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INTBODUOTOBY REMARKS. 



" God, who at sundry times and in divers manners 
spake in time past unto the fathers by the prophets, 
hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son ^/* 
Holy Scripture contains the record of what was thus 
spoken ; and they who receive it, receive it not as 
the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of 
God. 

A question of the greatest moment however im- 
mediately arises, and one which every Christian 
ought to be prepared to answer : — Why do you be- 
lieve the Bible to be the Word of God, the Rule of 
Faith, the Guide of Life ? 

" I never believed it to be so," one perchance may 
say. " I never doubted that it was so," another may 
readily aflSrm. But your reasons — your reasons for 
rejecting, your reasons for receiving it ! What are 

> Heb. i. 1. 
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2 STEONG PBOOE REQUIRED. 

they? Set them in order, bring forth your argu- 
ments, render a reason. 

How many would feel embarrassed and bewildered 
at this point ! And not being able to answer the 
inquiries of others, their own minds would be dis- 
turbed and shaken, and a vague feeling of uneasiness 
would gather round them, like the cold mists of the 
morning ere the sun ariseth. 

I propose then, with God's assistance, to enter 
upon this subject, and will endeavour to answer tliis 
important question. 

I am quite sure that the Holy Bible would not be 
so much neglected, and so lightly esteemed, as it is 
by many, if they were fully persuaded that it was 
given by " inspiration of God,'' and was really " pro- 
fitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for in- 
straetion in righteousness *.'* Under the influence of 
this conviction, once deeply seated in the mind,, a 
fresh and continually increasing interest in God's 
word must needs be felt: and to produce it, by 
Divine grace, in the minds of some, to dispel the 
diades of scepticism which may be hanging over 
others, and to revive the memory of truth in all who 
may have forgotten it, is my object. 

You will readily understand that the present 
chapter is only introductory. We say that this Holy 
Book, The Bible, contains God's revelation to man- 
kind : and that to embrace and hold fast the blessed 
truths which it contains, is the way to ensure his 
favour and eternal life; whilst to reject or lightly 
esteem it, is to sin against our own soiQs, and to draw 
down his righteous indignation. 

» 2 Tim. Hi. 16. 



OBJBOTIONS. 8 

Strong proof then is required for such strong 
assertions. It will not be enough for mo to appeal 
to general assent or consent. It would not su£Sce 
to say that others have inquired and been satisfied : 
neither will it avail that from our earliest years 
we have been taught to say, "These things are 
80." There is a period in the life of many a 
man, when, if he becomes not established in the 
truth, he never will be set free from the bonds of 
hesitation and doubt ; the rest of his course will be 
uncertain, and his religion vague, dreamy, and un- 
influential. He must know and steadfastly believe 
that God hath spoken, or he never will receive with 
meekness the engrafted word which is able to save 
his soul. 

One thing is clear, and here I begin, that if God 
hath not spoken to man, as recorded in the Bible, 
He hath not spoken at all. No other record has any 
pretensions to be a revelation of the Divine Will. I 
do not say that other records have made no pre- 
tensions of the kind, but that if made, they afford no 
grounds whatever for the assent of reflecting men. 
No reasonable man surveying the history, examining 
the doctrines, and weighing the evidences of all the 
various kinds of religion, so-called, which have ob- 
tained currency in the world, would even pause till 
he came to Christianity. There is falsehood stamped 
on the front of every other. It is Christianity, or 
nothing. God hath spoken in the Scriptures, or He 
hath not spoken at all. 

Wliy should God have spoken at all ? this brings us 
on another step : — Why should He interfere directly 
with a world so much beneath Him ? Why not leave 

B 2 



4 THE MATERIALIST. 

US to grope our way by the light of nature, and to 
fulfil our destiny, without notice or interference ? 

Now I am not called upon to give a direct and 
positive answer to such inquiries, but only to show 
this ; — that there is no valid preliminary objection to 
God's having made a revelation of Himself and of his 
will : that it is more likely He should do so, and more 
agreeable to his nature and attributes, than that He 
should not. And to this point I now address myself. 

God made the world and all that therein is : — 

"But stop,"' says the infidel ; " God did not make the 
world and all that therein is, for * There is no God :* " 
" And stop," says the materialist, " God did not make 
the world and all that therein is, for * Matter is eter- 
nal' " Hence we must pause to meet, as we may, these 
preliminary objections. 

No God! Whence then are we? How? From 
whom ? By whom ? A creation, and man the lord 
of the creation, and yet no God, that is, no Creator I 
How mysterious ! How wonderful ! The fair fabric 
of the world, all framed with such exquisite art, 
such skilfiil combination, such manifest design ; sun, 
moon, stars, summer, winter, day, night, grass, trees, 
seeds, fruit, beasts of the field, fowls of the air, fishes 
of the sea, instinct, reason, anticipations, cares, fears, 
hopes, joys, sorrows, plans, contrivances, causes, effects, 
life, death ; — all these, and no Creator, no Designer, 
no Governor, no First Cause, no God ! Look at a 
stone upon your path ; no question might probably 
arise as to its origin, object, end. But look at some 
piece of mechanism ; a watch, for instance : see the 
delicate machinery, the manifest design with the 
complete fulfilment of that design, and the first glance 
convoys the idea which all subsequent examination 
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tends to confirm, that care and thought were neces- 
sary to contrive, and skill and power to execute the 
work. And can we look around us, and say that 
"there is no God?" Clouds and darkness may be 
round about Him ; but not half so impenetrable is 
the obscurity, not half so deep the mystery, not half 
so inextricable the confusion thus produced, as in 
the idea of a world, nay, of ten thousand worlds 
existing, without a Creator or a God. Nothing gives 
rise to so many absurdities, nothing plunges into such 
a mass of difficulties, as this first dogma of infidelity. 
The question of a child repels it, when, looking round 
upon some fair scene, instinct with life, he asks, 
"Who made all this?'' And the faith of a child 
shames it, when the answer is received and at once 
admitted, " He who made all things is God." 

And then, matter eternal ! What ! existing from 
the very beginning, and formed into its various 
wondrous combinations by some species of attraction, 
or accident, or chance ! Wliat ! atoms of inanimate 
matter coming together by some unexplained and 
inconceivable process, and forming this living body 
and this living soul, with intellect and reason, with an 
eye to see, an ear to hear, a will to act, a mind to 
understand ! 

There are many men who spend all their days 
amidst complicated and most exquisitely constructed 
machinery. Let such recal for a moment the process 
with which they are so familiar ; the exact adapta- 
tion of the one part to the other, the result produced 
by the movement here, the check there, the eccentric 
wheel, the balance, the valve, the regulated power, 
the fitness of the parts, the rapidity of the whole. 
Could any possible combinatioix oi axij ^vck^^^^i>»% 
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6 ABSURDITY OF MATERIALISM, 

under the name of chance, have produced all this ? 
True, the ore was in the mine, and the wood was in 
the forest, and the fire was near at hand to soften, 
and the water, if needs be, to harden : but could 
water, fire, wood, and iron, have so come together by 
any chance in combination, as to produce that most 
complicated machinery on which we gaze, and which 
works oui- will and perfects our design ? Materialism 
says it could : nay, it says much more than this. It 
says that machinery more complicated far — machi- 
nery which sees, hears, talks, thinks, reasons, — ^pro- 
duces and reproduces itself; it says that heaven, 
earth, sea, and all that lives and moves and breathes, 
was thus constructed without design, by chance, by 
the coming together of one atom to its kindred atom, 
or by the repulsion of another atom from its adverse 
atom. Was ever any thing more absurd than this ? 
Yet this is one of the arguments ; infidelity, as we 
have seen, suggesting the other, why there should 
not be a revelation of Grod's will to man ! 

For if He is, and if He made the world, then is it 
most reasonable that He should care for the creatures^ 
and the creation He hath made. And if by searching 
for themselves they could not find out God, and not 
knowing, could not do his will, then is it furthermore 
most reasonable to suppose that One all-wise, all- 
good, all-merciftil, all-powerful, should condescend to 
the weakness of those whom He hath not scorned to 
make, and tell them of the things which belong to 
their peace. 

I have not yet said, nor even intimated, that the 
revelation which we have received to hold, is the one 
which God hath given : but only that there is no valid 
reason why God should not, but on the contrary, 
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every reason why Ho should reveal to man, that 
which man, unassisted, never could have discovered. 
If there were no God, it would be lost labour indeed 
to attempt to prove that He had spoken: and if 
matter were eternal, it would be equally lost labour to 
speak at all of revelation, for there would be no one 
to reveal, even if there was any thing to be revealed. 
But remove both these objections out of the way, and 
our course is clear; and what we assert touching 
God's revelation of Himself in Holy Scripture, may 
at least be true. 

Advancing then from this point, we consider the 
manner in which, it is said, God hath been pleased 
to reveal Himself The revelation is contained in a 
book, called the Bible, or Holy Scripture, for the in- 
diting of which God used the instrumentality of man. 
We may take it up, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 
digest it, like other books. It is open to criticism 
and exposed to fraud* Fire will bum, the worms 
destroy, time obscure, interpreters mistake, commen- 
tators pervert, men misunderstand it ; even as happens, 
continually to all human productions. Can this be 
the revelation of God? this the method He has 
chosen for conveying the knowledge of Himself, and 
of the way of life ? Surely we thought, some men 
may say, that when " God, even the most mighty 
God had spoken, and called the world from the 
rising of the sun to the going down thereof,'' there 
would have been signs in the heavens above and in 
the earth beneath ; that all creation would have 
been summoned to hear his voice ; that there would 
be no place left for doubt, nor a spot on which the 
unbeliever could find rest for the solo of his foot; 
that the record would soar tax bJ^on^ ^Jii^ xsii^^tt^ 
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8 REVELATION AS IT IS. 

of criticism, need no aid from interpretation, sur- 
pass the power of man to alter or corrupt, be like 
"apples of gold in pictures of silver' i" Shall God 
speak, and no conviction necessarily follow ? Shall 
men have power to handle his word deceitfully? 
Can that be so very sacred and divine, which human 
reason must explain, enforce, defend? Surely we 
thought that some mighty angel would have brought 
down the divine testimony to earth : that it would en- 
force conviction and compel obedience: that God 
would visibly guard his own word (if indeed it be his 
own), surroxmding it with glory, and protecting it with 
his own right hand ! Shall men sit down and write 
narratives, and histories, and psalms, and gospels, and 
epistles, and shaU these be, and be accounted of, as the 
revelation of the Most High God to his dependent 
creatures : the revelation, which he that believeth shall 
be saved, and he that believeth not shall be damned ? 
Yes : even so. Thus hath God wrought ; and thus 
hath it pleased Him to pour contempt on all the glory 
and the "lofty looks'' of men. "Even so. Father, 
for so it seemed good in thy sight *! '' 

But let us consider this more closely and more 
calmly. We enter not yet upon the matter of the 
revelation, but upon the marmer in which it has been 
given. 

You would have had more outward and visible 
Majesty displayed. You would scarcely have had 
such a record written in such a book. You would 
have had something, to which no other thing could 
be likened. And you would have had the com- 
munication made through a medium with which 

« Prov. XXV. 11. * Matt. xi. 26. 



RBYBLATION AS IT IB. 9 

man is not familiar. Such are your ideas of what 
the revelation of God should be : vague, you acknow- 
ledge, but still expressive of dissatisfaction at what is, 
and of a wish for something which is not. Now con- 
sider. Whatever might have been the manner of 
communicating this revelation at the beginning, or 
at " sundry times," it must subsequently have been 
written in a book for the "generations following.*' 
You would have had it preceded or accompanied with 
some visible display of the Divine Majesty, some 
marked interference of the Divine power! You 
have this. It has been so continually. Observe the 
thunderings and lightnings upon Mount Sinai, the 
bush burning with fire yet not consumed, the still 
small voice, the sea divided into two parts, the sun 
standing still on Mount Gibeon, the mouths of lions 
stopped, and men walking unharmed in the fiery 
furnace ! See God manifest in the flesh ! at his 
word devils tremble, and all sickness flees away! 
He commands the winds and the waves, and they 
obey Him ; He feeds five thousand men with five 
barley loaves and two small fishes; He bursts the 
gates of death and leads captivity captive ! 

The very things you want as preliminary, not to 
your acceptance, but even to your examination of the 
record, are the verj- things we bring to you as the 
record itself It is not a book called the Bible, we 
force upon you : but the truths contained in a book 
called the Bible. Greater wonders you could not 
have ; more maiTcllous signs you could not see. They 
manifest the power of God. He has not spoken once 
only, He has not interfered once only : He has spoken 
often, and interfered often, each instance giving strong 
proof and confirmation of what had gone before : 

b6 



12 BECAFTTULATIOV. 

kept of the Divine actions and the Divine will : and 
there must be evidence to prove that record true. 
It matters not so much what the nature of the evi- 
dence may be ; so that it is sufficient to persuade 
men to the reception of the record, and sufficient also 
to condemn them for its rejection. All this we have : 
and more we do not want, and cannot have. 

And now that this preliminary chapter is draw- 
ing to a close, let us sum up the several points. I 
say that if you let your fency rove into the regions of 
imagination, and there draw pictures of what you 
would have done, or wished to have been done, in 
order to invest the revelation of God's will to man 
with all that splendour and visible majesty which 
should silence every cavil, and compel assent ; you 
must still have had the record of what was thus done 
by you, or according to your wish, handed down to 
other generations by tradition, or written in a book. 
Now the former method being most imcertain and 
liable to great abuse, would be rejected on account of 
the certainty and far greater permanency of the 
latter. I say, moreover, that your own scheme, thus 
recorded and thus written in a book, must in after 
ages have needed testimony and evidences and a 
chain of witnesses to its truth ; and that the very 
questions to be asked then, are the very questions 
which we ask now: — By whom was the book com- 
piled ? Was it written by the authors whose names 
it bears ? Were they competent witnesses ? Has it 
been preserved intact ? Does it commend itself by 
its internal excellency ? Does it describe man as he 
is ? Does it lead him to what is manifestly right ? 
Does it meet his wants, cares, doubts, and fears ? 
All these questions and many more would have to 
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be answered in any revelation given and framed after 
your own desire, even as it is necessary to answer 
them touching the Holy Scriptures. And it can 
make no difference whatever in the argument, 
whether we suppose God to have " spoken once/' or 
" at sundry times and in divers manners." Some 
may think the one method more consonant with 
Divine Majesty, and some the other. But in either 
case, the revelation must be written in a book so as to 
bo known and read of all men. Nor because it must be 
thus freely known and read by all, so that it may come 
to be esteemed common by many, is it necessarily 
common. Though the Bible stands on your shelves 
like any other book, it may be the very and true 
word of the Eternal God. It may contain within its 
pages that which shall judge you at the last great 
day. If you believe it, you may be saved ; and if 
you believe it not, you may be damned. Any feeling 
of irreverence, therefore, attaching to God's word 
because of the familiar form in which its wonders 
have been handed down to us, is most irrational and 
absurd. Try ; you can devise no other plan ; why 
then cavil at God's plan ? 

You know that many do not take down and read 
the Bible as if it wore God's book — God's true reve- 
lation of Himself to man ! You may read it like any 
other book, and you may feel towards it as towards 
any other book, because it appears before your eyes 
in the outward form and guise of any other book ; and 
very different will then be the state of your mind 
from what it would be, if you had heard the voice of 
God from heaven repeating the self-same words, or 
had seen the finger of God writing upon the wall the 
self-same truths that are written therein* And yet 
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this state of mind is altogether wrong, and your sub- 
jection to it most unwise. Men have heard the voice 
of God : men of like passions with yourselves have 
seen his handwriting upon the wall They tell you 
that they have ; and when, and how, and why : and 
their testimony is supported by evidence of all kinds 
on every side. This testimony, thus supported, must 
be to you as if you also had heard, you also had seen. 
As reasonable men you are asked to admit no more, 
as reasonable men you are expected to admit no less ; 
and, on the whole, we may be well assured that no 
objection will stand against revelation, which is based 
only upon the manner in which it has been handed 
down to us. 

And then, moreover, I repeat, returning through 
the argument, that unless you can persuade your- 
selves that Grod, having finished the great work of 
creation ; having made all things pleasant to the 
eye, and good for food, and to be desired to make 
one wise ; having formed man, breathing into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and putting all things in 
subjection under his feet ; having inspired the soul 
with longings after immortality, which nothing here 
below can satisfy: unless you can persuade your- 
selves that God, the all-wise, all-good, having thus 
created the world, threw it aside when finished, even 
as a child when weary of its toy, (the very thought 
of which is almost blasphemy,) you must needs allow 
the possibility, and may well admit the probability, of 
his having made that revelation for which man longs 
in vain, and "brought life and immortality to light 
through the Gospel'" 

This probability is met and thwarted only by two 
opposing schemes ; both containing difficulties^ con- 
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tradlotions, absurdities ten thousand times greater 
than are involved in the very revelation they oppose : 
even the denial of a God at all, and the assertion, 
without shadow of proof, that matter is eternal. 

These schemes being dismissed, we arrive again at 
the point from whence we started. It is Christianity, 
or nothing. God hath spoken in the Scriptures, or 
not at all, to man. There is no other alternative for 
us. We must accept the record contained in the 
Old and New Testaments, or we must live and die 
without light, and without hope ! 

In our next chapter we shall enter upon that line 
of argument, from the free course of which I have 
only hitherto been removing obstacles. I pray you 
now to ponder well what has been said, as being 
quite essential to a due consideration of the whole 
subject. It will afford matter both for thought and 
prayer ; and, if God withholds not his grace, may 
work a preparedness of mind for the full reception of 
his trutL 
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CHAPTER 11. 

DIRECT HISTORICAL EVIDENCE. 

Why do you believe the Bible to be the Word of 
God, the Rule of Faith, the Guide of Life ? This 
was the question proposed for consideration in our 
last chapter ; and having then removed certain pre- 
liminary objections which might be urged, both as to 
the giving of a revelation at all, and the manner in 
which it has been given, wo are now prepared to 
enter directly upon the question itself Admitting 
the probability (and more than probability is not now 
required) that God might be pleased to reveal Him- 
self to man ; we have to show that the Holy Scrip- 
tures of the Old and New Testament contain that 
revelation. And this will we do, if God permit. 

Let me first premise, however, that the stress of 
the whole argument will rest upon the New Testa- 
ment ; and that for obvious reasons. Prove the 
truth of this, (in the fullest sense of the term,) and 
you prove every thing. No one who receives the New 
Testament, can reject the Old. The two are so in- 
dissolubly connected with each other, that the Divine 
authority of the one being established, it is com- 
paratively easy to affix a similar stamp of Divine 
authority upon the other. 



NATURE OF TH£ ARGUMENT. 17 

You will clearly understand, however, that the Old 
Testament may be supported by evidence peculiar to 
itself ; but as brevity at present is a great object, we 
confine ourselves strictly, at first, to the proof de- 
manded for the Divine authority of the New Testa- 
ment. 

Now in order to establish full confidence in any 
book which may fall under your notice, or be placed 
in your hands, what do you want ? You want these 
two things : — 

I. To BE SATISFIED THAT IT IS GENUINE ; THAT IS 
TO SAT, THAT IT IS NO FORGERY ; 

II. To BE CONVINCED THAT IT IS CREDIBLE AND 
WORTHY OF BELIEF. 

When satisfied on both these points, you readily 
receive the book. You are convinced that it is neither 
fraudulent nor fabulous. Its authority is established, 
and your confidence gained. 

Thus far we deal with the Bible, as with any 
other book. We submit it to precisely the same test, 
and claim for it no exemption of any kind. 

But now there is a further step to be taken. In 
considering the books of the Old and New Testa- 
ment, it is not enough that they are true, we have 
TO PROVE ALSO THAT THEY ARE DiviNE : and this must 
be done by a carefiil examination of their contents. 
If every thing contained in them bears the closest 
scrutiny ; if apparent contradictions vanish on in- 
quiry ; if the most startling facts are supported in the 
strongest manner by independent and even advets«k 
testimony ; if mingled witli muct. ^«^\» 'va» tsj^ss^ ^"^^ 
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cellent and holy, we trace such wisdom and fore- 
knowledge as none but God could manifest, and mark 
such mighty signs and wonders as none but God 
could show, then are we bound to rec<^nise his hand, 
and compelled to say, " This hath Grod done," for 
we " perceive that it is his work." The Bible was 
true before ; it is now Divihk. And when we have 
arrived at this conclusion, and not before, we call 
upon all men for unqualified submission, and un- 
hesitating obedienca Examine, search, probe, prove 
as much as you wiU, whilst any doubt remains upon 
your mind as to the genuineness, credibility, or 
Divine origin of the Scriptures : but when convinced 
on all these points, receive with meekness the " en- 
grafted word,"" and bow to the force of truth. Such 
is your reasonable service. 

Now, however, I have to show that the books of 
the New Testament were written by the authors 
whose names they bear. This is the first proof 
necessary to win your confidence. For if it be not 
satisfactorily established, you cannot possibly teU 
what credit should be attached to the writings them- 
selves. It is essential that you should know the 
character of the author, have some pledge for his 
veracity, and be able to judge of his means of ac- 
quiring information, before you trust him ; and all 
this cannot be, if he is unknown. For instance, some 
work on our wonderM possessions in India, issuing 
&om the press without the author's name, falls into 
your hands. It records certain facts as having hap- 
pened at a certain fixed period. " How do I know,'' 
you justly say, " whether I am to believe all this ? 
I cannot judge of the author's character, neither can 
J appreciate his means of acquiring information ; for 
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I know not who he is. It is said to be written by a 
certain individual. Give me proof of this, and I shall 
be satisfied ; for that certain individual was, to my 
knowledge, in India at the time these events are said 
to have occurred ; he had, I know, full means of ac- 
quiring information ; he is a person of high character 
and unquestionable veracity.'' If this proof then is 
forthcoming, you are content. You receive the book 
as an authority, and deem it a faithful record of the 
facts related. 

It is the same with regard to the sacred writers of 
the New Testament. Did they write the books 
respectively which pass under their names ? Were 
the Gospels, Acts, and Epistles, the productions of 
St. Matthew, St. Mark, St Luke, St. John, St. Paul, 
St. Peter, St. James, and St. Jude ? If so, their un- 
spotted characters, the time and place in which they 
lived, their opportunities of seeing, hearing, and taking 
part in the very events which they record, are all 
unquestionable, and afford just that kind of con- 
firmatory evidence required. Here then you see our 
point. We are about to produce this evidence, and 
to lay before you the proof that these books were 
written by the authors whose names they bear. 

But what must be the nature of the proof? It can 
only be of one kind ; it must rest on testimony. 
There is no other medium available, when you are one 
step removed from the author himself. If you saw 
me writing this chapter, you would have the evi- 
dence of your own senses : but if you did not, you 
must believe that I was the writer on the testimony 
of others. It is just the same with every other work. 
The great majority of mankind must rely on teati- 
mony ; and if that testimony \)e goodi, \V. xcL^^XfcT^^^'^^ 
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whether it is brought to bear upon a work written 
this year, or eighteen hundred years ago. 

Mark well the nature of this proof. I will illustrate 
it in two ways. You hear a person quote some 
sentence from the work of any popular writer, or he 
names some fictitious character brought prominently 
forward in that work, and distinguished by certain 
peculiarities. He does not break off the thread of 
his conversation, to tell you that he has read the 
work in question, and is familiar with the characters 
described in it. It is not necessary that he should 
do so ; the very quotation he has made proves it. 
You know at once that the work has been in his 
hands, and that he has read it. 

So with written testimony. A person writes a 
book, and in it he gives long extracts from some 
earlier one. These extracts suffice to prove that the 
earlier book was extant, that it had been read, and 
that it was deemed authoritative when the later book 
was written. Bishop Burnet has often been men- 
tioned as an illustration of this. He writes the 
" History of his Own Times,'' and in it he makes long 
extracts from a work previously written by Lord 
Clarendon, called " The History of the Great Re- 
bellion." The question is whether Lord Clarendon 
indeed wrote this earlier History ; and we call in the 
testimony of Bishop Burnet to prove it. How? 
Why the long extracts made by Bishop Burnet 
furnish the required proof. They show that Lord 
Clarendon's work was extant when Bishop Burnet 
wrote ; that it had been read by him ; that it was 
received by him as the work of Lord Clarendon, and 
esteemed an authoritative account of the transactions 
it relates, and in which Lord Clarendon was per- 
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sonally concerned. In the absence of all conflicting 
or contradictory evidence of every kind, this testi- 
mony is justly taken to be a conclusive proof of 
authorship ; and it will be deemed so a hundred or 
a thousand years hence. No one doubts on such 
testimony, that " The History of the Great Rebellion" 
was written by Lord Clarendon, the author whose 
name it bears. 

Take now our venerable Book of Common Prayer. 
It bears no name either of the authors or compilers, 
on its title-page : yet who doubts that it was partly 
composed, and principally compiled from ancient 
liturgies, by the Bishops and Martyrs of the English 
Church, three hundred years ago ? And why do we 
not doubt ? Because we received it from our fathers 
as the work of these writers, and they from their 
immediate forefathers, and so on upwards, till we 
come to the very date of its publication. At that 
date, we find contemporary writers of all classes 
attributing the work to them, and universally ac- 
knowledging it as theirs. We find it thus quoted 
and referred to continually. And we see that ad- 
versaries, though strongly opposed to many of the 
doctrines, and warmly contending against many of 
the rites and ceremonies ordained in it, never called 
its genuineness in question — never doubted that 
Cranmer, Latimer, Ridley, and others, were its real, 
as they were its professed authors. All this makes 
me as certain of the historical fact, for all practical 
purposes, as if I myself had been contemporary with 
the English Reformation. It shows as an example, 
how the obscurity hanging over works of an ancient 
date may be dispersed ; and how we may be fully 



22 SENEGA. 

satisfied as to their being the productions of those 
authors whose names they bear. 

But let us go back still further, to the very period 
in which our own sacred books of the New Testa- 
ment appeared. How do I know any thing con- 
cerning the works of the celebrated men of that 
age ; of Seneca, for instance, who was bom a few 
years before Christ, and put to death by Nero, 
A. D. 65 ? How do I know that the works ascribed 
to Seneca were written by him ? The proof of 
this is exactly the same as in the other case, only 
that the series of testimony is longer. The present 
generation received them as his, from those that 
went before, and they from their ancestors, and so on 
up to the period of which we are speaking. At that 
time we find Tacitus, a contemporary historian, giv- 
ing an account of Seneca ; and Quintilian, a writer who 
flourished within twenty years of Seneca's death, 
writing a criticism on his works. From that day to 
the present, these works have been referred to by 
men of all classes, all nations, and all opinions. They 
differ widely in their estimate of them, but all agree 
that they were written by Seneca, whose name they 
bear. This was a matter of fact at the time, and it 
has been a matter of history ever since. Well then, 
I am as certain of the historical fact as if I had been 
a contemporary. And you see from all this, that it 
is quite possible to establish the genuineness of 
ancient writings, and the species of evidence which is 
required. You will be prepared, therefore, to appre- 
ciate the testimony we bring to bear on the books of 
the New Testament. It will be of the same kind, 
precisely : arid if deemed satisfactory and conclusive 
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in the case of profane works, it must be deemed at 
least equally satisfactory and conclusive in the case 
of sacred works. 

In tracing upwards the several connecting links of 
testimony about to be adduced, it must be quite 
needless to begin nearer to our own day than the 
fourth century. Subsequently to that period, the 
Church has been somewhat in the same position 
relative to her sacred books, as she now is. She has 
been their recognised "witness and keeper." She 
has had her Homilies, her Commentaries, her books 
of evidence, even as we now have : and she has had 
to call in the testimony of earlier writers to vouch for 
the integrity of the sacred canon, even as we now do. 
It would be needless therefore, as it would be endless, 
to multiply quotations from the works of that and 
subsequent ages. 

We begin with Jbromb, who was ordained Pres- 
byter at Antioch in the year 378 ; and ascend from 
him to the Apostolic times. He was the most 
learned of the Latin Fathers; and was peculiarly 
qualified not only by his profound erudition, but by 
his extensive researches, his varied travels, and his 
long residence in Palestine (the very seat of the 
Gospel), to investigate all matters connected with the 
books of the New Testament. What does he say, 
then, concerning them? What is the evidence he 
brings, as to their being written by the authors whose 
names they bear ? He publishes a catalogue of the 
books, in his work on the Study of the Holy Scrip- 
ture. He begins by mentioning distinctly the four 
Evangelists, St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. 
John. The Acts of the Apostles he refers t<i ^& 
another book of St. Luke's, " \?\iOBO y^'^^^>* ^^ ^^^% 
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" is in the Gospel/' He says that St. Paul wrote 
Epistles to seven Churches : Rome, Corinth, Galatia, 
Ephesus, Colosse, Philippi, Thessalonica. He fiirther 
states that St. Paul wrote to Timothy, Titus, and 
Philemon. Seven Catholic Epistles, he ascribes, 
even as we do, to St. James, St. Peter, St. John, 
and St. Jude. And he concludes the enumeration 
by saving that the Revelation of St. John has " as 
man/ mysteries as words." He only pauses for a 
moment on the Epistle to the Hebrews, to say that 
some few had doubted whether it was really written 
by St. Paul ; but that he and others received it as 
such without hesitation, on the authority of more 
ancient writers. Such is a summary of the con- 
clusive testimony of Jerome: and if in this, and 
other cases I leave out much of corroborative testi- 
mony, and if in the chain of witnesses yet to be 
adduced, I leave out many valuable links, it is only 
for the sake of brevity. 

We come next to Eusebius, Bishop of Csesarea, 
who flourished in the year 315. He was a man of 
extraordinary learning, diligence, and judgment. He 
composed an elaborate Ecclesiastical History, in 
which he records the annals of Christianity from 
its commencement to his own time. He diligently 
read the works of Christian antiquity for the ex- 
press purpose of ascertaining what writings had been 
received as the genuine productions of the Evangelists 
and Apostles. The result is, that, rejecting every 
thing doubtful and spurious, he reduces the books of 
the New Testament, such as we now have them, into 
classes ; distinguishing between those which were at 
all times with universal consent received, and those 
which^ though generally known and approved, were 
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sometimes considered of doubtful authority. In the 
former division he places the Four Gospels, the Acts 
of the Apostles, the Epistles of St. Paul, the First 
Epistle of St. John, the First Epistle of St. Peter, 
and, though with less confidence, the Book of the 
Revelation. In the latter he places all the rest of 
the books now in the sacred canon. And this dis- 
tinction is made by him, not as implying any doubt 
in his own mind, but as a matter of Ecclesiastical 
History : for searching into its records he perceived 
and stated that in the early days of Christianity, all 
our books were recognised as the Divine Scriptures, 
but some more unanimously and more speedily than 
others. And this is quite natural. The several 
books of which the New Testament is composed, were 
at first perfectly distinct and separate. The Gospels, 
and the Acts of the Apostles, as containing the his- 
tory of the common Faith, would be at once read and 
received by all. But such of the Epistles as were 
the private property, so to speak, of individual 
Churches, though copied and widely circulated, could 
only be universally received on the authority of that 
individual Church to which they were originally ad- 
dressed. The Church at Philippi would have to 
satisfy the Church at Rome, and the Church at 
Rome would have to satisfy the Church at Philippij 
that the Epistles respectively addressed to each, were 
the genuine productions of St. Paul : and so in all 
the other cases. The proof would be easy at that 
time, when the fact was sufficiently well known, and 
the very autographs of the Apostle were preserved, 
and laid up in the archives of the Church. But it 
would necessarily be less simple and less easy, m t\sA 
case of the Catholic Epistles : aucVi a^ \iS[v^lEi^\^*fi^^V5 
[857] ^ 
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St. James, and the Epistle to the Hebrews. These 
were addressed to all, and the proof of their genuine- 
ness rested upon no one individual Church. No 
Church, therefore, could come forward when required, 
and say, " This Epistle was addressed to us, and we 
retain the original manuscript. Know now, and see 
whether this be the salutation of Paul with his own 
hand, which is the token in every epistle, or no." 
Hence, when the sacred canon was formed, and the 
question was, what books should obtain admission 
into it, that universal consent, which under the 
guidance of the Holy Spirit, at once admitted the 
Historical Books and the Epistles addressed to indi- 
vidual Churches, was granted more slowly and more 
cautiously to Epistles which had no address at all, 
or were addressed to "The twelve tribes scattered 
abroad V^ or to "Them that have obtained like pre- 
cious faith with us *.'' All this, I repeat, is perfectly 
natural, and exactly what we should have expected 
to have been discovered by an ecclesiastical historian 
in those early days. But to return. 

Eusebius enters into many critical examinations of 
the sacred writings themselves, and affords a striking 
instance of how the Christians of those days not only 
received and read the books of the New Testament, 
as the works of the authors whose names they bear, 
but with how much attention, minuteness, and accu- 
racy they studied them. They were critics, as well as 
Christians. 

Then follows Viotorinus, who lived about the 
year 290 ; and I make this selection, even as others 
have done, not for any especial superiority in his 

^ James 1 1. ' 2 Pet i. 1. 
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testimony over many who are omitted, but on account 
of the remoteness of his diocese from the other autho- 
rities quoted. He was Bishop of Pettaw, in Germany ; 
and his testimony goes to prove that the Scripture 
histories, and those histories identical with our own, 
were received from one end of the Christian world to 
the other. He wrote on several books of the Old 
Testament, expounded some parts of St. Matthew's 
Gospel, and commented on the Revelation of St 
John. In the latter work he dwells on that passage 
in the fourth chapter, where St. John says, "The 
first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like 
a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and 
the fourth beast was like a flying eagle ' ;" and 
wishes it to be understood that by these four crea- 
tures, the four Gospels are intended. To show the 
propriety of the figures or symbols employed, he 
recites the subject with which each evangelist begins 
his Gospel The exposition is fanciful enough ; but 
the testimony is positive. We are not seeking, you 
will remember, for the opinions of the Fathers upon 
the meaning or sense of Holy Scripture, but for their 
testimony to its genuineness and authenticity as a 
whole. If they quote the sacred writers as autho- 
ritative, then the writings were manifestly before 
them and highly valued by them, whatever their 
opinions might be as to particular texts. Their 
testimony is what we want : with their expositions 
we have nothing now to do. We are examining 
them as witnesses, not learning from them as 
divines. 
Let us go on now to Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, 

• Rev. iv. 7. 
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who suffered martyrdom in the year 258. He says 
that the Church in his time was watered especially 
hy four rivers : that is, by four Gospels. He quotes 
frequently the Acts of the Apostles ; and expressly 
calls that book, in its connexion with the others, 
"Divine Scriptures.^' In all his writings, citations 
from the New Testament are abundant : and it is 
worthy of remark that he makes not a single quota- 
tion from any book now accounted spurious. 

Contemporary with Cyprian, though earlier in 
date, we come to the celebrated Ortgen, who was 
bom in 184 or 185, and died about the year 253. 
He was a most learned and voluminous writer. 
Besides many other works of great importance and 
immense research, he wrote a threefold exposition of 
all the books of Scripture, in the form of short notes, 
of lengthened commentaries, and of homilies or tracts^ 
Only a small portion of these works has come down 
to us : one sentence however of much importance to 
our present object is preserved, in which he says 
" that the four Gospels were received without dispute 
by the whole Church of God under heaven :" and he 
immediately subjoins a brief history of the respective 
authors to whom they were then, as they are now, 
assigned. His testimony is uniform to the authority 
of the New Testament : and his quotations so nume- 
rous, that it has been said, if we had all his works 
remaining, we should have before us, scattered through 
them, almost the whole text of the Bible. 

Tbrtullian of Carthage was bom in the year 160, 
and died in 220 ; joining on, you perceive, with 
Cyprian and Origen. He uniformly recognises the 
four Gospels as written by the authors whose naines 
thejr hear; distinguishing Matthew and John as 
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apostles, and Mark and Luke as apostolic men. 
His works are filled with quotations by name : that 
is, he quotes Scripture as we do, saying, such a pas- 
sage is found in " the Gospel by St. Matthew," or 
" the Epistle of St. Paul to the Romans :" and he 
has long extracts from every book of the New Testa- 
ment, but four, viz. the Epistleof St. James, the Second 
Epistleof St. Peter, and the Second and Third Epistles 
of St. John. And since he professes not to give a 
catalogue of the sacred books, but uses his quota- 
tions as we do in our sermons or writings, there 
is nothing surprising in the omission. Further, 
TertuUian says that the Christian Scriptures, thus 
quoted continually by name, as authoritative, were 
open to the whole world, both Christian and hea- 
then, without exception. And this statement, and 
this testimony, appears within 150 years after the 
publication of the greater part of the sacred books 
themselves ! 

Then we arrive at the times of Clement of Alex- 
andria, who gives an account of the order in which 
the Gospels were written, and in which they now 
stand. He says that St. Mark's Gospel was written 
at the desire of the followers of St. Peter : and refers 
to more ancient writings as his authority for the 
statement. His quotations from the books of the 
New Testament would fill a volume : and his testi- 
mony is the more valuable, because of his former 
incredulity. He had travelled far and wide in search 
of truth, and did not give his unfeigned assent to 
Christianity, till he had thoroughly and accurately 
examined the sacred books on which her claim to be 
a revelation from God was founded. In one place \sfe 
says, referring to a particular c\Tc\xma\.«>.xktt^ ^i ^^nsX^nSs^ 
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credit, "We have not this passage in the four Gospels 
delivered to us, but in that according to the Egyp- 
tians:" thus putting a marked distinction between 
the four Gospels, and all other histories or pretended 
histories of Christ : and ascribing an authority in the 
one case, which was entirely denied in the other. 
The same principle is discernible, when in another 
part of his works he says, " I need not use many 
words, but only to allege the evangelic voice of the 
Lord :" and again, " That this is true, appears from 
hence, that it is written in the Gospel according to 
St. Luke," exactly as we should speak. 

iBENisns was a disciple of Polycarp, who was him- 
self a disciple of St. John. He was made Bishop of 
Lyons about the year 170 ; and in his youth had con- 
versed with many who had been instructed by the 
apostles and immediate disciples of Christ. His 
five books against heresies remain ; and in them he 
bears testimony, in one way or another, either by 
quotation, or allusion, or direct assertion, to every one 
of the books of the New Testament, except the 
Epistle to Philemon, the Third Epistle of St. John, 
and the Epistle of St. Jude, which, containing no 
point of doctrine, could not be available in the con- 
troversy he was carrying on. Irenaaus mentions 
what he calls, " The code of the New Testament, as 
well as of the Old :" and he describes both as " the 
Oracles of God, and writings dictated by his Word 
and Spirit." 

The same Irenseus says of Polycarp, his master in 
the faith, " I can tell the place in which the blessed 
Polycarp sat and taught, and his going out and his 
coming in, and how he related his conversations with 
John and others who had seen the Lord, and how he 
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related their sayings, and what he had heard con- 
cerning the Lord, both concerning his miracles and 
his doctrine: all which Polycarp related, agreeably 
to the Scriptures/^ What a testimony is here to the 
sacred writings ! 

Omitting several names, I hasten to Justin Martye, 
who was bom in Palestine about the year 90, con- 
verted to Christianity in the year 133, and suffered 
martyrdom about the year 165. He is a witness of 
the highest importance. He cites our canon of the 
New Testament above two hundred times ; and always 
as a supreme authority. He says that it was read 
and expounded in all Christian assemblies for public 
worship. He refers to many of the writers by name ; 
and the three following quotations are found within 
the compass of one half-page of his works. Justin is 
speaking of our Lord, and he says : 

" And in other words. He (the Lord) says, ' Depart 
from me into outer darkness prepared for Satan and 
his angels.^ *' 

" And again He saith in other words, ' I will give 
unto you power to tread upon serpents, and scorpions, 
and venomous beasts, and upon all the power of the 
enemy.' " 

"And before He was crucified. He said, * The Son 
of man must suffer many things, and be rejected of 
the Scribes and Pharisees, and be crucified, and rise 
again the third day.' " 

Would you not take these to be quotations of yester- 
day, from our own sacred books ? They are extracts 
from the writings of Justin Martyr, in the first century 
of Christianity, and quotations from the Scriptures 
as he then had them ! What is the inference ? Why 

4 
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that the Scriptures were the same then, as they are 
now ; what other inference can you draw ? 

And what says Poltcarp himself, who has been 
already introduced to us, as forming the link between 
uninspired and inspired men? He agrees with all 
the other apostolical fathers, Barnabas, Clement, 
Hennas (names familiar to every reader of Scripture 
itself), andlgnatius, in refening continually, and that 
with reverence, and as an authoritative " end of all 
strife,'' to most of the books of the New Testament. 
Polycarp alone has forty allusions to its various 
parts. The following may be selected from them, as 
fixing the authority of the Lord's Prayer, and its use 
amongst primitive Christians :— 

"If therefore," says Polycarp, "we pray the Lord 
that He will forgive us, we ought also to forgive." 

Again, "With supplication beseeching the all- 
aeeing God not to lead us into temptation." 

And again, " Remembering what the Lord said, 
* Judge not, that ye be not judged : forgive, and ye 
shall be forgiven : with what measure ye mete, it 
shall be measured to you again.' " 

Are these quotations from your Bibles, or from that 
of Polycarp, the disciple and friend of St. John ? 
From both : for they are both the same. And this 
is the testimony of one who was Bishop of Smyrna, and 
is supposed to be the very " angel " of that Church, 
addressed in the Apocalypse* ! 

The testimony of the other apostolical fathers, 
whose names I have mentioned, is equally strong, 
and their quotations from Holy Scripture, though not 

* Rev. ii. 8. 
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SO numerous, equally express. I only however mention 
one striking passage from Clement, in which he 
speaks of St. Paul and his Epistle to the Corinthians. 
He says, " Take into your hands the Epistle of the 
blessed apostle Paul : what has he written to you in 
the beginning of Christianity ? Truly by divine 
inspiration he gave you directions concerning himself, 
and Cephas, and ApoUos '." 

We have thus brought forward an unbroken suc- 
cession of witnesses of the authenticity of our Ca- 
nonical Scriptures from the fourth century to the 
days of the Apostles ; for Polycarp was a disciple of 
the Evangelist St. John. We may remark, however, 
that St. Peter bears testimony of the existence, in 
his time, of certain writings of St. Paul, which he 
calls by the name appropriated to the Canonical 
books of the Old Testament, i. e.. Scriptures. 

' See 1 Cor. i. 12. 
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CHAPTER III. 



CONFIRMATORY EVIDENCE. 



In our last chapter we discussed the direct historical 
evidence, that is, the testimony of antiquity to 
the genuineness of the books of the New Testa- 
ment. This testimony, the most conclusive, and 
indeed the only species of proof of which the matter 
is susceptible, and to which every book of every 
kind must be submitted, was laid before you in 
an uninterrupted series, ascending from the end of 
the fourth century, to the very times in which the 
rapostles lived. I might have begun lower, and 
traced the evidence upwards from the seventh, eighth, 
or ninth centuries ; for the testimony of writers in 
those times is quite as strong, and far more distinct 
than that which has already been adduced from the 
earlier writers of the second, third, and fourth cen- 
turies. But to all this there would be no end : and 
for the real point and purpose of the argument, I 
might just as well be required to produce evidence 
from the period of the Reformation, or from the 
writings of our modem divines. 

I may be asked for an assurance that no alter- 
ation took place in our sacred books in the interval 
between the fourth century and our own times. 
" What proof exists" (such is the form in which the 
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question might be put) " that our sacred books were 
not mutilated or corrupted during the middle, or, as 
they are called, the dark ages ? *' I answer, that the 
question itself would betoken a misapprehension of 
the argument. We have shown by quotations from 
writers living long before the period called the dark 
ages, that the books they held sacred are identical 
with those now in our hands ; that they bore the 
same titles, and contained the same words. If the 
Scriptures were the same in the year 250, as they 
are in the year 1850 ; if the arrangement is the 
same ; the number of books the same ; the facts 
recorded the same ; so that a quotation from St. 
Matthew's Gospel then, is a quotation from St* 
Matthew's Gospel now ; and a quotation from the 
Acts of the Apostles then, a quotation from the 
Acts of the Apostles now : it follows that the sacred 
books could not have been mutilated or changed in 
the interval between the year 250 and the year 1850. 
This is clear ; and, in fact, the dark ages, as they 
are called, though days of false interpretation and 
superstition, were not days for tampering with, or 
altering the text of Scripture. The Romish Churoh 
discouraged, and forbade the free perusal of Holy 
Scripture, and made books canonical which were 
not originally in the canon : but she has not been 
generally accused of perverting or corrupting the 
sacred text itself She always acknowledged the 
authenticity and inspiration of our Canonical Scrip- 
tures ; and the writings of her divines and learned 
men during that period, abound with quotations 
firom them, and comments on their contents. 

And then again, if this explanation be not etv<i>M^ 
to set eveiy mind at rest aa to t\ie «Bbfe -^T^afcT^^Jc^^"^ 

c6 
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of the sacred text from the fourth century to the 
present time, I have a direct answer to give, and it 
is this: We have manuscripts of Holy Scripture in 
existence, with which our own authorised version has 
been again and again collated, which are themselves 
of a much earlier date than the middle ages. To 
one of these manuscripts, preserved as a treasure of 
inestimable value in the University of Cambridge, 
entitled " Codex Bezse,'' a date as far back as the fifth 
<5entury is generally assigned : and two others, called 
the " Codex Alexandrinus,'' in the British Museum, 
.and the " Codex Vaticanus,'" at Rome, are admitted 
to have been written at about the same period. 
T3iese manuscripts, you will at once perceive, agreeing 
as they do with our books, go far to connect the 
Gospels, which we hold in our hands, with those held 
in the hands of Jerome, Eusebius, Origen, Tertullian, 
Justin Martyr, Irenseus, and Polycarp, whose testi- 
mony we have adduced. And thus the identity of 
•our sacred books in all important particulars, and 
their safe preservation through the middle ages are 
made quite certain. The inquiry, therefore, on which 
we have been dwelling, is answered. 

Thus far have we gone then ; that if an unin- 
terrupted series of testimony to any fact is entitled 
to belief, the books of the New Testament, as we 
now have them, were written by evangelists, apostles, 
arid apostolic men, living at the very time, and inti- 
mately connected with the very events which they 
record. The testimony which has been advanced in 
proof of ttis is direct and positive, and such as can 
be brought to bear upon no other ancient book in 
existence. 

You take up works of which this world boasts. 
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Ca3sar, Cicero, Tacitus, Livy, Xenophon ; and you 
read them, nothing doubting as to their genuineness. 
In doing so you are quite right ; for the evidence 
which connects those authors with those works is 
sufficient. But not one of them possesses the direct 
and unbroken series of evidence which stamps ge- 
nuineness upon the books of the New Testament. If 
satisfied in the one case, you have infinitely greater 
reason, on the same grounds, and applying the 
same tests, to be satisfied in the other. And if the 
classical scholar is jealous of the authority of the 
book he loves, and will admit of no dispute as to its 
being the work of the warrior, the orator, ox the 
historian whose name it bears : so am I well assured 
that the Christian may lay his hand upon the New 
Testament, and avow his firm conviction that the 
statement of facts therein contained was written by 
evangelists, apostles, and apostolic men ! 

And now I have been endeavouring to imagine an 
individual somewhat impressed by the direct and 
positive evidence adduced for this fact, but still 
unwilling to be convinced, and reluctant to admit 
that it is quite established : and I have been think- 
ing what such an one would say, or rather what I 
would say, were I in his place. He cannot say any 
thing in direct contravention of so much positive 
testimony ; but indirectly he may urge such points 
as these which follow ; his object being, you under- 
stand, to separate the sacred writings from the 
sacred writers whose names they bear. 

He may say, that he suspects still, tha^t the books 
of the New Testament were written at a later time 
than they profess to have been ; and that he deems 
them after all, not so much the foundation on which 
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Christianity was built, as supports and buttresses 
supplied by men trembling for her stability. 

He may suppose, that the sacred books when thus 
put forth, perhaps by some early Christians, were 
purposely ascribed to the evangelists or apostles, 
as men whose names might give them weight and 
currency. 

He may account the age in which they appeared, 
and the writers whose testimony is brought to bear 
upon them, credulous and uncritical ; unfit there- 
fore to mould the faith, and frame the creed, 
and regulate the practice of our more enlightened 
times. 

And lastly, he may wish to hear both sides of 
the question, and to know whether there were not 
early enemies to Christianity, and what they said 
of the connexion between these sacred books and 
their reputed authors. 

Now these ideas may, one or all, be supposed 
to arise in the mind of an individual reluctant to 
be convinced. I have endeavoured to put them 
forcibly ; and if I answer them satisfactorily, I shall 
claim to have laid before you strong confirmatory 
evidence of the truth of that direct testimony 
already adduced. 

1 . First of all then, you think that these sacred 
writings called the Gospels (and let us dwell upon 
the Gospels only, as narrowing the subject, without 
weakening it ; for if one Gospel be true, Chris- 
tianity is true) may after all have been written at 
a later period than they profess to have been ; 
that is, some time after the evangelists and apos- 
tles, who were actors in the events recorded, and 
the professed narrators of them were dead. 
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Now I meet this supposition by referring you 
to the style and language of the Gospels them- 
selves, and to the many familiar occurrences which 
they relate : and from this I infer that they must 
have been written by inhabitants, persons who were 
natives of the country in which the events occurred, 
and who lived in the age assigned to'them. There 
is nothing more difficult than to imitate success- 
fully the style of any other man. It may be done 
for a short time, and through a few sentences, but 
it cannot even be attempted through a long and con- 
tinuous history, 'wathout detection. There is some- 
thing peculiar to every man in the way in which 
he puts things, in the arrangement of his matter, 
in the turn of his sentences, the greater or less 
correctness of his language, the clearness or ob- 
scurity with which he expresses his thoughts ; and if 
any other person were to urge the very self-same argu- 
ments which I am urging upon you at this moment, he 
would express himself differently, and urge them in 
another way. He could not help it. It must be so. 

I am not about to use this reasoning in order 
to fix the Gospels on St. Matthew and the other 
evangelists ; it would not be sufficient for that pur- 
pose, since we have no means, apart from these 
Gospels, of being acquainted with their style of 
composition. But I do use it in order to fix these 
writings upon the very age in which St. Matthew 
and the other evangelists lived. For as this dif- 
ference exists between man and man, so that no 
one can imitate successfully the style of anoj 
it exists likewise between age and age, so 
writers in no one age can successfully ii 
writers of a former age. ]$[ow \XiQ ^ 
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writers of the Gospels is identical with what you 
would expect from persons of their class, their time, 
their situation, and from none other. The original 
language used is most remarkable ; it is peculiar to 
the Jewish nation at the time of Christ and his dis- 
ciples, and to no other nation at any other time. 
It is Greek ; not pure Greek, but intermingled con- 
tinually with Hebrew and Syriac idioms. It is the 
style and language, neither of classic authors, nor 
of Christian fathers ; but of men who used a lan- 
guage, spoken indeed where they lived, but not the 
common dialect of the country. A Greek or Roman 
Christian would not have used the Hebrew idiom. 
A Jewish Christian would have wanted the Greek, 
or Hellenistic idiom. The mingling of the two 
lasted only during a short period (the period of our 
Lord and his disciples), and then vanished away. 
In that period, therefore, the Gospels must have been 
written. 

But besides all this, mark the minute and circum- 
stantial character of the narratives themselves, and 
the perpetual allusion to temporary and passing 
events. The detail of every thing is brought before 
you. You have the names of individuals, all the cir- 
cumstances of time and place, the occasions which 
introduce each action, and the consequences which 
follow it. Every thing is brought home to the mind ; 
and you seem to be moving from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, to Bethany, to the city of Samaria, the well 
of Sychar, the pool of Siloam, in the very train of our 
Lord and his followers. All these places are as 
familiar to the writers, as any of our well-known 
localities are to ourselves. With such details a 
stranger intenneddleth not. They would at first 
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confuse, and eventually betray him. The fearless 
mentio; of them shows at oncefthat the writers were 
familiar with them. 

And it is just the same with reference to all the 
usages of the Jews, their division into sects, their 
popular opinions, their customs, habits, sayings : all 
these are entered on, freely dealt with, and spoken of, 
as none but men familiar with them could have done. 
And remembering, that within forty years after our 
Lord's ascension, Jerusalem was swept with "the 
besom of destruction/' her "house left unto her 
desolate," her temple with not "one stone upon 
another," her usages abolished, her people slain, her 
remnant scattered, her associations, sects, customs, 
entirely changed : you will understand how positively 
such events go to fix the writing of the Gospels as a 
matter of necessary inference, upon the very age in 
which they piDfess to have been written, and in which 
the evangelists, the professed writers of them, lived. 

This is no trifling step in the argument. It is no 
small point gained, if you can say (as you can) to an 
adversary denying that our sacred books were written 
by the authors whose names they bear, that at least 
they were, and must have been written at the very 
time when those authors lived. 

2. Our next topic takes up the argument exactly 
where this leaves it. The objector, driven from one 
supposition, betakes himself to another, and suggests 
that the names of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, 
were affixed to the Gospels, in order to give them 
currency and weight. In reply to this, I ask why, if 
the Gospels, as we have shown, were written in the 
times of the evangelists, they should not have beer^ 
written by them ? Can any one teW. tcl^ ^^^l '^ ^ 
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they did not write them, then others, living in the 
same age did, and passed them off under the shelter 
of their names ! Now what kind of men must they 
be who could do such things; first draw up base 
forgeries, and then attribute them to the evangelists ? 
They must either have been bad men, or good : if 
bad, would they have compiled and promulgated 
books full of goodness ? if good, would they have con- 
trived, or, at the very least, have countenanced so 
great a fraud? What a double improbability and 
inconsistency is here ! And all resting upon a sug- 
gestion which has not one jot or tittle of evidence 
for its support ! If the evangelists did not write the 
several Gospels attributed to them, and if names were 
to be selected in order to give these Gospels currency, 
surely other names would have been selected, names 
better known, more prominent and distinguished. 
What cared a proud Pharisee, or a polite Athenian, 
for Matthew the publican, and Luke the physician ! 
If Jews and Greeks, then, were to be won over to 
believe this fraud, why were Matthew and Luke put 
in the forefront of the battle ? Impostors are more 
cunning than this ! A prominent name is necessary 
to pass a successful forgery. An obscure name will 
do nothing for it. This they know full well, and thus 
thoy act. Whereas the avowed authors of our sacred 
books were, for the most part, obscure and illiterate 
men. Matthew is mentioned but once or twice, and 
Mark and Luke not once, in the Gospels, which were 
yet expected to obtain currency through the influence 
of their names ! 

This point now finished, is confirmatory so far as 
this : A person says to you, " I do not believe that 
anjr one of the evangelists, St. Matthew, for instance, 
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wrote the Gospel which is ascribed to him." " Was 
that Gospel/* you say in return, " written at or about 
the time in which St. Matthew lived ? " To this he 
cannot but assent : but still he says, " I do not believe 
he wrote it." " Why not ? " ask him ; " why should 
he not have written it ? " He is silenced, He cannot 
tell you why. 

3. But now we come to the point of credulity. " All 
this happened," some one says, " and all these things 
were written in a credulous age, when men took 
things for granted, when any and every story was 
believed, and when evidence was little understood : 
so that, however strong the proof appears to be, an 
enlightened mind cannot consent to receive it. It all 
looks very well in the darkness, but it will not bear 
the light. The testimony of the early fathers can 
never be enough." 

Now, really, to hear some people talk, it would 
seem to be an easy thing, nothing more easy, to 
change the religion of the world ! And yet let them 
try to bring one neighbour even to change his views, 
and adopt any peculiar opinion of their own, and they 
find it next to impossible ! 

Credulity ! I suppose they could see, touch, taste, 
handle, even as we do ! I suppose they could judge 
of facts, and bear true witness, even as we do ! 
Credulity ! Know you of whom you say these things, 
when in consequence, you reject or lightly esteem 
their testimony? The early fathers from whose 
writings I have quoted, Clement, Ignatius, Polycarp, 
Justin Martyr, IrensBUs, Origen, Cyprian, Tertullian, 
know you not that there were amongst them men of 
the first eminence and greatest learning in the worlds 
expert in aU the critical acumen oi \Xve ^^^g^^ ^tA^^'^^- 
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sessed of powers and perseverance whieli put to shame 
the degeneracy of modem days ? Talk of credulity ! 
Why some of these men, whose testimony you reject 
so flippantly, had run through every species of phi- 
losophy, and wandered through all the mazes of 
scepticism and false religion, till Christianity fixed 
their gaze, convinced their reason, and by God's 
grace, touched their hearts. They were well versed 
in the subtleties of disputation, and quite familiar 
with the rules of logic. You are thinking of Jews ; 
such as persecution and long oppression may, in times 
past, have made them. These men of whom I speak, 
and whose testimony on behalf of the genuineness of 
the Gospels has been laid before you, were not Jews. 
Clement flourished at Rome, Ignatius at Antioch, 
Polycarp at Smyrna, Justin Martyr in Syria, Irenaeus 
in France, Origen at Alexandria, TertuUian at 
Carthage; cities and countries, the most populous 
and the most enlightened in the whole world. This 
thing was not done in a comer. It was an age of the 
world, when arts, philosophy, and science of all kinds, 
and everjr thing but the light of life, were diffused 
far and wide. And at a time when credulity could 
scarcely raise her head, Christianity went forth "con- 
quering and to conquer.'' 

This is confirmatory of what has been before spoken, 
so far as it refutes objections drawn from mere pre- 
judice or ignorance. "Who would believe the 
fathers ?" men say ; " who would receive their testi- 
mony?" "Do you know who the fathers were? 
If not (as will generally be the case) I will tell 
you, and then you will admit that they are to 
be believed, when they bear testimony to certain 
facts." With their opinions, we have nothing to do : 
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their testimony is the point. A man may hold 
strange, and even, in some cases, erroneous opinions, 
and yet be a true witness. 

4. One more point remains ; namely, the testimony 
of adversaries. What was said on the other side ? It 
is but fair to hear it. Were these books written by 
the authors whose names they bear, " even our ene- 
mies themselves being judges?" 

Now I need not say that Christianity had many 
adversaries in her earliest days ; even as she has 
had many since. For the opinions of these adver- 
saries I confine myself still to the first four centuries ; 
for what can unbelievers of a later date, know more 
upon the subject we are considering than ourselves ? 
What can writers of the class of Thomas Paine, 
for instance, (whose name I am almost ashamed to 
introduce even incidentally,) know more, touching 
the foundation and evidences of Christianity, or 
the genuineness of the sacred books, than you 
know yourselves? The question is, whether the 
books of the New Testament were written by the 
authors whose names they bear. A modern infidel or 
blasphemer can say nothing new upon this subject. 
But what say they, the infidels and blasphemers of 
an early age, who were contemporary with the very 
witnesses we have called ? This is the real point for 
our consideration ; and three names stand promi- 
nently forth. 

1. Celsus, a heathen philosopher, who lived in the 
year 175, is the first of these. He wrote against 
Christianity with much acuteness and with bitter 
scorn : and he quotes passages from the New Testa- 
ment continually, in order to criticise and controvert, 
them. 
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2. Porphyry, a man of Tyre, who was bom in the 
year 233, is the second. He was universally ad- 
mitted to be the most formidable adversary which 
ancient Christianity ever encountered. He was versed 
not only in political, but also in philosophical history ; 
was thoroughly acquainted both with the Syriac and 
Greek ; and was esteemed a master in critical re- 
searches. He wrote strongly and vehemently against 
Christianity. 

3. Julian the Emperor, sumamed the Apostate, 
is the third. He flourished from the year 331 to 
363. From a natural sagacity, and from the thorough 
acquaintance gained in earlier life, when he himself 
professed the faith, with all its peculiarities, he was 
well qualified, as he was well inclined, to support his 
apostasy by denouncing Christianity. This might 
naturally have been expected. 

But what do all these adversaries, thus qualified 
and thus armed, afiirm ? What is the general bearing 
of their adverse testimony? Why, their writings 
contain every thing that is bitter against Christianity 
itself: but not one word, and scarcely a trace remains 
in any of them which goes to show that they denied 
the genuineness of our sacred books ; that is, that 
they were written by the authors whose names they 
bear. Nor did this arise from ignorance. For the 
ablest of them, imagining that he had found some 
ground for the assertion, affirms that the Book of the 
prophet Daniel, in the Old Testament, was not written 
by Daniel himself: and then with high exultation, 
but a too hasty conclusion, pronounces it a spurious 
composition. How happy would he have been, could 
he have said the same of the Gospels ! The argu- 
ments of these adversaries might all have been spared. 
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and their trouble saved, if they had but discovered, 
and could but have proved that Matthew, Mark, 
Luke, and John, wrote not the Gospels ! There was 
no lack of will ; but then these men wrote seriously, 
and wished to be believed. They were compelled 
therefore to admit matters of fact as a basis for their 
arguments, and ventured not to advance assertions 
instead of proofs, as men now do. How many in 
these days venture on statements which have no 
foundation but their own wicked imaginations ! Give 
me these four things : an unblushing brow, a loud voice, 
a wicked heart, and an ignorant or timid audience ; and 
I could say stronger things against Christianity than 
they do. How many, who read these words, may 
from time to time, have heard most sacred truths 
denied, most sacred truths blasphemed : the Bible 
called a lie, the Saviour s blessed name denounced, 
the whole of Christianity held up to scorn : and why ? 
On what foundation? By what authority? The 
authority perhaps of a not very trusty, nor very 
learned man, who wishes you to believe all this, 
because he says it; who perverts, because he mis- 
understands some text of Scripture ; who finds asser- 
tion easier than proof: and feeds you from the out- 
pourings of a corrupt heart and depraved imagina- 
tion! Oh! if assertion bold and loud could have 
destroyed the Bible, I should not now, just as if no 
wicked man had ever pronounced it false, be proving 
it true. It would have been overthrown in asres and 
in generations long since past. But as raging waves 
of the sea beat upon some rock, and when repelled 
and broken, return again, only to be again repelled 
and broken ; so does the book of Truth, however 
much assailed, remain to tell to the lost sons of men 
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how they may have access to God through Christ, 
and lay hold on eternal life ! The earliest adver- 
saries of Christianity argued against it, as I have said, 
and strongly. The points of their objections are 
nothing to us at present, since they touched not the 
question under discussion. None of them went to 
detach the sacred writings from the sacred writers ; 
but, on the contrary, they quoted them continually, 
as also did the early heretics, (to whom I can but thus 
allude,) and argued from them, and endeavoured to 
prove by means of them, in the one case that the 
Christianity they contained was false, and in the 
other that the peculiar errors embraced were true. 

This then we learn " even our enemies themselves 
being judges,'" and it is confirmatory so far as this : 
that if the early adversaries of Christianity, and the 
early heretics, could not deny that our sacred books 
were written by the authors whose names they bear, 
it is quite certain that we cannot. 

For all these reasons then, confirmatory of the 
DIRECT EVIDENCE brought forward in a previous chap- 
ter, I think I am warranted in holding our first point 
satisfactorily proved — satisfactorily proved, at least 
to all who are open to conviction and the force of 
truth : viz. That the books of the New Testament 
as we now have them, weke written by the authobs 
whose names they bear. 

Our next step will be to prove that they are credible, 
or worthy of belief. 



CHAPTER IV. 

CREDIBILITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT. 

The subject of this chapter is the credibility of the 
N ew Testament. Its genuineness having been already 
carefully examined, and, as we think, clearly proved, 
we shall proceed to deal with it henceforth as an 
undoubted fact. Had it been taken for granted, or 
hurried over, the whole subsequent argument would 
have appeared weak and inconclusive. But now, as 
a mathematician when he has proved one proposition, 
uses it without dispute, in order to prove another ; 
so do I, having proved that the books of the New 
Testament were written by the authors whose names 
they bear, go on to use this proof in support of the 
second proposition : viz. that the matters contained 
in those books are credible, or worthy of belief. 

I enter upon the subject by asking, even as I have 
done before. What do you require ? What will con- 
vince you that the New Testament is worthy of 
credit ? Will these four things be sufficient ? 

1. The unblemished character of the sacred 
writers. 

2. Certain commemorative usages springing from 
the facts they record. 

3. Corroborative testimony borne by profane and 
Jewish witnesses. 

[857] T> 
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4. The silent but expressive attestation of monu- 
ments, coins, and medals. 

If I am able, by God's help, to satisfy you on 
these several points in their order, may I not lay 
my hand on the New Testament, and canying all 
suffrages with me, say with confidence, "This is 
a book not only worthy of your acceptance because 
of its genuineness, but entitled to your belief 
because of its credibility ? '* 

I first bring before you the uistblemished gha- 

RACTEB OF THE SACRED WBITEBS. In Order tO 

admit the credibility of their writings, you must have 
proof that they were persons worthy of credit It 
is thus we act in courts of law. The testimony 
of witnesses may be very strong, but it is their 
chamcter which makes that testimony unimpeach- 
able. Shake their credit, and you shake their tes- 
timony. Show them to be dishonest, and no matter 
what they say, it all goes for nothing. Prove 
them to be honest, and their evidence is taken 
without hesitation ; life and death depends upon 
their words. 

So with the Evangelists and Apostles. If they 
could have been deceived ; if they could have con- 
spired to deceive others ; if they had any personal 
object to gain ; if they prevaricated or differed the 
one from the other ; if time altered or weakened 
their testimony ; if interest swayed, or fear daunted 
them : then give them up as witnesses, and deem 
them unworthy of credit in what they affirm. But 
if, on the other hand, they were actually cognizant 
f the matters they recorded ; if they were stead- 
i in the assertion of them : if there was a. anb* 
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Btantial agreement in every word they said ; if they 
suffered the loss of all things ; if they were faithful 
even unto death: then you must either believe 
their word, or else refuse to receive testimony of 
any kind, and through any conceivable medium 
whatsoever. 

Look then at the first promulgators of the Chris- 
tian faith, the writers of the various books of the 
New Testament. Through their efforts, under God, 
and by their writings, Christianity was established. 
Thus there were numerous witnesses of the facts of 
the gospel history : the apostles especially, our Lord's 
constant companions, to whose testimony we must 
add that of St. Mark, St. Luke, and St. Paul. Of 
these witnesses, eight published various works within, 
comparatively few years after the first dawn of Chris- 
tianity : and these works were read and examined 
by their contemporaries, whether friends or foes, in 
every part of the known world. Now let us examine 
these witnesses. 

1. Have they a full knowledge of the facts which 
they relate? This is the first question to be put. 
If an historian, struck by the character of some 
famous warrior or statesman who has been sur- 
rounded in his day with a halo of worldly glory, 
undertakes after some long interval, to gather up 
and unite the fragments of history which yet linger 
in the memories of men, we concede credit to his 
work just in proportion as it was written nearer 
to, or further from the period in which that warrior 
or statesman lived. Much that is related may be 
true, or not. The information must have been 
received from others. It may have passed throng 
a distorted medium, or flowed t^iTOw^ ^ ^^tcvk^h. 

1)2 
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ehMiUffl A degree of uncertainty at all events 
Ituri^M over the metier, which gradually disappears 
n^ we find tlie historian living nearer and nearer to 
tlie vt^ry iiuim <ff which he writes, and to the very 
Dvmin wliirjh ho rcc^jrds. Thus many of the classic 
hiMi(;riafiM, ll(?ro(lotu« and Livy for instance, writing, 
for th« tnrmt part, long after the periods included 
in th(?ir HiHtorioH, have a certain degree of credit 
atliiohud to them ; but far less than is attached to 
IN)lyl)inH| who accompanied the illustrious Roman 
l(nnnral, Soii)io, and recorded his actions ; or to Xeno- 
phon, who ^avo an account of the celebrated retreat 
of i\H) ton thousand Crooks, of whom he was one; 
or to tJioMar, wlio wrote Commentaries upon his own 
warn. And wliy, when testimony beyond dispute 
in wantoil for tho establishment of any ancient 
\\mg{\ MV tho oldest people in the neighbourhood 
Mou^rht out, and thoir word admitted, when stronger 
n\iuds« and oloan^r heads arc altogether passed by ? 
Duly Ihhnuiso tho ovidonce of contemporaries is 
diHMUinl (ho bi^st of all ovidonce, and the least likely 
to Ih^ f«l*ilUHl or oorruptod. 

8\ioU tl\ou is tho to«tin\ony of the evangelists and 
*jHVittli\^ Thoy $[H>sik that they '*do know/' and 
lo«(ity' th^t thoy '^havo soon,** Some of them had 
Ux^hI in oUvio iutoroour^^ and communion with Christ, 
dxm^V^ hi?^ miui^try on oarth* They had heard his 
4v^v\ir?\\^ js^Nou his wonderful works. w«pt at his 
4oatK and r<;ik>iv\\l at hi$ rvisumvuon. Althw^ 
iko datx>* vMT tho luvs^poU CMinot be pwcisdy fixed, 
iJh^vo oan W no dvHibi that the iSvispels of St 
iKow. 5^v MaTi.x *iid $1. Luke we3r>? wiitt«i 
iW ^k^nk*<kNn <tf JoT>i$;ikk%v Of thcs»e St 
|VQik< 4); ^vv^^ ;^. Mali, k ^^<eMraiIy sagpoasd to 
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have written his Gospel under the eye of St. Peter ; 
and St. Luke, the companion of St. Paul, put forth 
an account of " the things then most surely believed,'^ 
which he had gathered from those who had been 
eye-witnesses from the beginning. And St. John, 
the last surviving apostle, who "testified of these 
things, and wrote these things," closed the series 
about thirty years afterwards. If any witnesses, 
then, can bo supposed to have a full knowledge of 
the facts which they record, they are the evan- 
gelists and apostles, for they were eye-witnesses. 

2. But were they competent to judge of these 
facts? Could they not have been themselves de- 
ceived, and thus led to deceive others ? How de- 
ceived ! They had eyes to see, ears to hear, hands 
to handle. When a sick man was healed before 
them at a word, when an impotent man rose up 
and walked, when Lazarus came forth out of the 
grave, when with five barley-loaves and two small 
fishes they saw more than five thousand men fed 
in the wilderness, could they be deceived ? Impos- 
sible. The wonderful nature of the facts which they 
relate is not the question ; we only want to show 
the impossibility of deception in what they saw 
palpably done before their eyes. If habits of close 
intimacy are considered an important and neces- 
sary qualification in one who undertakes accurately 
to describe the sayings and doings of another, 
because it is deemed well-nigh impossible that such 
an one, thus favourably situated, can be deceived ; 
it is equally impossible that the first disciples of 
our Lord, following Him from place to place, and 
favoured with the most unreserved communication, 
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could have been deceiyed, when they simply record 
what they themselves had seen and heard. 

3. But were they naturally weak and credu- 
lous persons? Nay, rather, they were incredulous, 
reluctant to give up former prejudices, not liking 
the " new wine," but saying that " the old was 
better */' Mark their words, and therein read their 
character. Were ever men less under the influence 
of excitement ; more deliberate and self-possessed ? 
They write as if they scarcely had a wish to gain 
one proselyte. Bare facts are stated, and left to 
work their due efiect: and it has been well ob- 
served, that there is scarcely a note of admiration 
required throughout the Gospels. Can you conceive 
credulous enthusiasts writing in this manner ? You 
discern neither reveries, nor visions, nor undue 
self-exaltation, nor claims to superiority over other 
men ; but on the contrary, they record their own 
failings, enumerate their frequent mistakes, ac- 
knowledge their too sanguine anticipations, confess 
their timidity in the hour of trial ; nothing is con- 
cealed, nothing extenuated ; even the account of St. 
Peter's fall is given most fully in that very gospel 
which was prepared under his own eye ; and the 
rebuke of Christ after He had risen from the dead, 
for their unbelief "and slowness of heart,'' is pre- 
served and faithfully handed down to succeeding 
generations ! No mad enthusiasts would ever have 
written thus. Such, clearly, was not the character 
of the evangelists. Not a spark of weakness or credu- 
lity can be discerned either in their actions or their 
writings, so as to discredit their testimony. 

» Luke V. 39. 
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4. And when did they write these narratives? 
Did they undertake the task when objectors were 
silent in the grave, when contemporaries were re- 
moved out of their sight, or in places far distant 
from the scene of action ? No : but in the very 
place where the events occurred, at the very time 
they happened, and amongst the very persons 
healed, taught, fed, raised by their Master, even as 
they describe. It would have required, indeed, a 
measure of daring beyond all bounds, to have done 
this, if the whole account had been untrue : and it 
would have been an absolute impossibility to have 
gained currency for the fraud. The high priest, 
the Sanhedrim, the coimcil before whom the apos- 
tles were so often summoned, would never have 
condescended for one moment to deprecate the 
" bringing of this man's blood" upon them, as they 
did, if that blood had not actually been shed in 
their sight, and at their cry *. Their answer would 
have been prompt and scornful : " Your facts are 
false, and your story all a fable.'' Not acting thus, 
they affix upon this story a certain stamp of truth. 
Whatever the inferences might be touching our Lord, 
and however different the opinions of men concerning 
him, the main facts recorded in the Gospels were on 
all hands admitted to be true, nor could any one 
living in those days gainsay or resist them. 

5. But mark, once more, the consistency of 
conduct, and the holy lives of these witnesses 
even to the end. Wherefore should they pro- 
mulgate a fraud? To promote true holiness, and 
exhibit it in their own life and conversation ? lucre- 

< ActB V. ^B. 
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dible supposition ! What ! No self-indulgence 
tacitly allowed, when, supposing their narrative a 
fraud, they might have sanctioned, or at least have 
left uncondemned, each his own easily-besetting sin ? 
What ! No fleshly lust palliated, no worldly object 
commended, no ease allowed ? What ! Nothing but 
self-denial, lowliness of mind, disinterested love, and 
habitual control over every thought, word, and 
action : and a perfect pattern drawn of every excel- 
lence, the most faultless which can be imagined ; 
one, in which no speck or stain can be discerned ; 
one, which soars in effect far above any picture of 
spotless purity which ever master-hand has traced, 
or master-mind conceived: all this exhibited by 
humble illiterate men, meeting in some upper cham- 
ber to construct a fraud, in the idle expectation 
that some day all the world would believe it ! 
Why, really as I write, I feel that the truth 
of Christianity and the Bible would almost rest 
upon this single issue and be safe ! Look at Ma- 
hometanism ; the most plausible of all the impostures 
which have been palmed upon mankind. What are 
its main features ? A sensual paradise, for a sen- 
sual and imaginative people ! The sword, and the 
rewards of heaven to those dying by the sword, 
for a warlike, fierce, and predatory people I Some 
recognition of Christianity in certain of its his- 
torical facts, for Christians in a most low and 
degraded state ! And a fresh chapter in the 
Koran, whenever a fresh indulgence is craved by 
the prophet, or a fresh crime requires palliation ! 
Such is imposture ! But unblemished innocency is 
the seal of truth ; and it is morally impossible that 
men who presented to the world the highest stan- 
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dard of excellence that world has ever seen, con- 
forming to it themselves as far as in them lay, 
through life, could have imposed basely and deli- 
berately upon mankind. It is contrary to human 
nature. 

6. For, again, what had these witnesses under 
examination to gain by their supposed fraud? 
They attacked error every where. They boldly im- 
pugned the traditions of the Jews, and taught that 
they were no gods whom the heathen worshipped. 
Did they covet reputation, wealth, and honour? 
They took the direct and certain road to disgrace, 
poverty, and contempt. Did they aspire to head and 
lead a party, and thus get themselves a name? 
They spoke only of *' Jesus Christ, and him cru- 
cified ;" content, nay rejoicing, to " suflFer shame 
for his name's sake." The point, however, is not so 
much what treatment they actually received, as 
what they might reasonably have anticipated. The 
question is, What was their inducement to construct 
a fraud ? Suppose any motives you please ; those 
which I have already touched upon, or any others 
connected with personal ease, worldly splendour, will- 
ing dupes, obedient servants, or cringing followers : 
still they had to win men from the religion then 
dominant on earth, to the profession of a name and 
faith every where spoken against. How then did 
they set about it? How did they aim at these 
objects of ambition, and thus strive to " inherit the 
earth?" Why, by proclaiming that which was to 
**the Jew a stumbling-block," and to "the Greek 
foolishness," by decrying every thing which the world 
prized most highly, by striking at the root of tJjA 
claims of the Jews to 8upeTionty> wA ^^\i:^\s^^'>5^ 
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the strongest terms all polytheism and idolatry. 
Their creed accepted of no compromise, and ad- 
mitted of no amalgamation. It must prevail if 
it prevailed at all, by the overthrow of every sta- 
tue, altar, temple in the world ! No one can 
believe that sane men would construct these means, 
for the attainment of that end. Nothing but the 
supposition of their story being true will account 
for its being even promulgated. 

7. But treachery! Was there no treachery in 
ihe camp ? Of these twelve apostles, or of the 
hundred and twenty disciples who joined them 
:afterwards, was there not one to confess the fraud ? 
Did no heart fail ; no spirit faint under the inflic- 
diions which perhaps at first were little anticipated ? 
What ! all life long, after the reality of what they 
were to encounter had developed itself; when they 
had been driven from city to city; when Stephen 
had been stoned and James beheaded, and every one 
that killed them thought he was " doing God service f 
were there none found willing to recant, none to ac- 
Jjjiowledge the delusion, none to confess the fraud ? 
Not one. In their secret conclaves, and upon the 
mountain-tops ; amidst crowds of listeners, and in 
the synagogue or sacred temple ; by the river's side, 
and in the dungeon ; before kings, princes, and go- 
vernors ; with united voices, or alone ; it was still the 
same story, the same Jesus, the same atonement, the 
same resurrection, the same holiness, the same " life 
and immortality brought to light by the Gospel :" they 
" ceased not to teach and to preach Jesus Christ.^' 
One of their company betrays his Lord, even as 
it was foretold. Does he revel in the rewards of 
his iniquity, go about speaking evil of that name 



STEADFAST UNTO DEATH. 59 

whereby he was called, and denounce those com- 
panions with whom he had once taken counsel and 
walked as a friend ? No : " he went and hanged 
himself*!" Judas Iscariot, who went and hanged 
himself, was the only honest man amongst the 
disciples, if Christianity be false ; the only traitor, 
if it be true ! 

8. And then, finally, remember that all this stead- 
fastness might last very well for a time, and the 
apostles might endure much, and risk more, albeit 
conscious of their fraud, in the hope of better days : 
but when the rack was stretched, and the cross ex- 
hibited, and the sword drawn ; when wild beasts, in- 
furiated with hunger, were " roaring after their prey \' 
and when the solitary confessor of a proscribed faith 
and a crucified Master, with not one word of sympa- 
thy falling on his ear, not one tear attesting fellow- 
ship with his sufferings, not one voice uplifted in his 
behalf, was led out to a lingering death, amidst the 
upheavings of a tempest of mingled scorn and execra- 
tion : and when even under such appalling circum- 
stances, a word, a whisper, would have brought de* 
liverance : was that word never spoken, that whisper 
never heard ? Did no man's heart fail him at that 
hour of woe ? No apprehension make the voice falter, 
and the cheek grow pale ? No, never ! Living and 
dying, they agree with one consent, to one unvarying 
tale. They do every thing when they are free to act, 
they dare every thing when they are called to suffer. 
Their Master's sayings, sorrows, miracles, promises, 
life, death, resurrection, intercession, and second 
coming, ever form the burden of their song, the 
object of their faith, the source of their unbounded 

. ' Mfttt. xxvii. 6. ' 1 
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consolations : they, men calm, dispassionate, reason* 
able, and without guile; men holy, humble, self- 
denying ; men, who might have lived in ease and 
died in peace. Oh ! can any one have the heart to 
call them false witnesses, deceivers, liars ? Whilst our 
eyes are filled with tears at the record of such sorrows 
heaped upon the head of men " of whom the world 
was not worthy," shall we secretly allow the thought 
that they, these very self-same men, conceived the 
greatest wickedness, and executed the basest fraud 
the world has ever witnessed, and that it was suffered 
to grow and prosper to the eternal destruction of 
countless millions of mankind ? God forbid ! 

'' Whence but from heaven, could men unskilled in arts. 
In several ages bom, in several parts 
Weave such agreeing truths ! Or how, or why 
Should all conspire to cheat us with a lie I 
Unasked their pains, ungrateful their advice. 
Starving their gain, and martyrdom their price." 

Drtden. 

I am bold to say, then, in conclusion, that for all 
the reasons which have been now alleged, the evan- 
gelists and apostles are persons whose testimony 
cannot be rejected : and that their writings in the 
New Testament are credible, because they themselves 
are entitled to implicit confidence. And I say, 
moreover, that the evidence which rests upon their 
character, is suflSciently strong to establish the truth 
of any thing which does not involve in itself some 
positive contradiction, or some absolute impossibility, 
unless all character is worthless, and all testimony an 
idle tale. And I say still further, that if you believe 
not the evangelists and £|ipostles, neither would you 
hepeiBuaded though one rose from the dead. 



CHAPTER V. 

CEEDIBILITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (CONTINUED). 

Our subject is still the same as in the last chapter ; 
and having then considered the unblemished character 
of the evangelists and apostles, we now proceed to 
the other topics originally suggested, for the purpose 
of supplying additional and corroborative evidence to 
the credibility of the sacred writings. 

I shall have first to direct your attention to certain 
COMMEMORATIVE USAGES in attestation of some of the 
principal facts recorded in our sacred books ; and a 
few illustrations will show the importance of this 
species of evidence. 

The Jews, for instance, to this day obseiTe what is 
called " the Passover f and all tradition, far back as 
it reaches, mentions the same custom. The ob- 
servance itself then is a fact obvious and palpable to 
all. There it is : a feast annually celebrated by an 
entire people, and in a certain peculiar manner. 
Now Jewish records say, that in times long past, and 
on the very day still set apart, a mighty deliverance 
was wrought, and their fathers came up from a heavy 
bondage in Egypt. 

The observance then of the day, as a fact, affords 
strong corroborative testimony to the credibility of 
the record. 
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Again, to come down to an equally clear, but more 
familiar instance. It is a fact well known, that we ob- 
serve the 6 th day of November every year, on which, as 
history informs us, the king and parliament were in 
time past delivered from impending destruction. You 
doubt the history, it may be ; then you have the fact 
in confirmation of it. If there had been no treason 
meditated, no traitors seized, no hidden stores of gun- 
powder discovered, why did our fathers, and why do 
we, observe the day ? It is a commemorative usage ; 
a fact attesting the truth of history. The fact would 
almost suflSce without the history; but when it is 
taken as corroborative evidence, it makes the history 
quite indisputable. Both these instances, then, will 
serve to illustrate the nature of the proof we have 
in hand. 

Tliree grand distinctive facts of Christianity are 
presented to the view in sacred history : 

1. The establishment of the Christian dispensation. 

2. The suflFerings and death of Jesus Christ, its 
founder. 

3. His resurrection from the grave on the third 
day. 

Upon these, as upon firm foundations, the whole 
superstructure of Christianity, with its various doc- 
trines and duties, rests : and if they are true, Chris- 
tianity, as taught in Holy Scripture, is true likewise. 

Now there are three commemorative usages prac- 
tised in the Christian Church, which go to attest the 
truth of these historical records : 

1. Baptism. 

2. The Lord's Supper. 

3. The Lord's Day. i 
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iu heaven and in earth. Go ye, therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost '/' 

You deny the account thus given, if you deny the 
credibility of the Scriptures. I say, that the fact of 
the universal prevalence of holy baptism aflFords strong 
corroborative proof that the account is true, and the 
Scriptures consequently, so far, credible. I can bring 
many analogous cases in support of my assertion. 
You can bring none in support of your denial, and it 
must therefore go for nothing. 

It is exactly the same with the Sacrament of 
the Lord's Supper. Therein we " show the Lord's 
death till he come.'' If He had not died, if his 
body had not been broken, and his blood shed, would 
all Christians throughout the world be breaking 
bread, and pouring out wine in memory of Him? 
The evangelists and apostles in their several his- 
tories record the circumstances of his death. We 
keep up a commemorative usage in consequence, 
and with emblems strikingly significant of those 
circumstances. Does not this afford strong confirma- 
tion of the credibility of the accounts delivered to 
us by those evangelists and apostles ; even that the 
Lord died as they describe ? 

The evangelists say that Christ, the Founder of 
Christianity, suffered upon a cross, having instituted 
holy mysteries as memorials of his death. You doubt 
what they say ; you think the account not credible. 
See us then assembling continually around the table 
of our Lord, and keeping the feast. We hold this 

I Matt, xxviii. 18, 19. 
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to be strong confirmation in itself, of the accounts 
delivered to us. 

"Yes:" an objector insinuates, "but you have 
been imposed on. You only do as your fathers did ; 
and they also in time past were deceived. They 
were taught to believe that Christ had died, and 
were thus brought to acquiesce in an observance 
which you blindly follow.'* Now if this be so, I ask, 
when could it have taken place ; when did the fraud 
begin ? In the dark ages ? No : because the early 
fathers have many treatises upon the subject, written 
long before. Was it in the times of the early fa- 
thers then that it began ? No : for it is mentioned 
by the apostles, and regulated by them. Was it 
some ancient superstitious usage taken up, and 
grafted on Christianity? No: for no writers in 
the world, profane or sacred, mention it, before the 
time when it is said to have been instituted and 
ordained. It must have commenced then at that 
time. You are compelled of necessity to admit this ; 
but still persist in denying the reality and truth of 
the circumstances which it professes to commemorate. 
And thus you are driven, by your denial of what is 
credible, to this most incredible supposition : that 
thousands of persons joined with one accord in the 
commemoration of an event said to have happened 
in their days, and before their eyes, which never 
happened at all ! In fact, you admit a commemora- 
tion, but deny that there was any thing to com- 
memorate! This will never do. We, for our part, 
require no such suppositions, no such shifts as these. 

And then there is the Lord's Day. This is the 
third fact we have to touch upon. Christianity was 
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grafted upon Judaism as you know ; and the Jews 
always held the seventh day sacred, even as they do 
now. All Christendom, however, keeps the first day 
of the week holy ; why ? Why do we cease from 
work on the first, and not on the seventh day ? " It 
was part of the scheme of these impostors/' you per- 
haps reply. " They wanted a change in the religion 
of the world, and this was one of their changes." 

I say then, Gro and try such a scheme ! Take to 
you eleven other men of good report. Speak every 
where of some strange thing which you affirm to 
have happened ; something as strange as the resur- 
rection from the dead. Go, proclaim it on the house- 
tops, and in the corners of the streets. Select, and 
set apart a day in commemoration of it. Call all 
people dwelling around you to change their ac- 
customed habits, to cease firom work on this day, and 
keep it holy. Use every effort, and let all your time 
and infiuence be turned this way^ and devoted to this 
object. And what will you be called in the end? 
A madman ! as you deserve to be, for thinking that 
twelve obscure men could first forge a lie, and then 
persuade the world to institute commemorative usages 
in support of it ! The world is more difficult to move 
than sceptics sometimes think. Truth, tried, proved 
truth, will by God's help prevail, but very seldom 
forgery or falsehood. The Lord's day is a standing 
fact in support of the Gospel record, that our Lord 
rose from the dead upon that day. 

I am not saying, you will remember, that there 
have never been impostors upon earth Neither am 
I denying that such have found many deluded fol- 
lowers: or that, if an impostor, like Mahomet, for 
instance, chose to make one day sacred, which had 
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not been previously distinguished, his followers might 
not observe that day. This has been done ; and the 
Friday is more especially set apart as a high day 
amongst Mahometans, at the express command of the 
false prophet. But, I am saying, that neither Maho- 
met, nor any other impostor, could persuade a 
whole people that a certain event happened in their 
own times, and before their own eyes, which did not 
really happen, and which they knew could not pos- 
sibly have happened without their knowledge ; and 
then, in consequence of such persuasion, induce them 
to change old customs and adopt new ones ; give up 
one hallowed day, and hallow another I And, be it 
noted, that the observance of the Lord's day appears 
to have been a voluntary and spontaneous act. No 
command, so far as we know, was issued concerning 
it. The disciples and followers of Christ met on the 
first day of the week, simply to do honour to his 
dead body, according to the custom of the Jews. 
They found that He was risen ; and they have met 
on the first day of the week in commemoration of his 
resurrection ever since ! 

The exact difierence between the case of Maho- 
metanism or any other imposture, and our own case, 
may be clearly seen by running down the following 
pandlels : 

Mahomet, in time past, is said to have directed the 
observance of a certain day for purposes of religious 
worship, so-called ; and the day is accordingly ob- 
served by his followers down to the present time. 

The resurrection of Christ is said to have happened 
more than eighteen hundred years ago, on the first 
day of the week ; and that day is held sacred by Chris- 
tians down to the present time also. 
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In the former case, we have a fact (the observance 
of the day) which serves as a strong corroborative 
proof that the command of Mahomet was really 
issued, even as the Koran affirms. 

In the latter case, we have a fact also, (the observ- 
ance of the day,) as an equally strong corroborative 
proof that the resurrection really occurred, even as 
our Scriptures relate. 

But now mark the difference. Mahomet may have 
really issued the command, and the observance of his 
Friday makes it almost certain that he did ; and yet 
Mahometanism may be an imposture and delusion 
still. But if the resurrection took place, and the 
observance of our Lord's day makes it almost certain 
that it did; then Christ rose from the dead, and 
Christianity must be true ! 

This reasoning is as close as you could require : 
and in truth, I am bold to say, ere we leave this 
branch of corroborative evidence, that the whole of 
Christendom would not and could not now be observ- 
ing the Lord s day, partaking of the Lord's Supper, 
and administering Baptism ; unless the Gospel 
as a new disjH>nsation had been established, unless 
l^hrist had died, and unless He had risen from the 
dead on the thinl day. And if these are true, then 
tlio memorials of them, written in the Book, are true 
also. 

I enter now upon the third condition specified in 
the la^t chapter, though I ^all not be able to con- 
clude it in the prvsont. Wo keep to the same pointy 
the civdibitity of our saonnl narratives : and are about 
to examine the evidence which mav be dnawn firom 
rKOPAJCE ASP Jewish testdios't. Muck cannot be 
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expected. The profane historians, to whom our 
attention must be first directed, were Romans, 
living at a distance, heartily despising the Jews ; 
and, with their attention fixed almost exclusively 
upon matters of worldly glory, how could they know 
much of what was happening in an obscure corner 
of Palestine ? 

How little do we know now of the rise and fall of 
sects in the far East ! Leaders spring up, and pro- 
selytes are gathered ; and who ever hears of it ? I 
remember well my own surprise, when, travelling 
with the present Metropolitan of India, far from the 
seat of government, we met with a leader and pro- 
fessed teacher of religion, holding neither the tenets 
of Brahminism, nor Buddhism, nor Mahometanism, 
and yet possessing more than a million of followers 
and disciples, and revered throughout a whole district. 
Who ever heard of this in England ? Who ever wrote 
of this in England ? Who cares about it, compara- 
tively, in England ? 

It was just the same, or nearly the same, in Rome. 
They were for the most part equally careless, or igno- 
rant, touching what must have appeared to them the 
rise of a small sect in Palestine ; a bubble on the 
surface of society, which would soon burst, and was 
scarcely deemed worthy of the historian^s notice. It 
is in vain, therefore, to expect much concerning the 
details of Christianity from such a source. The broad 
facts of it, however, we have ; and, as the testimony 
of enemies, it is very conclusive. 

The first word of profane testimony comes before 
us in the form of a quotation. The original record 
is lost ; but it would not have been publicly quoted, 
had it not been extant at the time ; for no one writing 
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a book to be believed, quotes from another which has 
no existence. Now we know well from history, that 
the governors of Roman provinces were required to 
send to Rome a full account of all remarkable oc- 
currences, as " The Acts '* of their respective govern- 
ments. It was thus with Pontius Pilate, the Roman 
governor of Judea. He sent in an account of the 
death and resurrection of Christ, in the " Memoirs " 
of Jewish aflFairs transacted under his government 
The memoir itself is lost : but the fact is attested 
by Eusebius, the ecclesiastical historian. Referring 
to it, he says, " The Saviour's resurrection being much 
talked of throughout Palestine, Pilate informed the 
emperor of it, and likewise of his miracles." Nor is 
this all. To this memoir, well known, and laid! up, 
doubtless, amongst the archives of the empire, the 
Christians, in their various writings and " apologies,'* 
had always been accustomed to refer ; considering it 
then, even as I am considering it now^ strong cor- 
roborative testimony to the credibility of their sacred 
histories. Thus Justin Martyr in his first Apology 
for the Christians, having mentioned the crucifixion, 
adds, " And that these things were so done, you may 
know from the Memoirs, or Acts in the time of Pon- 
tius Pilate."" And this Apology was written, you 
will remember, only about one hundred years after 
the crucifixion, and was addressed to the Emperor 
Antoninus Pius, and the Senate of Rome. TertuUian 
also refers to the same authentic, and, at that time, 
well known document. Speaking about the death, 
resurrection, and ascension of Christ, and the first 
promulgation of the Gospel, he says, " Of all these 
things relating to Jesus Christ, Pilate himself, in his 
conscience already a Christian, sent an account to 
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Tiberius, then emperor/' " Search your own public 
writings/' he adds, addressing the Senate, " and you 
will find that Nero himself was the first who mged 
against this sect, then rising in Rome." 

It is incredible that such writers should have made 
such appeals to emperors and senates, if the docu- 
ments referred to, filled with corroborative testimony 
to the main facts of Christianity, had not been in ex- 
istence, and in their possession at the time ! 

But again, Tacitus the historian, about thirty years 
only after the crucifixion, being then in Rome, and 
having access to all authentic documents, writes 
thus concerning Christianity. I quote his own words. 
Referring to the destruction of the city of Rome by 
fire, which was justly attributed to the Emperor 
Nero, he says, " The infamy of that horrible transac- 
tion still adhered to him. To suppress if possible 
this common rumour, Nero procured others to be 
accused ; and punished with exquisite tortures a race 
of men detested for their evil practices, who were 
commonly known by the name of Christians. The 
author of that sect was Christ, who in the reign of 
Tiberius was punished with death as a criminal, by 
the procurator, Pontius Pilate." We have here a 
short summary of the Gospel narrative itself, from 
the pen of the writer of the Roman Annals ! What 
would you more ? Would you know what he thought 
of that Christianity to which he bears such valuable, 
though involuntary testimony? He calls it an 
** execrable superstition :" he says that the Christians 
were " detested for their evil practices ;" that they 
were " enemies to mankind ;" and that they were 
"really deserving of exemplary punishment." We 
readily forgive, however, his hard words, in con- 
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sideration of tlie vast additional force they add to 
his testimony. 

The next witness is the calm and philosophical 
minister of a calm and philosophical emperor, Trajan. 
I refer to the younger Pliny, wlio, in the year 107, 
writes a long letter to his master in Rome, concern- 
ing the persecutions which he had been some years 
before directed to carry on against the Christians. 
This letter is still extant, but is far too long for in- 
sertion here. In the earlier part of it, Pliny seeks 
directions how best to bring about a return to former 
usages, amongst those who had embraced Christianity. 
He describes how eagerly he has received the least 
outward sign of submission ; and how, in order to 
procure it, he has mingled mildness with severity. 
He laments what he considers the temporary downfal 
of heathenism, and says how temples had been neg- 
lected, and offerings withheld, and the gods dis- 
honoured. He speaks of the vast multitudes of the 
accused ; persons of " all ages, every rank, and both 
sexes f and declares that " the contagion of this 
superstition had seized, not cities only, but the lesser 
towns and the open country also."" All this testimony 
is an express confirmation of the truth of our sacred 
writings, touching the rapid spread of the Gospel, and 
the persecutions which the early Christians were called 
to endure. It is a striking commentary upon the First 
Epistle of St. Peter, addressed to the " strangers scat- 
tered through Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and 
Bithynia;'' for this Pliny was the emperor's lieu- 
tenant in those very provinces. 

Furthermore, our sacred books relate, how Chris- 
tians used to meet together on the " Lord's day * ;" 

' Acts XX. 7* Key. i. 10. 
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how on these and other solemn occasions they were 
wont to sing hymns (our Lord Himself sanctioning 
the practice during his life, and the apostles en- 
joining it after his death ') ; how they worshipped 
Christ as God * ; how they administered baptism * ; 
how frequent was their celebration of the Lord's 
Supper • ; how holy were their lives ' : all these are 
related, as you know, in our sacred histories: and 
the question before us is, Are these histories credible ? 
Are these accounts to be believed ? Hear then the 
corroborative testimony of the same Pliny, writing 
before the death of St. John the Divine, to his master, 
the emperor of Rome. " They (the Christians) 
were wont to meet together on a stated day before it 
was light, (the very hour of the resurrection, you 
observe !) and to sing amongst themselves, alternately, 
a hymn to Christ as God ; and bind themselves by 
an oath, not to the commission of any wickedness, 
but that they would not be guilty of theft, robbery, 
or adultery ; that they would never falsify their word, 
nor deny a pledge committed to them when called 
upon to return it. When these things were performed, 
it was their custom to separate, and then to come 
together again to a meal, which they took in common, 
without any disorder." 

Can you have stronger confirmation of our accounts 
than this ? It is written by a heathen persecutor. 
It might have been written by the very men who 
wrote the Gospels. Such is truth ! It matters not 
who speaks it. Pliny little thought that his words 
would be quoted eighteen hundred years after they 

» Mark xiv. 26. Eph. v. 19. 

^ John XX. 28. Matt, xxviii. 9. 

a Acts ii. 41. « Acts xx. 7- ^ Acts ii. 46, 47. 
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were written, in confirmation of the very faith he was 
endeavouring to destroy. 

Passages to a similar effect, though not so strong 
nor so express, could be adduced from Suetonius, 
Martial, Juvenal ; all of whom lived during the life- 
time of St. John. And I could refer you to allusions 
inLucian, Celsus, Epictetus, the emperor Marcus Anto- 
ninus, Galen, Porphyry, and Julian. These lived in the 
first, second, and third centuries. They were enemies 
to Christianity ; but all allude to its main features, 
as facts, upon which, with greater or less bitterness, 
they comment. But I should weary you, and prolong 
this topic too much. It may suffice to say that 
wherever and whenever profane writers touch upon 
the subject at all, their testimony is always and 
without exception corroborative of the sacred histories 
we have : and the only weak point of this argument 
is, that after all, they say so little. 

I have however already mentioned the reasons why 
we should expect but little : and in addition to what 
I then said, it must doubtless have occurred to your 
minds, that many of the profane writings of those 
days are lost. This idea is true. By far the greater 
part is lost ; and what we have, consists chiefly 
of mere fragments. What the testimony would 
have been, had all their writings been preserved, it is 
not for me to say. I can rest no argument upon it ; 
but neither can objectors do so. They cannot tell, as 
I cannot say, that the weight of the testimony we 
have would not be increased a thousand-fold. To 
draw sinister conclusions from the silence of profane 
writers, when the greater part of their works is 
lost, seems to me childish. Yet this has been one 
of the strongholds of infidelity. I cannot now go 
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flilly into the subject ; but I can give you a specimen, 
which will not fail to impress your minds. It is as 
follows : — 

St. Matthew, when relating^ the signs attendant 
upon the crucifixion of Christ, says, that "from the 
sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto 
the ninth hour * f and his account is confirmed both 
by St. Mark, and St. Luke. Here then is a fact re- 
corded by the evangelists. But it is unnoticed by 
any profane historian of those times. It wants, 
therefore, as a fact, that very kind of confirmatory 
evidence which we have been giving to the credibility 
of the general history. This defect of evidence has 
been seized upon by Gibbon, the subtle enemy of 
Christianity. In gentle terms, he insinuates his 
surprise that this miraculous event should pass with- 
out notice in an age of science and history. Seneca 
and the elder Pliny were then living, and " must," he 
says, "have experienced the immediate effects, or 
received the earliest intelligence of the prodigy." 
And he goes on to add, that each of these philoso- 
phers, in a laborious work, has recorded all the great 
phenomena of nature, earthquakes, meteors, comets, 
and eclipses, which his indefatigable industry could 
collect ; and that Pliny has " a distinct chapter, 
devoted to eclipses of an extraordinary nature and 
unusual duration." Now the argument of this un- 
believer is drawn, you perceive, from the silence of 
profane historians, as to the preternatural darkness in 
which Judea was involved at the crucifixion : and 
the sting of his remark turns upon the fact that Pliny, 

• Matt. xxTii. 45. 
E 2 
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an observant and laborious writer, had devoted a 
whole chapter to the subject. Since in that chapter 
he mentioned not this darkness, Gibbon would have 
his readers infer that the narrative of the evangelists, 
being unsupported when and where it might have 
been expected to obtain support, is incredible and 
untrue. 

Will any one believe that a man of sane mind 
would venture upon this argument, when we our- 
selves can turn to the pages of Pliny, and read (as 
he himself must be supposed to have done) this very 
chapter on eclipses, and find, as we do, that it con- 
tains in the original, but eighteen words? Tliese 
eighteen words may be thus rendered, " Eclipses of 
the sun are sometimes of extraordinary duration, 
such as that which took place on the death of Caesar, 
and during the war with Antony, when the sun ap- 
peared pale for nearly a year."' There is nothing 
more, not a word ! To such shifts are unbelievers 
driven, when they would assail the credibility of the 
Gospel history. 

And even thus also have I heard, in our own days, 
whole multitudes listening to the apostles of in- 
fidelity, and receiving with unbounded applause, 
statements which Christians would blush either to 
make, or to believe. 

A man rises to affirm that the tale of the cruci- 
fixion is false. And why false ? Because there is 
no record of it. " Show me the record,'' this is his cry ; 
*' Show me the record of the crucifixion of Jesus 
Christ in the Roman annals, and then, and not till 
then, will I believe. But they cannot show me this, 
^^n||herefore the story is all a lie." And men, called 
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rational, hung upon his words, and received all this 
at his mouth with enthusiastic welcome, uplifted 
hands, and loud acclamations : '' It is a case decided ! 
The tale of the crucifixion is false ! The Bible is a 
forgery and a lie!" None pondering in his heart 
such thoughts as these : " Can my faith, or the faith of 
any one, be shaken by arguments like this ? If the 
record of the execution of some malefactor in Jerusa- 
lem, the day, or week, or month before the crucifixion, 
and the record of the execution of another malefactor, 
the day, or week, or month after, were still preserved 
and still forthcoming ; and if every thing touching 
the crucifixion of our Lord as a malefactor, in the 
interval between them, was a blank, and no record 
of it any where appeared : then, and on that supposi- 
tion, the matter might admit of discussion, and 
would require some explanation. But all records are 
lost ; those which went before, and those which fol- 
lowed after ; how therefore can men thus argue that 
Christianity is false, and glory in their unbelief ? '' 

Yes, men peril their souls upon such sophistry as 
this ! And still they go up and down the world, 
saying, " We are the people, and wisdom shall die 
with us !" How exactly do the words of one we have 
already quoted in a previous chapter, meet this argu- 
ment of infidelity! The Roman records have all 
perished, as we say, but his witness and testimony 
yet remains to supply the deficiency. " At the moment 
of Christ's death,'' TertuUian says, "the light de- 
parted from the sun, and the land was darkened 
at noon-day : which wonder is related in your own 
annals, and is preserved in your archives to thia 
day.'' 

E 8 
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Sadly do these remarks illustrate the depravity of 
the human heart, and confirm the truth of our 
blessed Lord's own words, that " men love darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds are evil 

» John iii. 19. 
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CHAPTER VL 

CREDIBILITY OF THE NEW TESTAMENT (CONCLUDED) : AND 
CONNEXION BETWEEN THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
ESTABLISHED. 

In proving the credibility of the New Testament, we 
have considered the character of the evangelists and 
apostles, examined certain commemorative usages 
practised in the Christian Church, and adduced the 
testimony of profane writers. To this last Jewish 
testimony is to be added ; and then, having further 
considered the evidence which ancient monuments, 
coins, and medals afford, we shall have fulfilled the 
four conditions originally specified. 

The full force of every argument in favour of the 
New Testament will then be brought to bear upon 
the Old ; and I shall claim for both alike, the right 
to be received, not yet as divine (for that point will 
be established in a following chapter), but as books 
genuine and credible, and entitled to implicit con- 
fidence. 

We turn now to the consideration of Jewish tes- 
timony: and I will confine my remarks to Jose- 
phus, who wrote a History of the Wars of the 
Jews in the year 76 ; and a Dissertation on Jewish 

E 4 
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Antiquities in the year 93. It is scarcely necessaiy 
for me to remark, that Josephus lived and died a 
Jew, deeply imbued with all the prejudices of his 
nation. 

You fully appreciate, I trust, the nature and 
force of evidence of this kind. It stands thus: 
We have in the New Testament certain narratives, 
written by certain individuals, in which certain 
events are described ; and the question is, whether 
the narratives thus delivered to us are worthy of 
credit? Now if no other record of any kind re- 
mains, either to contradict or to confirm these nar- 
ratives, then are we compelled to fall back entirely 
upon the personal character of the individuals who 
wrote them. But if other records of the same 
date, and referring, more or less directly, to the 
same events, are in existence, then we examine these 
records most carefully, to see how far they agree 
with, or differ from our own accounts. In case of dis- 
agreement, we proceed to weigh in an even balance 
the claims of the respective writers, by comparing 
their characters, opportunities, and motives; and 
thus we are enabled to decide whether of the twain 
is most deserving of our confidence. But in case 
of agreement between them, and more especially 
if the one is an avowed enemy of that faith, 
which the other would fain establish, we deem the 
corroborative testimony thus acquired, to be of the 
utmost importance. It is the more valuable, be- 
cause quite incidental and perfectly independent. 

Now the Jewish historian, Josephus, was bom about 
four years after the crucifixion of our Lord. He. 
was therefore contemporary with the evangelists and 
apostles ; and in his writings he refers to many of 
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the same individuals, and treats of the same subjects 
that are discussed by them. We have no need to 
weigh his character against theirs, because there is 
no discrepancy in their several accounts. But it 
may add weight to the corroborative testimony 
which Josephus bears, when it is remembered that he 
has always been deemed a faithful chronicler of the 
events which he records, and a writer whose word, 
on the whole, may be safely trusted. I proceed, 
therefore, at once to compare his statements with 
our sacred histories. 

Various individuals, as you know, are mentioned 
in the Gospels as living at or about the time of our 
Lord, and their respective characters and actions are 
described. Various events, also, of greater or less 
peculiarity are related in the Acts of the Apostles. 
Now we want something to confirm the veracity of 
the accounts thus handed down to us. We want to 
be assured that these individuals really lived at that 
time, and really bore the characters ascribed to them. 
We want some independent testimony confirmatory 
of the events recorded. And this we find in the 
Jewish historian Josephus. 

1. First of all, St. Matthew, in the beginning of 
his Gospel, says that " Jesus was bom in Bethlehem 
of Judea, in the days of Herod the King *." Josephus 
says, in confirmation of this, that King Herod reigned 
over all Judea for thirty-seven years, even to the 
time of Augustus. Thus referring to the same 
individual, and the same date. 

2. " Herod sent forth and slew all the children 
that were in Bethlehem and in all the coasts thereof, 
from two years old and under*," says the Evangelist 

> Matt. U. 1. > Matt ii. 16. 
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JonephiM describes Herod as a compoimd of ambi- 
tion and ftangninary cruelty :— exactly the character 
rach an act required 

3. When Joseph heard that " Arehelaus did 
reign in Judea in the room of his father Herod, 
he was afraid to go thither '/' Why ? Our accounts 
only state the fact; Josephus supplies the reason. 
He says that almost the first act of Arehelaus was 
to slay three thousand Jews at the feast of the Pass- 
over : and records the fact, that " in the tenth year 
of his government, the chief of the Jews and Sa- 
maritans, not being able to endure his cruelty and 
tyranny, presented complaints against him to Caesar*." 
Wo see here sufficient ground for Joseph's fear. 

4. Our own accounts of John the Baptist, as re- 
corded by St. Matthew and St. Luke, you are fami- 
liar with *. Bear them in mind whilst you listen to 
JoHophus : " Some of the Jews were of opinion 
that God had suffered Herod's army to be destroyed 
as a just punishment for the death of John, called 
tlie liaptist. For Herod had killed him, who was 
a just man, and who had called upon the Jews to 
bo baptized, and to practise virtue. And many 
coming to him, (for they were wonderfully taken 
with his discourses,) Herod was seized with ap- 
prehensions, lost by his authority they should 
be lod into sedition against him. Being taken up 
on this suspicion of Herod, and sent bound to the 
oaatlo of Machroruns, he was slain therefore *." The 
facta an> precisely the same as in the New Testa- 
ment : only that the Jewish historian gives the os- 
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tensible and public reason ; the Evangelist, the occa- 
sion and secret motive which brought about the death 
of John the Baptist. 

5. We are familiar with the narrative given in the 
Acts of the Apostles of the death of another Herod, 
who was smitten in the hour of his pride, because 
he gave not God the glory '. I will not repeat the 
scriptural account, but quote the words of Josephus. 
Thus he writes : " Having reigned three years, 
Herod came down to Caesarea. There he celebrated 
shows in honour of the emperor. He came into the 
theatre early in the morning, dressed in a robe or 
garment made wholly of silver, of most exquisite 
workmanship, which reflecting the rays of the rising 
sun, gave him a majestic and awful appearance. 
In a short time,'' says Josephus, "his flatterers 
exclaimed, one from one part, and one from another, 
that he was a god, and entreated him to be 
propitious to them, saying, ' Hitherto we have 
reverenced thee as a man, but henceforth we 
acknowledge that tliou art exalted above human 
nature.' This impious flattery he neither reproved 
nor rejected : but immediately after, being seized 
with a most painful disorder, lie was carried with all 
haste to the palace, and, worn out with excruciating 
pain, soon expired *." It is mentioned in the Acts 
of the Apostles that he was "eaten of worms.'* 
Josephus refers only to his extreme sufferings. The 
one, therefore, describes the effect of his disease, the 
other the cause. And you will at once perceive the 
full force of this corroborative testimony. 

6. When, in consequence of a sudden uproar in 

' Acts xii. 23. * Jos. \tiI.\\>>. tail. ^.^^t^fe^^N..'!- 
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Jerusalem, St. Paul was bound with two chains and 
carried into the castle, the chief captain is said, in 
the Acts of the Apostles, to have expressed surprise 
that he could speak Greek, and to have inquired, 
" Art thou not that Egyptian, which before these days 
madest an uproar, and leddest out into the wilderness 
four thousand men that were murderers'?^' Jose- 
phus gives a full account of the transaction thus 
incidentally referred to : and, as a singular coinci- 
dence, he never mentions the name of the leader 
of this band of murderers, but calls him, as St. 
Luke does, " the Egyptian :* " the Egyptian false 
prophet \" A striking instance of the accuracy of 
the sacred writer. The name was unknown. 

7. Josephus says, and his testimony is confirmed 
by Philo and other writers, that the Jews were dis- 
persed into many countries before the destruction of 
Jerusalem. In the Acts of the Apostles {pussi'm) we 
read that St. Paul preached in the Jewish synagogues 
at Antioch, Iconium, Thessalonica, Athens, Ephesus, 
and Rome. 

8. St. Paul, speaking of the various persecutions he 
had been called to endure, says : " Of the Jews five 
times received I forty stripes, save one '." The con- 
firmation in Josephus is very striking, because the 
Jewish law really allowed forty stripes to be inflicted, 
as may be seen in Deut. xxv. 3 : and it shows that the 
sacred writer was guided by facts, not books. The 
words of Josephus, as describing the custom which 
had then obtained, are these : " He that acts contrary 
hereto, let him receive forty stripes wanting one from 
the public officer*." 

• Acts xxi. 38. 1 Jos. de Bell. lib. ii. c. 13, sect 5. 

^ 2 Cor. id. 2L * Jos. Ant. Ub. w. c, 8» «ftcU 2L 
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9. In the Acts of the Apostles we read, that " In 
those days came prophets from Jerusalem to Antioch, 
and there stood up one of them named Agabus and 
signified by the spirit that there should be a great 
dearth throughout all the world (c^' oXijv Trjv olicov- 
fiivfiv)f which came to pass in the days of Claudius 
Caesar */' In strong confirmation of this statement, 
Josephus says : " In their time (viz. about the fifth 
or sixth year of Claudius) a great dearth happened 
in Judea *." 

Such, then, are a few specimens of the corrobo- 
rative testimony borne by Josephus, the most im- 
portant of all the Jewish writers ; and, when added 
to the weight of profane testimony already adduced, 
they go very far to establish the credibility of our 
sacred narratives. We might easily have enlarged 
upon this topic, and shown how all the customs 
mentioned in the New Testament as prevalent in the 
time of our Lord, all the places frequented by Him, 
tlie sects then existing, the prejudices fostered, the 
traditions held, the vices tolerated, are in perfect 
accordance with distinct and contemporaneous his- 
tory. But I promised brevity, and I must forbear. 

Our third point having been suflSciently established, 
we will proceed another step in the argument, and 
refer to the silent, but expressive attestation 

OF COINS, MEDALS, AND MONUMENTS, SOme of which 

remain to the present day. This species of evi- 
dence, though similar in its nature, differs some- 
what from another which is known by the name of 
Undesigned Coincidences, because drawn from the dis- 

* Aeto zi 28. » Job. KTvt,\\\i, xjl. ^. \,^<5.V'1» 
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coveiy of incidental points of agreement between dif- 
ferent parts of the sacred writings themselves. For 
instance, the New Testament contains thirteen epistles 
written by St. Paul ; and a book called the Acts 
of the Apostles, which enters largely into the history 
of the same individual. Most minute details are 
discernible both in the history and in the epistles. 
If the respective writers, therefore, were partners in 
some fraud, it is almost certain that some of the 
events related in the history would contradict some 
of the allusions contained in the epistles. Perfect 
agreement in all points would be quite impossible, 
unless truth were the foundation of both. Now a 
most careful examination not only establishes a 
perfect agreement between them, but proves, beyond 
all controversy, from the very circuitous nature of 
the investigation itself, that such agreement was 
entirely without design. And this affords tho 
strongest possible proof that the writings were 
genuine, and the transactions real. I will venture to 
illustrate my meaning by a few examples in this 
place ; partly, because it is a point of evidence too 
important in itself to be omitted ; and partly, be- 
cause it will serve to bring out clearly the similar but 
more independent character of the testimony from 
coins, medals, and monuments, which will follow. 

The Acts of the Apostles, therefore, written by 
St. Luke, and the thirteen epistles written by St. 
Paul, being open before us, we compare them, in 
order to discover such points of agreement as are 
manifestly without design. 

St. Paul, writing to Timothy, his own son in the 
&ith, says, " From a child thou hast known the 
hljr ScnptureB, which are able to make thee wise 
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unto salvation '/' This knowledge of Holy Scripture 
seems strange in Timothy, seeing that his father 
was a Greek : and St. Paul himself no where explains 
it. It seems unaccountable to us, how the child of 
a heathen parent could from his infancy be so 
familiar with the sacred writings of the Jews. And 
thus would it have remained, and the correctness 
of St. Paul's statement concerning Timothy might 
have been always disputed as unnatural, but for one 
sentence introduced, evidently without design, into 
the Acts of the Apostles. The moment we read 
there that his mother " was a Jewess V' the whole 
mystery is solved, and the exact agreement of both 
writers fully established. 

In the Epistle to the Romans, St. Paul says, " I 
commend unto you Phoebe our sister, which is a 
servant of the church which is at Cenchrea, that 
ye receive her in the Lord, as becometh saints, and 
that ye assist her in whatsoever business she hath 
need of you : for she hath been a succourer of many, 
and of me also'.'' Cenchrea certainly was in the 
neighbourhood of Corinth, but we no where read an 
account of St. Paul having been in that place, and 
never of his having established a church there. 
How then could Phoebe, a servant of that church, 
have succoured him ? Does he feign the service ren- 
dered, in order to obtain for her the favour sought ? 
This might be said by one who had looked in vain 
through both the Acts and the epistles for an ac- 
count of St. Paul's visit to Cenchrea. But a single 
undesigned coincidence in one passage, clears up 
the whole matter most perfectly. In the eighteenth 



• 2 Tim. iij. 15. y Acto xv\. \. * 'B^qvw.ilnW 



88 UHDESIGKED GO1HGIDEN0B8. 

chapter of the Acts we read, that " Paul took his 
leave of the brethren, and sailed thence into Syria, 
having shorn his head in Cenchrea, for he had a 
vow •/' This then was the visit, this the intercourse, 
and here the opportunity of succouring the apostle, 
to which reference is made : and the whole account 
is proved true, without the least design ! 

Again, in the First Epistle to the Corinthians, St. 
Paul says, "Now if Timotheus come, .... let no man 
therefore despise him V Why despise him? No similar 
direction was ever written by St. Paul concerning any 
other messenger. Why should Timothy be despised ? 
Turn to the fourth chapter of the First Epistle to 
Timothy himself, and you will find another unde- 
signed coincidence, and a sufficient reason : St. Paul 
says, " Let no man despise thy youth */' Timothy 
then was a young man : and hence the injunction to 
the church ! Does not this look like truth ? 

In the Second Epistle to the Corinthians, St. Paul 
writes, " When I was present with you and wanted, 
I was chargeable to no man : for that which was lack- 
ing to me, the brethren which came from Macedonia 
supplied*.'' The fact of this supply is no where men- 
tioned, nor who brought it : but the exact date, and 
the fitting opportunity is introduced in the most 
incidental manner possible, in the eighteenth chap- 
ter of the Acts. There we read that " After these 
things Paul departed from Athens, and came to 
Corinth.'' "And when Silas and Timotheus were 
come from Macedonia, Paul was pressed in the spirit, 
and testified to the Jews that Jesus was Christ *.'' 
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Silas and Timotheus came therefore to St. Paul at 
Corinth, bringing that supply from Macedonia which 
he needed, and to which he referred ! Think you 
that it is possible such minute points of agreement 
could hold good, on the supposition that the sacred 
books were written merely to answer a purpose, and 
to impose upon mankind ? 

Though there are many more instances, I will 
mention only one, which approaches very nearly to 
a contradiction, and yet in the result, is a most 
striking evidence of truth. In the enumeration of 
the various afflictions to which he was exposed, St. 
Paul says to the Corinthians in his Second Epistle, 
" Once was I stoned *." Now what says the history ? 
It very nearly contradicts this, but not quite. For 
it says, that at Lystra "certain Jews came from 
Antioch and Iconium, who persuaded the people^ 
and having stoned Paul, drew him out of the city, 
supposing he had been dead '.'' And it mentions also 
an earlier occasion in which " an assault was made 
of the Gentiles, and also of the Jews, with their 
rulers, to use them despiteftilly and to stone them.'' 
But " they were ware of it," the history just adds, 
" and fled unto Lystra and Derbe ^" Now this hap- 
pened at Iconium, before the epistle was written. 
So that had the assault been completed; had a single 
stone been actually thrown as was intended ; or even 
had the account of the transaction stopped without 
telling us that Paul and his companions were aware 
of the danger and fled, a contradiction between the 
history and the epistle woidd have ensued — the his- 
tory leading us to infer that St. Paul had been stoned 

*2Cor. xi. 26. « Acts xiv. 10. *» K^VaTkv*.^^^. 
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twice ; and the epistle, once ! Truth is necessarily 
consistent : but it is scarcely possible that independent 
and separate accounts, not having truth to guide them, 
should thus advance to the very brink of contradiction, 
without falling into it. 

But I have said enough for my purpose ; which 
was just to touch upon this branch of evidence, as 
testing truth to the uttermost, and then to use it as 
an introduction to that which is more immediately be- 
fore us. Coins, medals, and monuments, do for the 
Gospel history the same that the Epistles of St. Paul 
have done in what has been just advanced : that 
is, they bring out truth incidentally and without 
design. 

You will readily understand that a coin of one of 
our early English monarchs, would never have been 
struck, unless he had actually reigned. So also, a 
Waterloo medal would never be seen upon the breasts 
of our gallant soldiers, or preserved in the cabinets of 
the curious, if the battle of Waterloo had not really 
been fought. And it is just the same with ancient 
monuments. They are witnesses to the facts of 
history. Truth lies hidden in their deep cut lines. 
All doubtful and disputed points, therefore, are gene- 
rally considered settled, when this species of evidence 
can be produced. Now many of the facts of Revela- 
tion are preserved, and many of its obscurities cleared 
up, by such memorials; and some specimens I proceed 
to lay before you. 

1. Our sacred history dwells largely upon the 
temple service, and the religious observances of the 
Jews. Amongst other things, we read of the golden 
candlestick with its seven branches, of the table of 
shewhread, the cup of drink-offering, the censer, and 
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the silver trumpets used to proclaim the year of 
Jubilee : and we know who it was that foretold the 
abolition of all these usages, the destruction of this 
temple with all its services, the overthrow of Jeru- 
salem, and the captivity of the people '. Is all this, 
then, some cunningly devised fable? Or is it sup- 
ported by any satisfactory and independent evidence? 
Go, visit the Via Sacra at Rome ; and you will see 
there the Arch of Titus, erected to commemorate the 
destruction of Jerusalem, and still standing to attest 
the truth of sacred history and divine prophecy! 
Upon it is sculptured by some Roman of those days, 
a long procession of captive Jews, bearing upon their 
shoulders in the train of the conqueror, the very 
candlestick, cup, table, censer, and trumpets whereof 
we have spoken. Prints have made you familiar 
with the design ; but have you ever considered the 
strong, though silent attestation it presents to the 
truth of Holy Scripture ? Henceforth whenever taste 
is gratified, let faith be strengthened also, by the 
examination. 

2. Again, in the Acts of the Apostles, we read 
that Lydia, a seller of purple of the city of " Thy- 
atira," had settled at Philippi •. This would indicate 
that Thyatira was distinguished for the art of dyeing 
purple, a very costly branch of commerce in those 
days. If there is any thing then to prove this, it 
proves also the fidelity of the sacred writer, even to 
the most minute particulars. Now amongst the ruins 
of Thyatira, upon a fragment which might have 
formed part of the entrance to some hall, or place of 
meeting for members of the craft, there is an inscrip- 

• Luke xix. 41. * K^i\s>05\AV. 
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tion still extant, with the words 01 BA^EIS, or 
" The Dyers." This must surely tend to confirm our 
confidence in the accuracy of our sacred books ! 

3. Again, we have an account in the same narra- 
tive of a singular tumult at Ephesus, raised at the 
instigation of Demetrius the silversmith, who made 
silver shrines for Diana. The preaching of St. Paul 
having a tendency to bring their craft into dis- 
repute, a great outcry was made, and the Town 
Clerk, in order to appease it, is related by St. Luke 
to have said amongst other things, "What man is 
there that knoweth not how that the city of the 
Ephesians is a worshipper (vewK6pov) of the great 
goddess Diana '/' The word thus used by the sacred 
historian is remarkable, and expressive of a peculiar 
dedication to the service of the goddess, as her 
" Temple-Keeper.'' It is nevertheless strictly appli- 
cable. For coins of Ephesus are still extant, having 
upon them a figure of the goddess, surrounded by an 
inscription in which these words are distinctly visible, 
NEQKOPQN E^ESIQN, denoting a coin "of the 
Temple-Keeping Ephesians.'' St. Luke probably re- 
corded the very words used by the Town Clerk of 
Ephesus. 

4. The same writer mentions that when St. Paul 
was at Athens, he found an altar with this inscrip- 
tion, TO THE UNKNOWN GoD * : and that he thence took 
occasion to address the Athenians on the folly of 
idolatry, and to preach unto them " Jesus, and the 
resurrection." No altar with this inscription has 
come down to us : but that there was such an altar, 
with such an inscription, we learn positively from 
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Lucian. The occasion of its erection was this ; the 
Athenians being visited by a pestilence, invited 
Epimenides to lustrate, or purify their city. The 
method adopted by him was, to carry several sheep 
to the Areopagus, whence they were left to wander 
as they pleased, under the observation of persons 
appointed to attend them. As each sheep lay down 
it was sacrificed on the spot, to the propitious god. 
By this ceremony, it is said, the city was relieved. 
But as it was still unknown what particular deity 
had been propitious, an altar was erected on every 
spot where a sheep had been sacrificed, to the un- 
known God ' ! One of these altars, therefore, had 
attracted the notice of St. Paul, as recorded by the 
evangelist ! 

And now, need I go further, or add more in proof 
of the credibility of our sacred narratives ? I can 
truly say, that not the one half has been told you. 
And yet I think I have said enough. And when it 
is recollected that all this mass of evidence, as drawn 
from the character of the evangelists and apostles, 
from the commemorative usages of Christianity, 
from profane and Jewish Testimony, and from coins, 
medals, and monuments, stands on the one side ; 
and, on the other, little but inapplicable reasoning, 
unsupported assertions, loud declamation, a petty 
hunting up of difficulties, and an evil heart of unbelief, 
I may surely call upon you to admit that the Books 
of the New Testament are both genuine and credible ; 
to be received and read as true narratives of the 
origin and spread of Christianity in this our world ! 
At this moment I do not ask you to believe that the 

* Diog Laert. : in Epimvtiide, \. \. %«^. W^« 
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New Testament is God's inspired word ; but I ask 
you to receive and believe it, as a book of truth. 
And I think that there is no calm, reasonable, and 
candid man, who will not say that I have given com- 
plete and satisfactory reasons for such reception, and 
such belief For myself, I hesitate not to say, that 
we have every proof of which the case is susceptible ; 
and that if any book in the world is true, it is the 
New Testament ! 

It only remains to show in what manner the New 
Testament bears witness to the genuineness and truth 
of the Old. I have already said, and I now repeat, that 
the Old Testament admits of a perfectly independent, 
most interesting, and conclusive proof; but on this 
I cannot enter. As was intimated at the beginning, 
I limit myself to the proof to be derived through the 
medium of the New Testament alone. 

The proof is of this nature : after what has been 
said touching the New Testament, we are at perfect 
liberty to quote it. It is proved to be a true book. 
It relates what actually occurred. Jesus Christ lived, 
and died, and rose, even as it is written. The dis- 
ciples accompanied Him during his life wherever He 
went, and, after his death, faithfully recorded his 
sayings. They obeyed his commands, spread his Gos- 
pel, and ruled his Church. Their writings are as true 
as his words. All is truth. All therefore may be 
quoted as authoritative and conclusive. 

What then says our Lord ; and what say his dis- 
ciples concerning the Old Testament ; the books of 
which, be it remembered, were the only " Scriptures," 
so-called, then in existence ? 

In entering upon this inquiry, you will first wish 
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to know whether the books of the Old Testament 
are the same now, as they were in the time of our 
Lord and his disciples : and then you will naturally 
ask, in what estimation they were held by them. 

1. Are the books of the Old Testament the same 
now as they were in the time of our Lord and his 
disciples ? Yes : surely. Wlio could have altered 
them since ? Who would have written them since ? 
Christians could not alter books which were in the 
hands of Jews. Jews could not alter books which 
were in the hands of Christians. Christians would 
not write new books for Jews. Jews would not 
write new books for Christians. Yet both Jews and 
Christians alike look upon the Old Testament as 
Sacred and Divine: and thus they serve not only 
as a check upon all fraud, but as a double watch 
set over truth. It is therefore enough, as a pre- 
liminary and general observation, to say that, with 
the exception of the book of the Prophet Daniel ; 
the reasons for which exception are perfectly under- 
stood to arise from nothing but the clearness and 
fulness of its predictions, scattering doubt, and silen- 
cing, as they do, all cavil ; no one has ever ventured 
to assert that the Old Testament, as we have it, in 
any of its parts, was written after the New. 

But there is more to be said on this subject. When 
I quote a book, either in confirmation or illustration 
of my opinions, or as a text for my discourse, it is 
quite clear that the book from which I quote is 
extant; that it is, or has been, or might have been in 
my hands ; and that it is deemed by me authoritative. 
If any one quotes " Blackstone's Commentaries," as 
an authority, then those Commentaries are in exist- 
ence ; he is reading, or has read, ox Te?ettQi^\.<^ >Jvi'say\ 
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and he deems them conclusiye on points of law. He 
need not quote mucL A single sentence will suffice 
to satisfy these conditions. He would not quote a 
single sentence, if there were no such book, if he were 
ignorant of it, or if he deemed it worthless. Apply 
this illustration to our Lord's quotations from the Old 
Testament, and you wiQ soon perceive that the books 
contained in it are the same now as they were in his 
time. 

Jesus Christ is in the desert, tempted of the deviL 
He repels one temptation by saying, " It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God *," Here is 
a quotation from the book of Deuteronomy '. 

He is preaching on the Mount, and says, "Ye 
have heard that it has been said by them of old time. 
Thou shalt not kill, and whosoever shall kill, shall be 
in danger of the judgment \" Here is a quotation 
from the book of Exodus '. 

He heals a leper, and says to him, " See thou tell 
no man, but go thy way, show thyself to the priest, 
and offer the gift that Moses commanded •/' Here is 
the book of Leviticus •. 

The Pharisees are tempting Him, and He says, 
" Have ye not read that he which made them at the 
beginning, made them male and female, and said, For 
this cause shall a man leave father and mother and 
shall cleave to his wife, and they twain shall be one 
flesh ' ? " Here is the book of Genesis '• 

He is defending his disciples, and says to their 
accusers, " Have ye not read what David did when he 

att. iv. 4. 5 j)^juj ^jii 3 ff ^i^^^ ^ 21, 

XX. 13. 8 Matt. viii. 4. » Lev. xiv. 3, 4. 
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was an hungred, and they that were with him ; how 
ho entered into the house of God, and did eat the 
shewbread, which was not lawful for him to eat, 
neither for them that were with him, but only for 
the priests ? Or have ye not read in the law, how 
that on the Sabbath-days the priests in the temple 
profane the Sabbath, and are blameless*?" Here 
are the books of Samuel and Numbers *. 

" The Queen of the South,'' He says, " came from 
the uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom 
of Solomon*." Here are the books of Kings and 
Chronicles *. 

He is questioning the Pharisees concerning the 
Messiah, and asks, " How then in spirit doth David 
call him Lord, saying, The Lord said unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right hand till I make thine enemies 
thy footstool ^ ? " Here is the book of Psalms '. 

He is eating with publicans and sinners, and says 
to those who cavilled at it, " Go ye and learn what 
that meaneth, I will have mercy and not sacrifice */' 
Here is the book of the Prophet Hosea *. 

He is speaking of John the Baptist, and says to 
his disciples, " This is Elias, which was for to come'." 
Here is the book of Malachi *. 

Ho is foretelling the destruction of Jerusalem, and 
as a sign of its approach refers to " the abomination 
of desolation, spoken of by the Prophet Daniel, 
standing in the holy place *." Here is the book of 
Daniel *. 

•' Matt. xii. 3—6. "• I Sam. xxi. C. Numb, xxviii. 9. 

^ Luke xi. 31. ^ I Kings x. 1. 2 Chron. ix. 1. 

' Matt. xxii. 43, 44. • Pa. ex. 1. » Matt. ix. 13. 
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The Scribes and Pharisees come to Him asking a 
sign, and He says, " As Jonas was three days and 
three nights in the whale's belly, so shall the Son of 
man be three days and three nights in the heart of 
the earth */' Here is the book of Jonah '. 

He is preaching in the synagogue, and opens the 
book where it is written, " The Spirit of the Lord is 
upon me, because he hath anointed me to preach the 
Gospel to the poor*." Here is the Prophet Isaiah'. 

He drives buyers and sellers out of the temple, and 
says, "It is written. My house shall be called the 
house of prayer, but ye have made it a den of thieves*.'' 
Here is the Prophet Jeremiah '. 

But the time would fail me thus to trace out refer- 
ences to the other books of the Old Testament. Suffice 
it to say, that you will scarcely find one, which is not 
directly or indirectly recognized by our Lord, or his 
apostles, as being included in the canon of Scripture, 
and so possessed of supreme authority. 

Furthermore, we may observe, that the main divi- 
sions of the Old Testament are precisely the same 
now as they were in the time of our Lord, thus 
proving that not only have there been no additions, 
but no transpositions ; that all stands now in the 
order it did then. Our blessed Lord establishes this 
when He says, " All things must be fulfilled which are 
written in the law of Moses, and in the Prophets, 
and in the Psalms, concerning me *." And St. Paul 
expounded " both out of the law of Moses, and out of 
the Prophets, from morning till evening*." This three- 

« Matt xii. 40. ^ Jonah i. 17. 

« Luke iv. 18. » Isa. Ixi. 1. 

> Matt. xxi. 13. 2 jer. yii. U. 

Lnke xxi. 44. « Acto xxviii. 23. 
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fold division of the Old Testament, and the arrange- 
ment, is now precisely the same. 

And then, finally, mark how the Old Testament 
stands as the very base or pedestal of the New. 
Read the genealogies in the very first chapters of 
St. Matthew's and St. Luke's Gospels. Confessedly 
true themselves, they serve to attest the truth of the 
Old Testament records, from which they are drawn, 
and with which they are inseparably connected : just 
as our Tables of kings and queens attest the truth of 
the general current of English history. Then read the 
address of St. Stephen before the council at Jerusalem. 
Observe how he unwinds the whole thread of Jewish 
history. Can his speech be true, as a part of the New 
Testament narrative, whilst the histories from which 
that very speech is framed are false ? Read St. Paul's 
enumeration of the faithful witnesses, in his Epistle 
to the Hebrews. Scarcely one of the eminent Old 
Testament saints is omitted. Can St. Paul be a true 
man, his words full of grace, and his record worthy of 
belief, and yet the very histories of those whom he 
enumerates be fabulous? You see how the Old 
Testament is connected with the New. They stand 
or fall together. All the main facts ; the creation, 
and the disobedience of man, through the subtlety of 
the serpent ; the deluge, when the ark was prepared ; 
the bondage and deliverance from Eygpt ; the settle- 
ment of God's chosen people in the land of Canaan ; 
the changes in their mode of government ; the judges, 
the kings, the prophets, the dispersion ; all these are 
expressly dwelt upon ; and there is scarcely one 
person of any eminence in the Old Testament who is 
not named in the New, scarcely one ceremony of any 
importance which is not explained, ^oaici^^ QV!kfc ^<5>- 
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phecy or promise which is not appropriated. Said I 
not well then, that if jon establish the authority of 
the one, vou establish the authoritv of the other also : 
that if the New Testament be true, the Old Testa- 
ment cannot be false : that if the one be received, the 
other cannot be rejected ? 

2. Indeed when we come, in the next place, to 
inquire in what estimation the Old Testament was 
held by our Lord and his apostles, we shall find that 
the weight of their opinions rather seems to make the 
scale preponderate in its favour. A very few words 
will suffice to show this. 

No less than one hundred and forty times do they 
speak of these ancient records, with full emphasis, as 
" Scriptures," " Holy Scriptures," " Scriptures of the 
Prophets," or with the expressive phrase, " Thus it is 
written." 

Still more directly, you may mark our Lord's own 
words : " Search the Scriptures, for in them ye think 
ye have eternal life, and they are they which testify 
of me •." 

Then remember St. Paul's words : " Whatsoever 
things were written aforetime were written for our 
learning, that we through patience and comfort of 
the Scriptures might have hope *." 

Listen also to St. Peter's testimony : " The pro- 
phecy came not in old time by the will of man. But 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the 
Holy Ghost '." 

d then finally, as the conclusion, summary, and 

ation of all, we hear these impressive and 

g words: "All Scbiptubb is given by 

r, 99. ' Rom. xv. 4. ^ 2 Pet L 21. 
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INSPIRATION OF GOD, AND IS PROFITABLE FOR DOCTRINB, 
FOR REPROOF, FOR CORRECTION, AND FOR INSTRUCTION 
IN RIGHTEOUSNESS*/' 

There is nothing left for me to add. Every remark 
which I have made, touching the New Testament, 
now applies positively and directly to the Old : 
and I would recal the various arguments which 
have been used, only that I may affirm with greater 
confidence, and more fixed emphasis, that the Bible 
is the authoritative book of truth : a book to be 
viewed with reverence, and read with care : a book 
which, whether we regard its great antiquity, purity 
of morals, or sublimity of doctrine ; its patriarchs, 
prophets, martyrs, confessors, saints ; its true expo- 
sure of the weakness and depravity of human nature ; 
its perfect adaptation to the renewal of that nature ; 
the beacon which it rears to warn from the rocks and 
shoals of life ; the Saviour whom it proclaims as the 
liope of all the ends of the earth ; the bright vision of 
glory, immortality, and eternal life, which it unveils ; 
stands matchless and alone. It has ''God for its 
author, salvation for its end, and truth without any 
mixture of error for its matter'." 

« 2 Tim. iii. 16. '' Locke. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

THE DIVIKB AUTHORITY OF HOLY SCRIPTURE. 

A BRIEF summary of what has been discussed in 
previous chapters may be desirable, ere we enter 
upon the proof of the divine authority of Holy 
Scripture. 

Having first of all removed certain preliminary 
objections, and shown that it was not only very 
necessary, but exceedingly probable, that some reve- 
lation of God's will should be given to man, we 
then proceeded step by step in the endeavour to 
change that probability into moral certainty. We 
took up the New Testament, as a part of the only 
book whose claims could be deemed at all admissible, 
and inquired whether it was written by the authors 
whose names it bears, and whether the matters con- 
tained in it were entitled to credit. Both these 
points being satisfactorily established, the book itself 
became authoritative. No one could refuse to 
receive, nor hesitate to believe it. And it might 
be quoted and referred to, as a faithful and authentic 
narrative of events which really happened. 

Whilst our attention was thus engaged, we said 
not a word of the Old Testament ; but when the 
authority of the New Testament was established, 
we used it for establishing the equal authority of 
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the Old. And thus, without entering again into 
details, wo arrived at this conclusion ; that the book 
called the Bible, and containing both the Old Testa- 
ment and the New, is a true book ; genuine and cre- 
dible ; strong to mould the opinions, form the 
principles, and abate the prejudices of mankind ; 
full of the most important information ; free from 
mistake and error ; stating facts which are incon- 
trovertible ; teaching lessons fraught with true 
wisdom ; and pointing out those ways which are 
ways of pleasantness, and those paths which are 
paths of peace. 

Holy Scripture would be entitled to more weight 
and consideration than any other book, even if we 
could go no further, and say no more than this: 
but at this very point we now resume the argument, 
and proceed to lay before you reasons which prove 
it to be divine. The Bible is already before you 
as the book of truth : we would now add rays of 
glory to it. 

The course to be pursued in doing this, is more 
simple, perhaps, than you would have supposed ; 
though simplicity is tho unfailing characteristic of 
all truth : and, in following it, I shall be constrained 
to condense the materials of two or three chapters 
into one. 

I say then, that the contents of the Bible prove 
it to be a divine revelation. If, like other books, 
it contained nothing but historical narratives, or 
metaphysical disquisitions, or abstract reasonings, or 
moral philosophy ; all this might have been the 
work of unassisted men, and it would challenge 
attention and deference, just in proportion to the 
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measure of truth, learning, acuteness, or purity 
which its several topics displayed. But the Bible 
contains much more than this. It records won- 
derful miracles. It hands down a sure word of 
prophecy. It enforces a pure and perfect morality. 
These, united, manifest the finger of God, and stamp 
the record as divine. 

I. We first of all refer you to the miracles of 
Scripture as a proof of its divine authority : and we 
adopt herein the words of that Nicodemus who 
came to Jesus by night, and said, "Rabbi, we 
know that thou art a tea<jher come from Grod, 
for no man can do these miracles that thou doest, 
except God be with him \" Our argument is pre- 
cisely of the same nature. The miracles recorded 
in the Old and New Testaments, prove the divine 
authority of the record. We take them now, you 
will observe, as related by men who were competent 
witnesses and honest chroniclers. They state facts ; 
we draw inferences from those &cts. They say that 
mighty signs and wonders were wrought before their 
eyes, in Egypt, in the wilderness of Sinai, and in 
the land of Canaan ; that the Red Sea was divided 
into two parts, so that the children of Israel went 
through dryshod ; that the hard rock was smitten, 
so that the waters gushed out ; that TnaTma. £dl 
from heaven about their tents ; that the sun hasted 
not to go down for the space of a whole day: 
they say, that Christ healed the sick, opened the 
eyes of the blind, raised the dead, changed water 
into wine, and walked upon the sea of Galilee. 
JpHMhese and such like facts we infer, that the 

^ ■ J Johniii.a. 
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Israelites were miraculously delivered from their 
bondage in Egypt, and conducted through the wil- 
derness ; and that Jesus Christ's claims on our faith 
as a Saviour and Redeemer are unquestionable. 

A miracle has been defined as a sensible suspen- 
sion of the laws of nature, wrought either by the 
immediate act, or by the assistance, or by the 
permission, of God ; and accompanied with some 
previous intimation that it is performed according 
to the purpose and bj'' the power of God, for the 
proof or evidence of some particular doctrine, or in 
attestation of the authority and divine mission of 
some particular person. 

When we speak thus of the " laws of nature," 
we mean not any thing independent, fixed, or unal- 
terable in itself, as if the alternation of the seasons, 
the course of the earth and planets, the return of 
day and night, the burning of fire, or flowing of 
water, must, under all possible circumstances, con- 
tinue uniform, by some inherent property implanted in 
them. No. Mere matter is in itself motionless ; and 
only moves by the will of God. But God wills that 
these things should go on in a constant and uniform 
manner, and therefore they do go on in that manner; 
and always have gone on, and always will go on in 
that manner, unless God wills it otherwise. When He 
speaks the word, the course of nature is stayed and 
changed at once. She obeys her Maker as before, 
but in a different manner. Wlien all things are 
quiet, God would have men attend to their daily 
work and their appointed duty. When the ordinary 
course of things is checked and changed, God would 
have men attend to Ilim, and mark the operation 
of his hands. The first state o? \Xv«i%^ Ssk ^'^'^^ 
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natural, the second miraculous. The one speaks of 
God preserving, controlling, maintaining ; the other 
of God interfering, speaking, teaching. A child 
grows into a man ; lives threescore years and ten ; 
dies and sees corruption : this is the course of nature, 
exciting no especial attention, causing no surprise, 
and only urging on us the important truth, " Wliat- 
soever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy might, 
for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor 
wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest*/' But when 
we see a man restored from sickness to health in a 
moment, or raised from death to life hy a word, 
then we see something contrary to the course of 
nature, something uncommon, exciting surprise, 
rousing attention ; and this is called a miracle. 
God works both ; but the one as a law of nature, 
and the other as an act of power ; the one as the 
God of Providence, the other as the God of Grace. 
Thus all the miracles recorded in Scripture are signs 
of God's direct interference; signs that He has 
spoken to man, and that, the revelation accomplished 
by these signs, and forming part of that interference, 
is divine. 

The miracles recorded in our sacred books, as thus 
defined, will bear the strictest examination and the 
closest scrutiny. Have you ever seen a simple test 
applied, in order to discriminate true gold from false ? 
Men rub it .on a dark smooth stone, and apply 
strong acid. Every trace of the false metal in- 
stantly disappears, whilst the true remains intact. 
With a similar design, and similar results, men 
apply a moral test to discriminate true miracles from 

* Ecc\eB. in, \0. 
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false. None will abide this test, no miracle ever 
said to have been wrought in the world, but those 
recorded in the pages of Holy Scripture, or wrought 
in attestation of the truth of Christianity! Six 
marks or criteria constitute this test, admitted on 
all hands to be essential. 

1. The miracles recorded in the Bible have an 
important end in view, worthy of their Author; 
such as the establishment of true religion on the 
earth, and the conviction or salvation of intelligent 
and immortal souls. 

2. They were, for the most part, instantaneous, 
and publicly performed; as for instance, before a 
whole assembled people, passing through the Red 
Sea on the instant, eating of the manna as it 
fell, drinking of the water as it gushed from the 
rock ; or in the streets of Jerusalem, before the 
chief priests and rulers, now in a place where 
many eyes could see, and again where a few 
could accurately scrutinize. When secrecy was en- 
joined, it was for a temporary object, and of set 
purpose ; and was always the exception, and not 
the rule. When our Lord changed his usual practice, 
it was not that He altered his plan ; but only that 
He avoided those obstacles which would have 
thwarted it ; obstacles arising from the amazement 
and impetuosity of the people, who would have 
made Him a king, when his purpose was to abide as 
a teacher sent from God. 

3. Our miracles were sensible and easy to be ob- 
served. Not some wonder happening in the sun, or in 
the moon, or amongst the stars, which only astrono- 
mers could discern or appreciate ; but something which 
you and I, had we lived in t\\oae \iY«x^^^ ^^\5S5i.\kaM^ 
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been fully cognizant of by our own senses. Not like 
some glass phial exhibited from a distance, which 
shows blood now apparently congealing and again 
liquefying ' ; but something which we can handle and 
examine ; a man whom we have long known to be 
lame or blind, seeing and walking ; one really dead, 
buried, and corrupt, standing in life and vigour 
before us. These are sensible miracles, and easy to 
be observed : and these, and such like, are the 
miracles recorded in Holy Scripture. 

4. They were also independent of second causes. 
They were performed in a manner or through an 
instrumentality confessedly inadequate, unless ac- 
companied by divine power. Medicine and medical 
skill can bring about many wonderful cures: but 
here we discern cause and effect ; a wonderful 
effect doubtless, but not miraculous. Thus also, by 
natural means, such as study, diligence, power of 
application, and the exercise of memory, a man may 
acquire a foreign language ; and a wonderful effect 
this may seem to many, but not miraculous. It is 
nothing like the mind, ignorant before, becoming 
instantaneously filled with the new words of a new 
language, or of many new languages, with the power 
of expressing them, as on the Day of Pentecost. 

5. Public memorials were kept up, and certain 
outward actions and observances instituted, in me- 
mory of the facts thus publicly wrought. And, 

6. Such monuments were set up, and such ac- 
tions and observances were instituted, at the time 
when those events took place ; and were afterwards 
continued without interruption. These two last 

^ Such as the Romish miracle of the liquefaction of the so-called 
blood of St. Januarius, annually exhibited at Naples. 
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criteria render it impossible that the belief of any 
facts should bo imposed upon the credulity of after- 
ages, when the generation asserted to have witnessed 
them lias passed and gone. They sweep away at 
one stroke all the miracles ascribed to Mahomet ; 
all the heathen mythology ; all Eastern fables ; 
every false pretension : whilst they confirm, in the 
manner we have already seen, the main facts on 
which, as pillars, the Jewish and the Christian dis- 
pensations rest for ever. 

In reflecting tfeen upon these several points, 
thoughts of this kind inevitably cross the mind : 
How little do the generality of men, who scoflf at 
the authority of our sacred books, and reject our 
miracles as " cunningly devised fables," think of the 
searching ordeal through which they have passed 
unharmed, nay, triumphant ! Your own scepticism ! 
What is it, but the effect of ignorance ? The firm 
faith of believers ! What is it, under God, but the 
result of deep conviction ? Did you know what 
they know ; had you inquired as they have inquired; 
had you reasoned, argued, pondered, as they have 
done ; you also would embrace and hold fast, as 
they do, the blessed hope of everlasting life given 
us in our Sa\H[our Jesus Christ. Easy, how easy, 
to be a sceptic, and an unbeliever! Follow the 
devices and desires of your own heart ; give no 
heed to the things that belong to your peace, and 
the result is but too sure : whilst it requires study, 
care, diligence, thought, anxiety, and prayer, to be 
a confirmetl and stedfast believer. And saying this, 
I refer rather to the faith which settles in the under- 
standing, than to that which, through grace, saves 
the soul. 



no PEOPHECY. 

II. But it is time that we proceed to the second 
branch of our subject, and bring forward additional 
proof that the Bible is of divine authority. The 
PROPHECIES running through it, so wonderfully ut- 
tered, so wonderfully fulfilled, afford the required 
proof: and one which is stronger even than mira- 
cles, because gradually developing, and acquiring 
additional confirmation in every successive age. 

" Produce your cause, saith the Lord ; bring forth 
your strong reasons, saith the King of Jacob. Let 
them bring them forth, and shew us what shall 
happen : let them shew the former things, what they 
be, that we may consider them, and know the latter 
end of them ; or declare us things for to come. 
Shew the things that are to come hereafter, that we 
may know that ye are gods *." Here is a challenge put 
forth, by the mouth of the prophet Isaiah, to all 
false gods and false religions. Prophecy, explained 
by the page of history, is made the test of truth, 
and the seal of a divine revelation : and it is a safe 
test, for none can foretel things, but God only. 

Nothing presses conviction more forcibly upon 
the mind than this species of evidence. Miracles 
must rest upon the testimony of others :' but the 
man who reads a prophecy, and perceives the cor- 
responding event, has the witness in himself And 
so admirably has it pleased Almighty God to con- 
struct the evidence which bears upon his word, that 
in proportion as the lapse of ages might seem to 
weaken the argument derived from miracles long 
since performed, that very lapse serves only to 
strengthen the argument derived from the fulfilment 

* Isa. xli. 21—23. 
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of prophecy. Many in all periods have sought no 
further, and desired no stronger confirmation of the 
truth of our religion than is thus afforded. Pro- 
phecy, interwoven as it is with Holy Scripture, has 
satisfied them that the whole fabric is divine. 

Although our argument docs not by any means rest 
exclusively upon the prophecies which went before 
upon our Lord, shadowing forth his advent, incarna- 
tion, life, death, and resurrection, yet it would bo 
unpardonable not to dwell upon the testimony which 
they give, with such fulness of detail, and minute- 
ness of description, to the truth of the Gospel. 
And the accomplishment of all things thus foretold, 
is recorded with an accuracy and identity most con- 
vincing. 

The time, place, family, name, and forerunner of 
Messiah were expressly foretold. His birth was to 
take place when the sceptre was departing from 
Judah, and the lawgiver from between his feet ; it 
was to bo whilst the city of Jerusalem and the second 
temple remained standing ; when a general expecta- 
tion of his appearing should prevail ; whilst the royal 
house of David continued distinct from others, though 
much depressed ; and at the distance of four hundred 
and ninety years from the date of the edict to rebuild 
Jerusalem, after the captivity in Babylon. The place 
was expressly fixed to be Bethlehem Ephratah, so 
called to distinguish it minutelyfrom another Bethle- 
hem in the tribe of Zabulon. The family from which 
He was to spring, was that of Abraham, through Isaac 
and Jacob, to Judah ; and from the tribe of Judah, 
to the royal house of David, the son of Jesse. His 
name was to be "Emmanuel, God with us." And, 
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lastly, a messenger was to be sent before his face to 
prepare his way. 

Indeed, the numerous predictions of this kind 
which occur in the writings of the prophets, seem to 
preclude all mistake in identifying Jesus Christ and 
the promised Messiah. 

The prophecies to which I thus refer, include the 
birth of Christ of the seed of the woman, and of a 
virgin, in an extraordinary manner ; his flight into 
Egypt ; his education at Nazareth ; his manner of 
life ; his entry into Jerusalem ; the cry of the chil- 
dren who surrounded Him ; the gentleness and com- 
passion of his teaching ; the zeal manifested for his 
Father's house ; the price at which He was betrayed ; 
the use to which that money was applied ; the 
treachery and awful end of one of his disciples ; the 
sufferings He was called to endure, his back given to 
the smiters, his face dishonoured with spitting, his 
wounded hands and feet, the gall offered in his thirst, 
the spear that pierced his side, the taunting multi- 
tude, the parted garments, the bones unbroken, the 
passing cry of agony, his grave made with the wicked, 
and his burial in a rich man's tomb, his resur- 
rection on the third day, his seeing his seed, and 
prolonging his days, and watching over the progress 
and prosperity of his kingdom. In this recapitula- 
tion, I am not quoting history, as you might suppose, 
but prophecy, which went long before. All this might 
have been said, if not one word of the Gospels had 
been written. But what a comment are the Gospels 
upon such prophecies ! How vividly do they impress 
the mind with a conviction of Divine prescience ! 

But yet again, see how seeming contradictions meet 
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in prophecy, and how they are reconciled in history. 
Besides the suiFerings already noted, Messiah was to 
be a branch from the root of Jesse ; to be despised 
and rejected of men ; to be oppressed and afflicted ; 
to be a worm, and no man ; to be the servant of 
rulers ; to be a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offence ; to be hated without a cause ; to be accused 
by false witnesses ; and to be emphatically, the man 
of sorrows and acquainted with grief: and yet, and 
with all this. He was to be the Son of God, the Shiloh, 
the Deliverer from Zion, the Star out of Jacob, the 
Redeemer of Israel, the Chief Corner Stone, the Lord 
of David, the King of kings. Wonderful, Counsellor, 
the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace, the Lord our Righteousness, Jehovah, the 
great I AM! Yet every one of » these apparent 
contradictions unite and combine in perfect har- 
mony in the person of our Lord. His identity is 
fixed. And for the period of three thousand six 
hundred years during which these prophecies were 
being uttered, and two thousand two hundred years 
since they were uttered, there never has arisen one 
but Him, to whom they all apply! Shall we not 
then recognize in this the hand of that God who is 
wonderful in counsel, and excellent in working ? 
And shall we not esteem those books divine, which 
exhibit such credentials ? 

But the proof from prophecy does not rest on this 
alone. There are other prophecies referring to other 
subjects, so marvellously fulfilled before our eyes, that 
the unbelief of man is almost unaccountable. 

There is our Lord's own prophecy, touching the 
destruction of Jerusalem. Tliis was fulfilled to the 
very letter, and by the very people, and under the 
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exact circumstances, and with tlie precise horrors, 
which He foretold. 

There is the dispersion of the Jews, predicted in 
connexion with promises of their future restoration. 
Hence are they now wanderers over the whole earth, 
and yet not mingled with the nations. 

There are distinct prophecies concerning Tyre, 
Nineveh, and Babylon, those ancient cities. Their 
doom was predicted, even whilst at the zenith of their 
pride. They were full of luxury, and pomp, and 
pleasure ; and now how are they fallen ! Tyre is a 
place for the spreading of the nets of fishermen. 
Babylon is a heap of ruins, a wilderness, a desert, 
filled with pools of water. And Nineveh has been 
swept with the " biesom of destruction,"' so that the 
very place which once knew it, knows it no more. 
God spake, and it was done : He commanded, and it 
stood fast. 

Still further yet ; mark the prophecies going before, 
on nations, and people, and tongues. 

Ishmael was to be a wild man, his descendants 
numerous, their hands against every man, and every 
man's hand against them. See this fulfilled to the 
letter, in the countless and predatory tribes of wild 
Arabians at this day. 

Egypt was to be amongst the basest of people, and 
it is so. Its sceptre was to " depart away V' ^nd it 
has departed. 

Canaan was to be cursed, and a servant of servants 
to his brethren. Shem was to be blessed and multi- 
plied. Japheth was to be enlarged, and to dwell in 
the tents of Shem. Thus spake the voice of prophecy. 
See this fulfilled first, in the negro race, the de- 

* Zech. X. 11. 
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scendants of Canaan. See it fulfilled next, in the 
magnificence and teeming population of Eastern 
kingdoms, filled with the descendants of Shem. See 
it still more minutely and wonderfully fulfilled, in 
those extensive and extending territories now held in 
the East by the nations of Europe, descendants from 
the family of Japheth. 

Take, finally, into your hands the prophecy of 
Daniel, and note, in this connexion, his image of gold, 
silver, brass, iron, and clay. The successive empires 
thus pourtrayed by the pen of prophecy, arose in their 
appointed order, filled up the place assigned to them, 
bore the marks and characters ascribed to them, and 
then partook of the decay and the division affixed 
upon them. 

How wonderful is all this ! Can any words con- 
vey an adequate idea of the magnificence of the 
Divine inspiration, in these rapid delineations of all 
the revolutions of the world since time began ? And 
especially is the imagination overwhelmed, when bid 
to view them in contrast with those innumerable 
details and most minute touches, to which we have 
before referred. The mind is lost in the contempla- 
tion of the foreknowledge of God, and bows with 
reverence before those sacred oracles in which it spake. 

III. I must now briefly enter upon the further 
proof to be derived from the morality of the Gospel, 
as enjoined in our sacred books. Yet to a pious 
mind the testimony thus afibrded is the strongest 
and the best of all, because harmonizing with those 
holy desires and heavenly aspirations which it 
knows and loves so well ! But all men have not thus 
the witness within themselves. And hence it is 
necessary for me to consider well, how I may make 
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you sensible, in fewest words, of the nature and force 
of the evidence we have in hand. 

The effect of contrast may be employed for this. 
Compare the morality of the Gospel with all the 
devices, contrivances, and schemes of men. The 
heathen world, worshipping "gods many and lords 
many,"" are now, even as they have always been, 
"walking in the vanity of their mind, having the 
understanding darkened, being alienated from the 
life of Grod through the ignorance that is in them, 
because of the blindness of their heart."' And being 
"past feeling, they have given themselves over to 
lasciviousness, to work all uncleanness with greedi- 
ness.'' Their sacred books present two main features : 
certain precepts of morality, and the history of their 
gods. Granting that many of the former may be 
good ; the effect is altogether neutralized, to say the 
least, by the atrocious character of the latter. How 
can men value and conform to that morality, which 
their very gods have grossly violated? How can 
they rise higher than their highest standard ? Will 
men be chaste, when gods are adulterous ? Will men 
be honest, when gods are thieves ? Will men speak 
truth, when gods are liars ? Impossible ! What 
avails the barrier of a few moral precepts, against 
the torrent of the vices of ten thousand deities ? It 
is swept away in a moment ! And if the heathen of 
whom we thus speak, are restrained in the indulgence 
of any foul lust, or fierce passion, it is not because of 
their religion, but in spite of it. The more they 
differ from the gods they worship, the more pure and 
holy are they: the more they assimilate to them in 
life and conduct, the more debased, sensual, and 
devilish do they become. 
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Pride is fostered by such heathenism, and self- 
righteousness is encouraged, and caste is contrived, 
and gods are multiplied without measure, and with- 
out end. And over all blind superstition sits brood- 
ing, inflicting unheard of tortures on its votaries, and 
deadening them to every fond tie, every endearing 
association. Moved by this influence, idolaters as- 
cend the funeral pile, or cast themselves headlong 
beneath the bloody car. The devotee sits smeared 
with dust and ashes, or drags for miles his prostrate 
body to the shrine of his idol. Now you may 
hear him repeating all day long the name reputed 
holy ; and anon, you may see him committing a first- 
born child, who never yet has learned to lisp the name 
of father, to the monstrous denizens of his sacred 
stream, or the beasts prowling and expecting in the 
wild jungle. You may shudder as you gaze at the 
ghastly wounds inflicted on his suffering body to 
atone for the sin of his soul, but ere the horror of the 
sight hath faded, you will see, perchance, the ground 
strewed with the bodies of unwary travellers, beguiled 
and butchered by the self-same man, obedient to some 
fancied sign from heaven. 

From the teachers of a religion such as this, you 
may hear that God is good and great, and that man 
should follow goodness, and speak the truth, and pay 
his debts, and relieve the poor, and wash three times 
a day, and build the tank, and reverence the Brah- 
min. But call you this morality ? Yes ; it is 
man's morality, when, given up to a strong delusion, 
he believes a lie, and frames religion according to 
the model of his own comipt heart. But it is alto- 
gether of the earth, earthy. It bears no mark, no 
stamp of a Divine origin. It aetvea WX. \»^ Vcv^c^^^scl 
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and to endear, by contrast, that "more excellent 
way '* which hath been revealed in the Gospel. 

But what shall we say of philosophers and teachers 
of morality in the olden time, each one presiding in 
his school, and instructing disciples sitting at his 
feet ? They were not thus blinded, neither did they 
teach such things as these. See Socrates in the 
groves of Academus, or on the banks of the Ilissus, 
attended by crowds of illustrious pupils ! See Plato 
brought up at his feet, and in due time surpassing 
even his master, and sitting in his seat ! See Aris- 
totle wandering in the Lycseum, and thus instilling 
his peripatetic philosophy ; or in the court of Mace- 
donia, training the future conqueror of the world ! 
Recal these, and many more illustrious names of 
men famous in their day and generation. They 
sought out all things, even the deep things of God. 
They often approached to the very verge of truth. 
Much of the logic, philosophy, and ethics, which 
dropped from their lips, has yet survived. And they 
exercised, for the most part, a stem control over 
many of the lusts and passions of mortality. 

But to what end construct systems of morality, 
which, when framed, stand motionless? To what 
end set up machinery, which has no secret spring, no 
moving power, no transforming efficacy ? Morality 
which will not work is useless : and that morality 
will never work, which is not based upon a know- 
ledge of the impotency, degeneracy, and lost estate 
of man. He may discover and even approve things 
that are excellent, but how to perform them he finds 
not. We are pleased to see how, in those ancient 
times, mind ruled matter, and how the soul rose 
to the body ; but ere it had soared £Etr into 
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those higher regions, its strength was gone, and it 
fell prone again to earth. These men attained not 
to divine knowledge. Each one of them was superior 
to his fellow-men ; but " he that is least in the king- 
dom of heaven is greater than he." 

The ethics, or moral system of the Gospel, is alto- 
gether different from any thing the world has framed. 
It manifests, in its very nature, the design and 
workmanship of one who knew what was in man. 
It supplies, not only the moral precepts themselves, 
but also that which is wanting in other systems, the 
hidden spring, the inward power, the divine grace 
which constrains to all holy conversation and godli- 
ness. Herein is revealed a God of spotless purity, 
who inhabiteth eternity, whose name is holy, whom 
no man hath seen or can see. And so much of the 
mystery of this Godhead is opened, that man, en- 
lightened from above, can discern therein a Divine 
Saviour for his guilt, and a Divine Spirit for his guide. 
It throws a light on man's responsibility, and unveils 
a heavenly state of blessedness for the righteous, and 
of irremediable woo for the wicked. It deals with 
man as a depraved and ruined creature, in whom the 
lost image of God must be restored, ere his favour 
can be again enjoyed. It provides a free welcome 
for every applicant, a full justification for every peni- 
tent, a progressive sanctification for every believer, 
and an eternal weight of glory for every conqueror. 
Moved by Divine grace, the sinner turas from his 
evil way, and through Christ the Mediator, seeks 
pardon and reconciliation with an ofiended God. He 
is accepted in the Beloved, and his faith is accounted 
unto him for righteousness. No longer viewed as a 
servant, but a son, he receives the Hoi's (i\i^^^ ^^ ^^sw 
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earnest of the purchased possession ; and incorpo- 
rated into the body of Christ, which is the blessed 
company of all faithful people, he is bid to go and 
add to his faith "virtue, and to virtue knowledge, 
and to knowledge temperance, and to temperance 
patience, and to patience godliness, and to godliness 
brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness cha- 
rity •/' The divine principle thus instantly begins to 
work : and the book of God is at once sought to, as 
the rule of life. There, every thing unhallowed and 
impure, even to the very thoughts and intents of the 
heart, is seen to be forbidden ; and every thing true, 
honest, just, pure, lovely, and of good report, enjoined. 
And needs it that I enter into details, in con- 
firmation of this truth ? Is it necessary that I refer 
you to the Ten Commandments of the Old Testa- 
ment ; that summary of all that is holy, before 
which even heathen men in our times have bowed, 
acknowledging it to have been written by the finger 
of God ? Why should I speak of the righteous laws 
and statutes given to Israel of old, the possession- 
of which distinguished them above all other people ? 
Why refer you to the Songs of Zion, and strike again 
the haip of David, so often sounding in your ears ? 
Why recal the words of the prophets, now bidding 
men "do justice, love mercy, and walk humbly 
with their God ;" and then reproving all oppression, 
forbidding to grind the face of the poor, denouncing 
fraud, usury, hypocrisy ? Rather let me refer to the 
clearer light of the Gospel, to the sermon on the 
mount, the beatitudes pronounced on the poor in 
spirit, the mourners, the meek, those who hunger 

* 2 et. i. 5—7. 
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and thirst after righteousness, the merciful, the pure 
in heart, the peace-makers, the persecuted ! Think 
of the superiority to the world every where enjoined 
by Him, who alone has overcome the world ! Think 
of the disinterestedness, purity, calmness of mind, 
self-possession, forgiveness of injuries, regulation of 
every sinful thought, brotherly love, every where 
enjoined by Him, who spake as never man spake ! 
Think of the long catalogue of graces enforced by 
his apostles : " The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, 
peace, long-suffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, 
meekness, temperance ' : '' " Mortify, therefore, your 
members which are upon the earth ; fornication, 
uncleanness, inordinate affection, evil concupiscence, 
and covctousness, which is idolatry * :" " P!fc on, 
therefore, as the elect of God, holy and bel3ved„ 
bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, 
meekness, long-suffering ; forbearing one another, 
and forgiving one another, if any man have a 
quarrel against any':" "Let all bitterness, and 
wrath, and anger, and clamour, and evil speaking, 
be put away from you, with all malice : and be ye 
kind one to another, tender-hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath for- 
given you */' 

Can any one sit silently in " the great congre- 
gation'' of the faithful, and hear these, and such like 
words, read by the appointed minister ; or can he 
retire into his secret chamber, and having shut the 
door, ponder over them in the hour dedicated to 
communion with God, without feeling that " they 
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are spirit and they are life/' that they "drop as 
the rain and distil as the dew"' from heaven ? I 
pity the man, so wanting in spiritual perception, 
so darkened in understanding, so hard in heart, 
as not to perceive a divine influence accompany- 
ing them, and a divine light shining round about 
them. Here is a remedy for all the ruin of 
the fall, for all the ills of life, and for the last 
struggle with death. Only let a man be what the 
morality of the Gospel requires, and what the grace 
of God is given to make him, and he is fitted to 
join the company of angels and archangels, and to 
behold the vision of the Almighty ! If there were 
no other arguments than those now advanced ; 
if no miracles had been wrought, no prophecies 
uttered ; I say that the morality of the Gospel in 
its source, in itself, and its results, is sufficient to 
stamp that book which contains it as divine. But 
when we view it in conjunction with all that has 
been before stated, the proof is overwhelming, and 
the evidence irresistible. It is quite impossible that 
the things whereof I have spoken in former chapters 
can be true ; it is quite impossible that the things 
whereof I have now spoken can be true ; and the 
Bible be a falsehood, a forgery, a fraud ! 

Oh ! that God would help us to love it more, 
and to prize it higher. Oh ! that we could but hold 
its doctrines with more simple faith, imbibe its 
spirit with more gentle zeal, and adorn its precepts 
with a more holy life! Oh ! that we might love that 
Saviour whom it reveals, and prepare for that heaven 
which it promises ! Oh ! that we were but as true 
as the Bible: as true to our faith, our name, our 
creed, our Church, our God : and that we walked not 
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with such feeble, hesitating steps in the ways of life, 
and grace, and holiness ! The defect is not in the 
Bible ; for there all shines bright, and pure, and 
clear ; but in ourselves, who need to be " changed 
into the same image, from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord * ! '' 

» 2 Cor. iii. 18. 
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It would seem almost a self-evident truth, that if a 
book be divine, it must be inspired; and that the 
same arguments which prove it to be a revelation 
from God, would suffice to prove that the writers of 
it were inspired by Goi Yet there are persons who 
hesitate to admit this. And, no doubt, many may 
" take in hand to set forth in order a declaration of 
things most surely believed amongst us," as St. Luke, 
in the introduction to his Gospel, says was really the 
case, without being either divinely inspired them- 
selvesy or under the guidance of inspired men. 

Were the sacred writers, then, so inspired of God 

that our reason must be corrected, our opinions 

moulded, our wills controlled by theirs ? This is a 

question which demands our serious attention ; and 

for the solution of it we are at perfect liberty — ^nay, 

we are imperatively bound — to call in the testimony 

of the sacred writers themselves. They have been 

proved to be worthy of all credit ; so that if they 

claim inspiration, it must needs be conceded. 

^^^ In entering upon the discussion, it will be well to 

^^■Dow the same process of reasoning as when the 

Motion of the authenticity and credibility of Holy 

mnpture was before us : t\iat \a, to ^t^<^ m^h the 
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inspiration of the New Testament only, and then 
bring the weiglit of the proof thus established to 
bear upon the inspiration of the Old Testament. 

1. Were the writers of the New Testament, then, 
inspired ? And are the writings of the New Testament 
the fruits of that inspiration ? It would seem so, 
from considering the promises of our Lord : — " The 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all 
things, and bring all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you*.'' "When the 
Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, which proceedeth 
from the Father, he shall testify of me : and ye also 
shall bear witness, because ye have been with me 
from the beginning */' " I liavo yet many things to 
say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now. How- 
beit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will 
guide you into all truth : for he shall not speak of 
himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he 
speak : and he will show you things to come '.'' From 
these and other promises of like import, it appears 
that the full and final opening of the Gospel dispen- 
sation was to be the work of the Holy Ghost, through 
the instrumentality of the Apostles. Whatever they 
had seen and heard was to be brought fresh to their 
remembrance by a divine influence. And the things 
which they had been unable to bear during our Lord's 
personal ministry, and which it was yet necessary for 
the good of the Church that they should know, were 
to be communicated by direct inspiration. Accord- 

» John xiv. 26. » john xv. 26, ^1 , ^ ;iOtoi tnVVL^X^. 
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ingly, we find them speaking on this wise : " That 
which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, 
that ye also may have fellowship with us*/' "It 
seemed good to me also, having had perfect under- 
standing of all things from the very first, to write 
unto thee in order, most excellent Theophilus, that 
thou mightest know the certainty of those things, 
wherein thou hast been instructed */' " Many other 
signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, 
which are not written in this book: but these are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of God ; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name*." But the assistance 
which the Holy Spirit gave the Apostles was some- 
thing more than thus refreshing their memories, and 
calling to their minds what our Saviour had said and 
done. They were guided in the decision of many other 
matters of great moment. The limited obligation of 
the first converts to observe the ceremonial law ; the 
admission of the Gentiles to be fellow-heirs and par- 
takers of the promise ; the prospects of the Church in 
the latter days ; — all these and many other points left 
open by our Lord, or veiled in parables, the Apostles 
were enabled to regulate or explain as occasion re- 
quired. "It seemed good to the Holy Ghost, and 
to us, to lay upon you no greater burden than these 
necessary things ; that ye abstain from meats ofiered 
to idols, and from blood, and from things strangled, 
and from fornication ','' says the Council assembled 
as Jerusalem, to consider the matter of circumcision 
and ceremonial observances. " If ye have heard of the 
dispensation of the grace of God which is given me 

* 1 John i. 3. 5 Luke i. 3, 4. 

^ John XX. 30,31. t kc\Ax^«^8^29. 
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to you-ward : how that by revelation he made known 
unto me the mystery . . . which in other ages was not 
made known unto the sons of men, as it is now re- 
vealed unto his holy Apostles and prophets by the 
Spirit ; that the Gentiles should be fellow-heirs, and 
of the same body, and partakers of his promise in 
Christ by the Gospel V' says St. Paul, evidently as- 
serting that the salvation of the Gentiles, by their 
being incorporated into the Church, was a doctrine 
then but newly revealed. " Now the Spirit spoaketh 
expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart 
from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 
doctrines of devils *.'" " For this we say unto you by 
the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and 
remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent 
them which arc asleep. For the Lord himself shall de- 
scend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of 
the archangel, and with the trump of God : and the 
dead in Christ shall rise first * V' says St. Paul, speak- 
ing of the Church Militant and the Church Triumph- 
ant in these latter days. 

It was this inspiration, thus promised and be- 
stowed, which gave to the teaching of the Apostles 
an authority more than human. They were not 
merely sound divines, understanding and clearly ex- 
pressing the doctrines or precepts of the Gospel 
which they had learnt ; but amongst their charac- 
teristics was this essential one mentioned by St. 
Paul, that " the Gospel preached of him was not 
after man, for he neither received it of man, neither 
was he taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus 
Christ **." There were occasional exceptions, when 

« Eph. iii. 2-(>. "^ I Tim. iv. I. 

»« 1 Thess. iv. 16, 16. ^^ Q.«\/\A\,V^. 
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he " spake, and not the Lord V' and when he had 
" no commandment from the Lord, but gave his judg- 
ment *;"" but these exceptions only prove the rule. 
If *'to give his advice*"' was the exception, then 
^* to speak in the words the Holy Ghost taught him *'' 
was the rule. The testimony of the Apostles to this 
is uniform and positive. They assert that they have 
the mind of Christ * ; that they have received, not 
the spirit of the world, but the Spirit which is of 
God • ; that God has revealed the deep things and 
mysteries of the Gospel to them by his Spirit ' ; that 
those who despised them, despised not man, but 
God, who had given them his Holy Spirit ' ; that 
they spoke not in the words which man's wisdom 
teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth ' ; that 
the Gospel was preached by them with the Holy 
Ghost sent down from heaven * ; that they were of 
God, so that he that was of God heard them, and he 
that was not of God did not hear them '. 

If it be objected to the Apostles, as it was to our 
Lord, " Thou bearest record of thyself; thy record is 
not true :" the reply which He made is both appli- 
cable and conclusive, " I am one that beareth witness 
of myself, and the Father that sent me beareth wit- 
ness of me*.'' So with the Apostles. They bear 
witness of themselves, and God is seen "bearing 
them witness, both with signs and wonders, and 
with divers miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghost, 
according to his own will*." Of all the Apostles, 

' 1 Cor. vii. 12. « 1 Cor. vii. 26. ^ 2 Cor. viii. 10. 

* 1 Cor. ii. 13. ' 1 Cor. u. 16. « 1 Cor. ii. 12. 

7 1 Cor. ii. 10. « 1 Thess. iv. 8. ^ 1 Cor. ii. 13. 

' I Pet. i. 12. 2 1 John iv. 6. 
•» John viij. 13—18. * Heb. U. 4, 
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it is said generally, that many " signs and wonders 
were wrought by their hands':" that "they went 
forth and preached every wliere, the Lord working 
with them, and confirming the word with signs fol- 
lowing • :" that " with great power they gave witness 
of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus ^ :" and that 
there came to them " a multitude out of the cities 
round about unto Jerusalem, bringing sick folks, and 
them which were vexed with unclean spirits: and 
they were healed every one"." If we follow indi- 
vidual Apostles, wc see St. Peter inflicting punish- 
ment on Ananias and Sapphira', Peter and John 
raising the lame man at the beautiful gate of the 
Temple ", Peter curing the palsied iEneas ", St. Paul 
striking Elymas, the sorcerer, with blindness ", and 
many other miracles wrought at Philippi, Lystra, and 
Melita. These miracles are confirmatory of the in- 
spiration wliich the Apostles claim ; for it would be 
an incredible supposition that God, who endued them 
with such power in working miracles, should leave 
them unaided and powerless in guiding the Church 
into all the way of truth. Moreover, the denial of 
the claim seems almost to involve an absurdity, for 
how can we deem them destitute of the guidance of 
that very Spirit which they had the power and pri- 
vilege of conferring upon others? Thus, when the 
Apostles at Jerusalem had heard that Samaria had 
received the word of God, they sent unto them 
Peter and John, who, when they were come, "laid 
their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Ghost \" And so, when St. Paul found converts at 

* Acte ii. 43. » Mark xvi. 20. ' Acts iv. 33. 

■ Acts V. 16. 9 Acts V. 5—10. '» Acts iii. 2. 

i» Acts ix. 34. i« Acts xiii. 10, 11. » Acte vilu IT. 
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Ephesms, and laid his liands upon tbem, "the Holy 
Ohost came on them, and they spake with tongues 
and prophesied */' 

It may be alleged that all the sacred writers of the 
New Testament did not exhibit these credentials, and 
that however the general power of working miracles 
already referred to, may include all who were chosen 
originally by the Lord, and also St. Paul, who was 
subsequently called by Him, yet that St. Mark and 
St. Luke will still be excluded. To this the reply is, 
that whatever may seem wanting to prove the plenary 
inspiration of these two Evangelists, is abundantly 
supplied by the fact, to which unvarying testimony is 
borne by the Church, that they wrote under the 
guidance of those whose plenary inspiration is un- 
doubted. Irenaeus says that " Mark, the disciple and 
interpreter of Peter, committed those things to writing 
which had been related to him by Peter ; and that 
Luke, the companion of Paul, recorded in a book the 
Gospel which Paul preached '.'' Tertullian says that 
" the Gospel which Mark published is affirmed to be 
Peter's, and that which was drawn up by Luke is 
ascribed to Paul */' Eusebius says it had been handed 
down by tradition to his time, " that St. John ap- 
proved the three other Gospels, and gave his testi- 
mony to the truth of them*." He gives also the 
following account of the Acts of the Apostles : — 
"Luke, a native of Antioch, and a physician by 
profession, who had lived long and intimately with 
Paul, and was much conversant with the other 
Apostles, left two books turitten by Divine inspira- 



* Acts xix. 6. ' Irenteus, lib. iii. cap. 1. 

' Tert, eon, Marcion. Ub, iy, cap. 5. ^ 1&q&« V\b«Uu cap. 24. 
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Hon : one of them his Gospel, the other entitled • 
The Acts of the Apostles, which he did not write 
from the relations of others, but as facts which he 
saw with his own eyes *." 

2. After all this it seems impossible to doubt the 
inspiration of the New Testament, and we may bring 
the weight of its authority to bear at once upon the 
inspiration of the Old Testament. 

That the Old Testament is the same now as in the 
time of Christ has been already proved \ and need 
not be repeated. All that is necessary is to show 
that our Lord and his Apostles regarded it as a col- 
lection of Holy writings, having God for their author, 
and designed by Him for the instruction of his Church 
and the revelation of his will. 

Hear then the Lord Himself. He says to the Jews, 
"Search the Scriptures; for in them ye think ye 
have eternal life : and they are they which testify of 
me *" In his discourse to the disciples at Emmaus 
He says, " These are the words which I spake unto 
you, while I was yet with you, that all things must 
be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, 
and in the prophets, and in the psalms, concerning 
me. Then opened he their understandings, that they 
should understand the scriptures, and said unto them. 
Thus it is written, and thus it behoved Christ to suffer, 
and to rise from the dead the third day '." " Have 
ye never read," He says on one occasion, referring to 
the book of Exodus, " that which was spoken to you 
by God, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the 



' Eu8. lib. iii. c. 4. ^ Chap. vi. p. 85. 

• John T. 39. «• Lwl» iix\n . 44.— Aft. 
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• God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob '/' On another 
occasion He asks, " How then doth David in spirit 
call him Lord ' ?" Do not these sayings involve in- 
spiration ? 

Next hear the inspired Apostles. They call the 
Old Testament in many places The Oracles of God * — 
a phrase which in itself implies an inspiration from 
above. " Well spake the Holy Ghost by Esaias the 
prophet unto our fathers," says St. Paul, in his address 
to his countrymen at Rome *. St. Peter, in his First 
Epistle, speaks of the prophets as " searching what, 
or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which 
was in them did signify * ;" and in his Second Epistle 
he is still more express, affirming generally that " the 
prophecy came not in old time by the will of man : 
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by 
the Holy Ghost ^" Nothing, however, can be more 
conclusive than the words of St. Paul to Timothy, 
embracing as they do the whole Canon of the Old 
Testament : " All Scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness; that 
the man of God may be perfect, throughly furnished 
unto all good works ^" This is decisive of the whole 
question ; and it only remains to show that the doc- 
trine thus asserted has not been confined to the pre- 
sent age. 

The Church has ever held those Sacred Books, 
of which she is the appointed witness and keeper, 
to be inspired of God. Clement, a fellow-labourer 
^f St. Paul, writes thus to the Corinthians : " The 

» Matt xxii. 31, 32. » Ibid, xxil 43. 

^ Acts vii. 38. Rom. iii. 2. Heb. v. 12. * Acts xxviii. 25. 

^ i Pet i. IL « 2 Pet. i. 21, ^ 2 Tim. iu. 16, 17. 
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Apostles delivered the Gospel to us from our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and Jesus Christ from God. Where- 
fore Christ was sent by God, and the Apostles 
by Christ. Having therefore received their instruc- 
tions, and being confirmed in the faith by the word 
of God and the fulness of the Holy Ghost, they went 
forth preaching that the kingdom of God was at 
hand.'' And he bids them consider the Epistle of 
the blessed Apostle Paul, " which was assuredly sent 
to them by the assistance of the Spirit ^" Theo- 
philus, of Antioch, in the second century, calls the 
Evangelists, " the Bearers of the Spirit ;" and says 
of the prophets and Apostles that " they spoke by 
one and the same Spirit"." Ireneeus, in the same 
century, says, that " the Scriptures were dictated by 
the Word of God and his Spirit ; and that one and 
the same Spirit preached in the prophets and pub- 
lished in the Apostles \" And he has one whole 
chapter to show that the other Apostles, as well as 
Paul, had their knowledge by revelation from God *. 
Justin Martyr, in the same century, speaks of " the 
Scriptures " as writings " full of the Holy Ghost '/' 
Clemens Alexandrinus, in the next century, speaking 
of the prophets and Apostles jointly, says, " They 
had the mind of the prophetic and instructing Spirit 
secretly revealed to them /' and he calls the Apostles 
in particular, " Disciples of the Spirit *." Origen, 
speaking of the inspiration of the prophets, says, 
that "the same God inspired the Evangelists and 
Apostles \* and he adds, that " there is nothing in 
the prophets, or the law, or the Gospels, or the 

« Qem. Ep. 1 ad Corin. s. 42. 47. * Theoph. ad Autol. lib. iii. 

1 Iren. lib. ii. cap. 47* ^ Iren. lib. iii. cap. 25. 

» Just. Mart, Dial, cum Trypho. * Clem, AAftYL.S>\jtwck»V3si.V 
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Apostles (Epistles), that is not from the fiilness of 
God *." An ancient writer in Eusebius (fourth cen- 
tury) says, that " they who corrupt the sacred Scrip- 
tures, either do not believe that the Holy Spirit 
uttered the divine Scriptures, and then they are in- 
fidels ; or think themselves wiser than the Spirit, and 
so seem to be possessed •/' And thus to single tes- 
timonies (which might be largely increased) was in 
due time added the authority of general councils, 
settling the Canon, and asserting the inspiration of 
all those sacred books which have been handed down 
to our own times, and constitute the Word of God. 

The inspiration which we have been thus consider- 
ing, is after all but a divine instrumentality for pro- 
mulgating divine and saving truth. It is of difierent 
kinds, and bestowed in different measures, but always 
with the same result. God gives that assistance or 
inspiration which is essential to bring about this re- 
sult : and the distinction between an inspired and an 
uninspired man is, that what the latter writes rriay 
be true, and what the former writes must be true. 
There is a divine superintendence in the one case 
which is wanting in the other. And it matters not 
at all (for no confiision of any sort follows) that 
the superintendence required and vouchsafed is 
sometimes greater in degree and sometimes less. 
The inspiration necessary to enable a prophet to 
foretel things to come differs from that which is 
necessary to enable an Apostle to guide by his writ- 
ings the infant Church : yet the book of the prophet, 
and the epistle of the Apostle are equally true. The 
inspiration necessary to enable a sacred historian to 

' Origen, PijiJocal^ p. 7- H. • Lardner. 
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communicate an account of the creation of the world, 
which he did not witness, differs from that which is 
necessary to enable an Evangelist to deliver an ac- 
count of the life and death of that Divine Master 
whom he had both seen and known : yet the Books 
of Moses, and the Gospels, are equally true. So 
also the same writer at different times, and when 
treating of different subjects, would require different 
kinds of Divine light or inspiration : but all that he 
indites, at all times, is equally true ! Left freely to 
exercise their own natural faculties, learning and 
endowments ; expressing their ideas in their own 
peculiar style ; selecting oftentimes their own espe- 
cial topics ; the sacred writers were nevertheless, one 
and all, superintended, controlled, and preserved from 
mistakes, errors, fancies, falsehoods : and the result 
of their united labours is a book, not only divine, 
but inspired, and therefore full of infallible and 
saving truth : a book, to which all must bow, and 
which we must take as our supreme authority, our 
safe directory, our unerring guide. 

But have no errors crept into the writings thus 
delivered to us ? Are there no various readings ? 
Have no words been added or omitted? Are no 
sentences obscure I Have no transcribers of the ori- 
ginal manuscripts made mistakes ? Undoubtedly, in 
all these respects, an answer must be given in the 
affirmative. Some mistakes have been made by tran- 
scribers. Some sentences are obscure. Some words 
have, probably, been both added and omitted. There 
are many various readings, all accurately known. 
Errors have crept in. We readily make these ad- 
missions ; and, having made theui) w^ \iWixA\.^ ^^^- 
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sider how tax they affect our present iugament touch- 
ing the plenary inspiration of Holy Scripture. 

And first of all I would say — and that strongly, 
and without the least reserve — that no doctrine, or 
precept inculcated upon us, either as a matter of 
faith or obedience, is dependent upon any one of 
these doubtful texts, or obscure passages, or various 
readings, or possible mistakes. Remove them one 
and all from God's word, or let them one and all 
remain ; whichever you please ; and our duty towards 
God and our neighbour would remain precisely the 
same as it now is. The Christian's course would be 
as clear, his hopes would shine as bright, the grace 
of God would appear as prominent, the Saviour's 
person and work would stand out as distinct and 
divine, as now they do. No wayfaring man, though 
a fool, would err; no heretic establish error; no 
enemy obtain a weapon that would prosper one 
jot the more, because of any uncertainty supposed to 
be attached to these additions, omissions, mistakes, 
or various readings. The doctrines of the Gospel 
rest not upon any one text. Its duties are not de- 
pendent upon any one command. But the whole 
scheme and framework of Christianity is so knit and 
compacted together by what every joint supplieth, 
that, notwithstanding those minute imperfections 
which the microscopic eye of criticism can discern, it 
stands a firm, strong body of truth, " fair as the 
nxoon, clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with 
banners." 

I have thought it well to premise these remarks, 
as being most important in themselves, albeit they 
do not exactly meet the difficulty we have encoun- 
lered. For the real difficulty is this : how can you 
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reconcile mistakes or errors in the Word of God, with 
that divine inspiration which is claimed for it ? For 
myself, I can truly say, that I feel no difficulty here, 
but rather, on the contrary, a confirmation of my 
faith, because of the manifest analogy which is thus 
presented between revelation, and all the other works 
of God. None of them, examined in minute detail, 
are what wo should call perfect ; yet all answer the 
great end (and still more so, in consequence of those 
very things which we consider imperfections) for 
which they were designed. 

The tendency of the visible creation, for instance, 
is, on the whole, to promote the happiness of the 
creatures whom God hath made : and it docs so. 
This is the effect, viewed generally. But how many 
drawbacks are there to perfect happiness ! How 
much sickness ! How much pain ! How many sighs ! 
What bitter tears ! 

The alternations of the seasons give us the fruits of 
the earth, so that seed time and harvest, like summer 
and winter, never fail. This is God's promise, and 
He fulfils it, on the whole. Yet how many deficient 
harvests have we known ! How many " famines of 
bread '' are recorded in the annals of the world ! 

The motions of this earth and the heavenly bodies 
appear perfectly uniform. They all revolve in their 
courses. Their periods and their times are known. 
But the astronomer will tell you of many irregula- 
rities, many perturbations, many disturbing forces. 
Even here, we have no perfection, in our meaning of 
the word. 

So neither in Revelation. It is perfect as to its 
great design and its great ends. For let a man 
receive with meekness the engrafted wotd \ l^i \nxsc^^ 
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by God's grace, believe and obey the truths which it 
unfolds ; and he will assuredly attain to " eternal 
life/' But examine it minutely, and you will as as- 
suredly find many things which may be called defects. 
You find, perhaps, in these, the elements of doubt, 
and grounds for rejection ; but I find in them a con- 
firmation of my faith, because I see a strong analogy 
with all the other works of God. 

But especially I would have you note this analogy, 
as it respects the operations of God's providence. We 
admit the care which God exercises over us. He 
preserves and governs us. In Him we live and move 
and have our being. He listens to our devout 
prayers. He makes all things work together for our 
good. But then we see not " the operation of his 
hands" in all the minute occurrences of daily life. 
He interferes not visibly with our rising up or lying 
down, with our choice of occupation, our employment 
of time, our change of residence, or the thousand 
minor occurrences of each passing day. We are well 
assured that every thing is known to Him ; that He 
is about our path, and about our bed, and spieth out 
all our ways ; that not a sparrow falleth to the ground 
without Him ; and that the very hairs of our head 
are numbered : but no direct interference, no visible 
interposition in these and other minute points is dis- 
cemible. Now when our Scriptures were in manu- 
script, and the labour of a man's hands was necessary 
to multiply copies of them, their continued preserva- 
tion, and their agreement on the whole in ^ most 
marvellous manner, shows God's general and watch- 
ful care. But just as his providence does not directly 
interfere with our comparatively slight and unim- 
portant actions, so neither has He controlled and 
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guided the pen of every transcriber of Holy Scripture, 
that he should never by mistake omit one word or 
insert another, never make one stroke a little longer, 
or another a little shorter than it ought to be. And 
yet the least possible difference in the form of a 
Hebrew letter is often sufficient to make an essential 
alteration in the meaning of a passage. The large num- 
bers of Israel and Judah, for instance, who went out 
occasionally to war, is a fact which has staggered the 
faith of some ; and there may sometimes be an excess 
in the numbers mentioned. And from what cause ? 
Because the slightest shake in the hand of a trans- 
criber of some manuscript, and the alteration thereby 
made in the form of the letters which, in the Hebrew 
language, designate the numerals, will sometimes 
make a difference of 200,000 men^ ! And so with 
many other minor errors and diversities of manu- 
scripts. You expect too much then, more than you 
have a right to do, if you expect absolute exemption 
from all possibility of error in the transmission from 
age to age of manuscripts of the inspired Word. You 
must have had God presiding immediately over every 
transcriber in every part of the world, watching 
directly over each stroke of the pen, and positively 
interfering whenever a word was about to be omitted, 
or a letter was in danger of being mis-shapen : that 
is, you must have had God doing for his Word, what 
He has never done for any of his works. You have 
no right, no authority to expect this. Arguing from 
analogy, we should say that the Scriptures, as the 
Revelation of God, would be as nearly as possible in 

' The similar foi*niation of the two Hebrew letters T Ciph final 
and ] Nun final, will make the difference alluded to in the text. — 
See Lee*8 Hebrew Grammar, Art. \9. 
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the state they are. God made the world ; He 
governs it by his providence ; and it accomplishes 
its great end, although many evils are permitted. So 
likewise we say, that God gave us his revealed Word, 
that He has preserved and watched over it, and that 
it answers still its great design, though minor errors 
have crept in. The analogy is complete : and you 
see how the apparent imperfections in the sacred 
volume, so far from shaking our belief in its Divine 
origin, may rather tend to confirm it. Words which 
inspired men never wrote may have crept in, or cer- 
tain passages which they did write may have dropped 
out, during its transmission from hand to hand for 
so many centuries, and yet the purpose of God in 
giving it as a Revelation to mankind, is stedfastly 
maintained, and folly accomplished. Written by 
Divine inspiration at the first, it has passed through 
the ordeal of a world, and though not uninjured, it is 
yet as " able to make men wise unto salvation,'' as 
when the ink was yet undried upon its sacred pages. 
These injuries, admitted readily, are unimportant, 
and in no way afiect the argument, or weaken the 
inspiration of the book. We must still bow to its 
authority, and receive it as containing the " whole 
counsel of God.'' 



CHAPTER IX. 

PRIVATE JUDGMENT. PROFITABLE PERUSAL. 

Unless our knowledge 'is accompanied with con'e- 
sponding practice, it avails us nothing. Our Lord 
emphatically pronounces him happy, who, knowing 
his duty, does it * ; and He thereby establishes the 
converse proposition, that he is an unhappy man 
who, knowing his duty, does it not. And even thus 
will it be with us. If the subject which we have 
been handling, and are now concluding, has removed 
any lingering doubts, roused any dormant principles, 
or impressed us with a deeper reverence for God's 
Holy Word ; then is it most essential that a Book, 
long closed perhaps, should be at once re-opened; 
that a study, much neglected, perhaps, should be at 
once resumed ; and that a life hitherto regulated 
by prejudice or caprice alone, should be submitted 
henceforth to an unerring guide. 

Should God have been pleased so to bless what 
has been written on this argument that some such 
resolutions have been formed, you will be desirous 
of a few suggestions as touching the best manner 
of drawing instruction from these wells of sal- 
vation. 
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Such desire may find fit expression in two 
questions : — 

1. How may I be best qualified to understand 
their contents ? 

2. Bv what process may I be enabled best to turn 
them unto profit ? 

It will be the purpose of the present chapter, 
therefore, to answer these two questions ; involving, 
as they do, the bight of private judgment, and 

THE PEOFITABLE PERUSAL OF HOLY SCRIPTURK 

L The right of private judgment is a matter much 
controverted in the present day. You ask, whether a 
man may take the Bible, and, rejecting all human 
authority, and every opinion which the wisdom, or, 
as he deems it perhaps, the folly of past ages, has ac- 
cumulated, may frame from its sacred pages a scheme 
of religion for himself, by which to live or die ? Is he 
more likely to understand the Scriptures, by studying 
them thus xmfettered, than he would be by sitting at 
the feet of others and listening to their words ? Now 
in answering this question, I will speak quite plainly, 
as why should I not, when I scorn to temporize, and 
have nothing to conceal ? I would concede to every 
man, abstractedly, the right (using the word, as it may 
be used, in the sense of power) of private judgment to 
its full extent. And I would say to him who should 
object, "Who art thou that judgest another man's ser- 
vant? To his own master he standeth or falleth/' Ab- 
stractedly, he has the right or power to take the Holy 
Scriptures, to affix his own meaning on them, to stand 
to his opinion thus formed, and to reject the adverse 
decision of any and every other person in the world, 
by whatsoever name he may be called, or in whatso- 
er age he may have lived : but tlven he must take 
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the consequences. I may warn him of his danger. I 
may urge that some partial view of truth, or some sad 
perversion of it, is greatly to be apprehended. I may 
argue that it is most unwise to reject the experience 
of past ages, and the guidance of the Church, 
because we assume or even possess the power to 
do so, and after eighteen hundred years to start 
afresh, as if no learning had accumulated, no 
piety been exercised upon the illustration of Holy 
Scripture. But if, notwithstanding all this, he stands 
upon his right to do as he pleases, and says that he is 
willing to run all risks and take all consequences, I 
argue with him no longer. He exercises the right 
he claims, forms a scheme of religion for himself 
alone ; and too probably makes shipwreck of faith 
and of a good conscience. 

The wisdom or the folly of such a course may pro- 
perly be submitted to two tests : the test of common 
sense, and the test of experience. 

What says common sense ? That two are more 
likely to be right than one ; and ten, still more 
likely ; and a hundred, more likely still. And if the 
hundred are superior in every respect to the one ; 
superior in discernment, in piety, in simplicity, in 
critical acumen, in learning, in research, in leisure, 
in perseverance : and if they agree generally in some 
final decision upon certain controverted points of 
faith, and their decision is essentially different from 
that formed by the single, solitary, inexperienced, and 
unlearned individual before mentioned ; I put it to 
you, as a question of common sense, whether they are 
not more likely to be right than he ; and whether, 
insisting yet upon his opinion in spite of all, and in 
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contradiction to all, though he may think himself 
wise, he ought not to be deemed a fool ? 

And then, looking at it further, as a question of 
experience, we arrive at a similar result. Two persons 
meet with a difficult passage in God's word, or they 
cannot understand some " hard saying,'' or they are 
not clear upon some particular doctrine or duty, 
which yet they are alike desirous to master. The 
one is too proud or self-sufficient to inquire, but 
affixes at once his own crude meaning on it. The 
other, distrusting his own judgment, seeks for an 
explanation, and desires to know what others think, 
before he forms his own opinion. He was equal with 
the other before he did this, we will suppose, equal 
in knowledge and in understanding: but surely now he 
becomes superior, by possessing materials for forming 
a correct judgment, which the other has not. He is, 
therefore, the more likely to be right. God, who 
gave him the Bible, gave him also means for attain- 
ing to a competent knowledge of the Bible : and he, 
availing himself of those means, is wise ; wiser than 
the man who, rejecting them, leans only to his own 
understanding. It is here that the Church comes in, 
with her Creeds, her Articles, her Liturgy, and the 
writings of her Fathers and best Divines, to assist the 
inquirer, and speak with authority in controversies 
of faith. She throws the light of her judgment, and 
not of her judgment only, but that of the Primitive 
Church also, upon the general meaning and doctrinal 
scheme revealed in Holy Scripture : and all experience 
tells us to rejoice in this light, and assures us that 
by availing ourselves of it, we are most likely to 
arrive at truth. 



PRIVATE JUDGMENT. 145 

Let me not, however, be mistaken. I would not 
have you rest your religious opinions on any thing but 
the Bible : for " there is no truth nor doctrine ne- 
cessary for our justification and everlasting salvation, 
but that is, or may be drawn out of that fountain and 
well of truth'/' Neither would I have you appeal to 
any authority as final but the Bible : for " in Holy 
Scripture is fully contained all we ought to do, and 
what to eschew, what to believe, what to love, and 
what to look for at God's hands at length*." I ad- 
vocate no joint rule of faith. I know of none. I 
hold the Bible to be supreme, the sole rule of faith. 
I believe that it has, in every case, a sense of its own, 
which may be discovered by docility, by common 
sense, by a comparison with other Scriptures, by 
soh^^r criticism, by reading the works of learned eX'* 
positors and divines, by wise advice sought and ob«- 
tained, by the public ministrations of the Church, 
and, above all, by prayer for the illuminating in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. And whilst I recom- 
mend to you these methods of obtaining light, and 
whilst I deprecate, not the right, but the rash exercise 
of the right of private judgment, I yet allow to anti- 
quity, however venerable, or supported by whatever 
names, no authoritative control over the sense of 
Scripture, that so it must be taken necessarily to 
mean, what they say it means. Use all the helps 
which God has placed within your reach to attain a 
true knowledge of the sense of Scripture ; but allow 
to nothing, and to no one, an absolute and controlling 
power over it. 

* Homilj on ih« Reading of Holj Scripture. 
[857] ^ 
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II. And now we have arrived at our second point ; 
and the only question to be answered is, how best we 
may read Scripture for our souVs health ? This in- 
quiry is quite distinct from the other ; for both 
the reason and the understanding may be convinced, 
whilst yet the heart remains entirely unaffected. 
Four things I will mention. Bead Holy Scripture 
with common sense : with reverence : with regularity: 
and with prayer : and you will read with profit. 

1. Bead Holy Scripture with common sense. For 
every thing recorded in it is not for your imitation ; 
neither is every word that it contains, spoken accord- 
ing to the will of God. Discrimination therefore is 
necessary, and the exercise of common sense. 

I am not supposingso great a mistake as that anyone 
would think it right to use the language and imitate 
the actions' of a wicked man, or even the imperfec- 
tions of a righteous man, because they are recorded 
in the Bible. But other mistakes, less obvious than 
these, may be made. Take, for instance, the book of 
Job. You are not to adopt all the sentiments that 
are there expressed, because they are written in " the 
Book.'' Eliphaz, Bildad, and Zophar, severally speak. 
The principles on which they found many of their 
arguments, and the course of conduct which they 
sometimes recommend, is not to be followed by you. 
God rebuked them, and charged them with folly, for 
that "they had not spoken what was right." Your 
folly would be greater than theirs, were you to take 
them in every instance for your guides. So the book 
of Ecclesiastes was written by Solomon, most probably 
as a penitent, in his old age. Is the view he takes of 
all things here below to be necessarily yours ? It is 
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all true ; a true view of the world in itself, as dark- 
ened by sin, and full of vanity. But you must throw 
over it the "clear light and true knowledge" of 
Jesus Christ as revealed in the Gk)spel; and then, 
though the shadows will be just as dark, yet the 
whole view will be more bright and cheerful So the 
mission of extermination accomplished by the Israel- 
ites in Canaan. Is that a rule and precedent for 
Christian nations to follow? Surely not. It shows 
how God exercises his righteous judgments in the 
world, and punishes ungodly nations by the instru- 
mentality of others. But we must have his commis- 
sion, before we are made ministers to execute his 
wrath. So with the variety of spiritual gifts bestowed 
upon the Church at Corinth, and other Churches, in 
the early days of Christianity. There can be no 
greater folly than to suppose that because such gifts 
were then regulated by the Apostles, we must feign 
or fancy that we have them now. Common sense is 
necessary to prevent our wresting such things as 
these to our own destruction: and the instances I 
have selected from many others, may serve to show 
how necessary it is. 

2. Read Holy Scripture with reverence. After all 
that you have now heard of God's book, never cast 
your eyes upon it lightly, never speak of it flippantly, 
never quote it irreverently. Are the things which I 
have said in this, and previous chapters true, or not ? 
You must feel that they are true. Then remember, 
that yon have in your possession the only record 
which God hath ever given to mankind. It con- 
tains those words of eternal life by which you will be 
judged at the last great day. It reveals your true 
condition in the sight of God, and. t\v'^ w:Joj ^^onr^ 
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provided for it in the gift of his dear Son. It puts 
words into the mouth of every penitent, explains the 
method of a sinner s justification before God, and 
opens the way of holiness. It directs to the Holy 
Ghost, the author and giver of life, the guide of the 
Church, and the sanctifier of all the elect people of 
God. It pours comfort into the afflicted soul, gives 
strong consolation to the troubled, and offers rest to 
the weary and heavy laden. And, finally, it tells of 
the blessed hope and glorious appearing of the great 
God our Saviour ! 

What can be more unbecoming, then, than a care- 
less flippant mode of considering, or referring to this 
sacred volume, when it answers the most important 
of all questions, " What must I do to be saved V by 
giving the most important of all answers, " Believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.'' 
Whenever it meets your eye, let this thought enter 
simultaneously into your mind : " This is God's book ; 
true, divine, inspired, supreme." 

3. Holy Scripture must be read with regularity. 
An occasional perusal wiU leave no impression, and 
do you little good. The Bible is not a talisman. 
Its words will not act as a charm. Time must 
be redeemed; the hour set apart; the study dili- 
gent ; the habit formed. "Thy word,'' says D^d, 
"have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin 
against thee *." It is by beholding in this glass " the 
glory of the Lord," that we are " changed into the 
same image." It is by digging into this iftne that 
we obtain "unsearchable riches." It is by eating 
of this bread that we " never hunger," and by drink- 

^ Ps. c^x. 11. 
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ing of this water that we " never thirst/' Our minds 
become enlarged by travelling in the regions of the 
Bible. An impression of divine things is left upon 
us. We grow in grace and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. You never heard 
of the philosopher, or man of science, attaining to 
eminence without a regular and persevering course of 
study ; so neither will you ever hear of the Christian 
attaininQf to eminence in the divine life, without this 
same regularity and perseverance. He may have a 
smattering of knowledge, but ho will never show any 
"ripeness and perfectness of age in Christ." And 
there is as much diflferenco between a man who 
occasionally glances at God's word, and one who 
habitually, regularly, and devoutly studies it, as 
there is between the most illiterate peasant, and 
the prince of philosophers ! I would have you 
feel unhappy when any day has been begun or 
ended, without reading some portion of God's word. 
Occasional interruptions there may be ; but even 
these are full of danger, and we shall do well to 
guard against them.* A duty omitted once becomes 
a temptation. We have been compelled, we think, 
to neglect God's word to-day; we shall feel inclined 
to neglect it to-morrow. No harm appeared to 
follow the first offence ; what greater harm can bo 
anticipated from the second? Hence the danger 
arises; for an occasional omission may lead to an 
habitual neglect of that study which is essential to 
our souVb health. Satan is so ready with his de- 
vices, and our hearts are naturally so averse to pious 
occupations, that wo cannot be too careful in this 
respect. It is a subtlo temptation, to make that 
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seem irkBome as a religious duty, which, if it were 
not, would be esteemed a privilege and a delight. 
Tet so it is. What more interesting than to know 
the early history of the world ; to learn how sin 
entered, and death by sin ; to imderstand how men 
came to be of a different speech and different 
language ; to have many of the mysteries of science 
explained by the account of the Deluge ; to listen 
to Noah the preacher of righteousness ; to sit with 
Abraham the friend of God, at the tent door, in 
the heat of the day ; to know how Moses governed 
that stiff-necked people the Jews ; to see Samuel 
ordering the kingdom of Israel, and selecting their 
king ; to hear and join with David in singing the 
songs of Zion ; to observe how all these, and other 
*' prophets and righteous men,'' walked with Grod, 
and how God dealt with them. Why, what ancient 
records, what literary treasures, what classic works, 
will tell you such things as these, and open such a 
long vista into the years that are past ? And, above 
all, what can be so deeply interesting or so important 
as to trace, with wonder and with adoration, the 
footsteps of God incarnate upon earth ; and to feel 
our wonder and our adoration changing to love and 
gratitude, as we listen to all He said and did ; his 
heavenly doctrine, his divine purity, his suffering 
life, his cruel death, his triumphant resurrection? 
These things the very angels desire to look into. 
And call you it a weary service, thus to be ad- 
mitted within the veil which shrouds omnipotence, 
and to have impenetrable mystery in some measure 
brought to light before you? Oh! shame to the 
hard heart and the corrupt affections of mankind, 
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that they can prefer things which « perish in the 
UBing^" to those which belong to their everlasting 
peace! 

I should be more than rewarded for any care and 
thought which may have been bestowed upon this 
argument on Holy Scripture, if I could think that 
some readers, moved by God's grace, were but 
beginning the regular perusal of a book so in- 
teresting, so valuable. I call upon the young to 
begin, because they have much time to spend ; 
and I call upon the old, because they have but 
little time to spare. Oh ! learn something about 
God here, if you would ever hope to dwell in his 
presence hereafter ! 

4. Finally, read Holy Scripture with prayer to 
God. He gave it, and his Holy Spirit is its best 
expositor. Nothing will profit you, unless He vouch- 
safes to bless. Never open the Bible without a 
secret prayer, " Lord, throw light upon these sacred 
pages ! Lord, enable me to understand thy word ! 
Lord, bring every thought into captivity to the obe- 
dience of Christ ! '' 

You may understand all mysteries and all know- 
ledge. You may hold our present discussion to have 
been most satisfactory and conclusive. Your reason 
may be convinced. You may be prepared to take 
high ground henceforth against every adversary of 
God's word. But he will show his conviction best, 
and he will have profited most, who seeks for the 
Holy Spirit to bring the word home with power to 
his own heart, and reads it to guide his feet into the 
ways of peace. Such an one will §oon have the 
" witness in himself that God's woi^ is true ; and 
this is the secret of real liap^vtie^^. \ td^k^ ^^\>c^\sns^ 
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your reason, but the Holy Spirit only can give yoii 
the feeling of contentmlbt, and the full persuasiciL 
that you have in your hands the word of life and 
peace. This feeling and this persuasion are worth 
every thing. If you have them, you have the hap- 
piness of a child confiding in a father's care, listening 
to a father's words, resting in a father's love, and 
ready to do a father's wilL You read with profit, 
because you read with faith. The spirit of your 
mind is in harmony with the spirit of the Bible. 
Every word tells upon you. The Saviour is your 
Saviour, the Comforter your Comforter, the peni- 
tence, faith, hope, love, joy, all yours. And thus 
the soul, in unison with God's truth, is almost ready 
to begin that heavenly song, which shall last through- 
out eternity. May all who read the words of this 
book be thus taught of God ; and, knowing these 
things, find true and abiding happiness in doing 
them ! Amen and Amen. 



THE END. 
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